
 
 
 

12th October 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

This has been possibly the longest gap between Principal update letters this calendar year; I thought I 

would give you some breathing space from my continual updates.  

A warm welcome to all our new families! I do hope that your children have settled in and are enjoying 

school. The atmosphere around the school site is very positive and this is reflected in the conduct, 

enthusiasm and enjoyment seen on the faces of most of our students.  

Last Wednesday, we opened the doors of the school and held our first “in person” open event for a while. 

We were astounded by the vast number of visitors that descended upon us to look at what Herne Bay High 

School has to offer. The feedback received from so many families about how superb our students were on 

the evening is lovely to hear and testament to their enjoyment and engagement with school.  For those 

existing year 7 parents who also came up to visit, I hope this helped give you a better understanding of the 

daily routine your children undertake.  We also have three open mornings coming up on the 12th, 14th, and 

22nd October  

There has been much publicity about the 12- to 15-year-old COVID vaccination program that the NHS 

immunisation service is rolling out on behalf of the Government. As a school, we are  impartial on this 

matter and therefore any questions or concerns can be answered by the NHS immunisation service at 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine for children aged 12 to 15 - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  We are still awaiting 

confirmation as to when this will happen and shall of course be in contact when we do.  

The latest communication from the DfE / NHS on childhood vaccinations can be found here: 

A joint letter to parents of secondary school and college students in England on Covid-19 testing and 

vaccines from the Secretaries of State for Education and for Health and Social Care - The Education Hub 

(blog.gov.uk) 

Attendance 

Regular and sustained attendance at school is crucial not only to academic success but also to an 

individuals’ wellbeing. Whilst we fully understand that the national advice can seem confusing, for children 

it can be summarised as follows:  

 

If you have symptoms of coronavirus please stay at home and get a PCR Test, which if negative 

means you can return to school 

If you have a positive LFT then stay at home and get a PCR, which if negative means you can return 

to school 

 

We have a clear attendance policy which can be read here Attendance & Punctuality - Herne Bay High 

School  but in essence: 

 

If your child is too unwell to attend school: Please telephone 01227 289409 or email us at 

absence@hernebayhigh.org before 9.00am on every day of absence. You do not then need to then follow 

this up in writing. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-to-15/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/11/a-joint-letter-to-parents-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england-on-covid-19-testing-and-vaccines-from-the-secretaries-of-state-for-education-and-for-health-and-social-care/?utm_source=11%20October%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/11/a-joint-letter-to-parents-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england-on-covid-19-testing-and-vaccines-from-the-secretaries-of-state-for-education-and-for-health-and-social-care/?utm_source=11%20October%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/11/a-joint-letter-to-parents-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england-on-covid-19-testing-and-vaccines-from-the-secretaries-of-state-for-education-and-for-health-and-social-care/?utm_source=11%20October%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.hernebayhigh.org/our-school/attendance-and-punctuality/
https://www.hernebayhigh.org/our-school/attendance-and-punctuality/


 
 
 

NEW: Meet the Mentor “Virtual” Event 

On Wednesday 20th October we are trying a new method of keeping parents informed of their child’s 

educational progress; we are running a “virtual” meet the mentor event. This will give you an opportunity 

to make an online appointment with son or daughters mentor. This meeting will enable you to talk about 

how they have settled in, their recent engagement report and to share any information that helps us look 

after, care for and educate your child.  We hope this is the start of further interactions that connect you 

with school and updated on the education performance for your child.  

MyEd App  

If you don’t already, then please ensure you are using the MyEd App on your smartphone or tablet.  This 

gives you direct access to so much information that enables you to support your child at school. It will even 

be the starting point for some very interesting conversations over the dinner table! 

You can find out more here: Parent Apps - Herne Bay High School 

Uniform 

Please can I ask that you ensure your child comes to school in the correct uniform. You can see the full list 

of permitted items here: Uniform - Herne Bay High School . Can I also draw your attention to the section on 

jewellery and makeup, as I am sure you will appreciate it is much easier if your child adheres to these 

expectation as it reduces the need for any confrontation, thank you.  

Half Term Break 

A reminder of the dates for our forthcoming half term holiday which runs from Monday 25th October to 

Friday 5th November inclusive. We look forward to seeing everyone back fully refreshed on Monday 8th 

November. 

Mock exams and internal assessments  

All students will be undergoing some form of assessment in term 2. The more formal “mock” exams for 

year 11 and 13 take place from Monday 29th November for about 10 days. Students will get further 

information including a timetable which will enable them to plan their time effectively. For all other year 

groups, we have Mid-term assessments running from the 22nd of November. Subject teachers will share the 

topic content of these mid-terms and resource materials for revision will be on your child’s Microsoft 

Teams areas. We are allowing students to produce revision materials on small cards and take them into 

these exams. The rationale for this is it will both reduce anxiety but also help them recognise the 

importance of preparation and self-study. I am sure you will recognise the importance of these assessments 

and support your child in being prepared.  

Social Media  

We are increasing the use of Facebook and Twitter to share as much information about us as possible. You 

will be able to see sports fixtures and information, trip information, event information, individual student 

achievement along with a whole host of other useful information for parents. If you haven’t already done 

so, please keep updated by following us at: 

Herne Bay High School | Facebook 

 

 Herne Bay High (@HerneBayHigh) / Twitter 

https://www.hernebayhigh.org/our-school/parent-apps/
https://www.hernebayhigh.org/our-school/uniform/
https://www.facebook.com/hernebayhigh/
https://mobile.twitter.com/hernebayhigh/with_replies


 
 
 

As an example, we recently took the opportunity to ask some of our students what they love about Herne 

Bay High. Please take a few moments to hear their thoughts: 

 

Hear from our Students - Herne Bay High School 

 

I appreciate there is a significant amount of information in this letter, but I did feel it important to share 

and keep you abreast of everything. Thank you for your ongoing support and continued strong working 

relationship with us. As always if there is anything that you would like to know in relation to your child’s 

education then please contact the school and talk to us, we are here to help. 

With kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Jon Boyes  

Principal 

 

 

 

https://www.hernebayhigh.org/openevents/hear-from-our-students/

