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A warm welcome

We have put together the following presentation to help you navigate your way through this new and exciting time

It is available on our website at www.hernebayhigh.org

We would like to wish you all a very warm welcome to Herne Bay High School, and let you know just how much we 
are looking forward to working with you all. Starting a new school at any age can be a little daunting, and this is 
especially true when starting year 7, however, we hope that you will feel supported and cared for by all in our 
community as you begin this new adventure as a family.

Mr J Boyes
Principal

Ms M Hobbs
Acting Head of 

Lower School

http://www.hernebayhigh.org/




Information for families
Understanding our school
Who’s who in the Lower School team?
HBHS core values and expectations
Supporting students’ personal development
The purpose of mentor time
The home-school agreement
Times of the school day and term dates
Communication with us

Information for students
When and where do I arrive at school?
What do I need to wear?
What do I need to bring?
What do I do at break time and lunch time?
What will I study?
Are there any after school clubs?
Will I get any homework?
Am I allowed a mobile phone?

THIS EVENING



UNDERSTANDING OUR SCHOOL

LOWER SCHOOL
Years 7, 8 and 9

UPPER SCHOOL
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13

From 
Primary 
School

To 
University,

Work,
Training



THE LOWER SCHOOL – Who’s Who

Mrs S Jones
Head of Lower School

Mr P Beeson
Deputy Head of Lower 
School

Ms A Martin
Deputy Head of Lower 
School

Mr A Brown
Deputy Head of Lower 
School

Mrs L Sparks
Year 7 Manager

Mrs C Barnes
Year 9 Manager

Mrs G Verge
Year 8 Manager

Ms M Hobbs
Acting Head of Lower 

School



Our school does not just focus on our broad curriculum, but on each student’s personal development.

We have three core values that we weave throughout 
school life and create an overall ethos

KINDNESS RESPECT DEDICATION
These core values underpin everything we do and teach 

We require everyone in our school community to be as kind, respectful 
and dedicated as they can to others and to themselves

These values also support our behaviour policy. A copy of which can be 
found on our school website: 

Behaviour Policy 2022-23 (hernebayhigh.org)

If you wish to know more about how our values 
support learning, this can be explored on our website: 

Values and Ethos - Herne Bay High School

Core Values and high expectations

https://www.hernebayhigh.org/assets/Uploads/Policies/2021/Behaviour-Policy-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hernebayhigh.org/our-school/values-and-ethos/


All students are placed into a mentor group

Mentors are members of teaching staff who support the personal development of students; help them feel 
secure; and promote their sense of self efficacy

This is done through our PSHE programme, which is delivered as part of the mentoring curriculum plan, 
alongside day-to-day teaching in self-management

Mentors know the students in their mentor group really well and normally remain with them throughout their 
time in Lower School

Supporting students’ personal development



Each day begins and ends with time spent together in the mentor group
(0830-0850 each morning; 1505-1520 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Friday; 13:30-13:40 Wednesday)
Year 7 will be divided into 10 mentor groups
Mentor Time is for registration, assemblies, wellbeing activities and PSHE
Each mentor is a member of teaching staff and they get to know every student in the group and
they will regularly contact home
Families can email office@hernebayhigh.org and request to speak to the mentor if they have any
concerns

THE purpose of mentor time

mailto:office@hernebayhigh.org


As families, we always want to support our children’s personal and academic development. Our home-school 
agreement, which you would have signed electronically, supports us all to put this development first: it is an 

important aspect of joining Herne Bay High School.

The best way families can support their child starting Herne Bay High School is to:

Reassure them that feeling nervous is a very normal part of starting a new school
Help them to become independent by checking that they have the correct uniform and equipment they need
Keep a copy of your child’s timetable so that you can talk to them about each day
Support the school and our policies so that students know we are working together
Communicate with us first and directly if there is ever a concern so that we can resolve any issues quickly

Our home-school agreement



Timings of the school day
On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

we operate a 6 period day with break and lunch

Morning Mentor Time 08:30-08:50
Period 1 08:50-09:45
Period 2 09:45-10:40
Break 10:40-11:00
Period 3 11:00-11:55
Period 4 11:55-12:50
Lunch 12:50-13:25
Period 5 13:25-14:15
Period 6 14:15-15:05
Afternoon Mentor Time 15:05-15:20

On Wednesday we operate a shorter 5 period day 
with brunch instead of lunch.

Morning Mentor Time 08:30-08:50
Period 1 08:50-09:40
Period 2 09:40-10:30
Period 3 10:30-11:20
Brunch 11:20-11:50
Period 4 11:50-12:40
Period 5 12:40-13:30
Afternoon Mentor Time 13:30-13:40



Term dates 2022-23
We operate a six term year with holidays in October, Christmas, February, Easter and May

Term 1 begins on Monday 5th September
Term 1 ends on Friday 21st October

twoweek holiday
Term 2 begins on Monday 7th November
Term 2 ends on Wednesday 21st December

twoweek holiday
Term 3 begins on Wednesday 4th January
Term 3 ends on Friday 10th February

one week holiday
Term 4 begins on Monday 20th February
Term 4 ends on Friday 31st March

twoweek holiday
Term 5 begins on Monday 17th April
Term 5 ends on Friday 26th May

one week holiday
Term 6 begins on Monday 5th June
Term 6 ends on Friday 21st July



Effective communication is crucial to us being able to work together to support your child. This 
includes ensuring the school has up to date contact details for you so that important emails and text 

messages are received promptly.

It is really important to us that if you have any concerns at all about your child’s experience at our 
school that you contact us immediately. You can telephone the school on 01227 361221, email us at 

office@hernebayhigh.org or via our school website at www.hernebayhigh.org
The school will acknowledge all communication and arrange for an appropriate member of staff to 

contact you within 5 working days.

Social media can be a great way to stay connected to people and organisations and we 
encourage you to follow us on Twitter and Facebook; however, we do ask that if you have a 

personal concern regarding anything to do with our school that you contact us directly via the 
methods above and arrange an appointment to speak to us so that we can achieve a resolution 

swiftly.

Communicating with us

/hernebayhigh



Information for students

Starting Year 7 at 
Herne Bay High School



WHAT TO WEAR
Black blazer with school badge

White shirt
Year group tie

Plain black trousers or school skirt
Plain black shoes

Optional school jumper or cardigan

No false nails
No facial piercings

Discreet make up with no false lashes



We pride ourselves on providing a broad and balanced curriculum and all students in 
the Lower School (Key Stage 3) study the full breadth of subjects

We operate a two week timetable, following a Week A and Week B structure 
Students will be issued with their timetable on their first day by their mentor

WHAT WILL I LEARN



AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS



A really key part of school life and one that has a large impact on student success is 
independent study. Students at Herne Bay High are given homework by their subject 

teachers to support them in developing these important skills

Students are able to use The LRC at break, lunch and after school to help them with 
their homework

There will be staff on hand who can assist with homework and students have access to 
computers in the LRC

The Librarians will support with helping students find information and changing their 
reading books

Daily reading is an expectation of all students at Herne Bay High and we use 
Accelerated Reader to support reading

When you start in September, your English teacher will show you how this works but you 
must remember your reading book every day

WHAT ABOUT HOMEWORK?



OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE



OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE



OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE



OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE



OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE



We hope you enjoy your time with us at HBHS

You are about to embark on an exciting 7 year journey where you can learn to be the person you want to be and 
where you can develop your mind

If you have any further questions, please feel free to ask any member of staff before you leave


