
 
 

21st February 2023 

Teacher Strike Action 

Dear HBHS families,  

You may be aware from media coverage that the National Education Union (NEU) has declared further strike 

action which is currently planned to take place on the following days: 

Thursday 2 March 2023  

Wednesday 15 March 2023  

Thursday 16 March 2023  

 

I am therefore getting in touch to give you as much notice as possible about our arrangements for just Thursday 

2nd March 2023 at this stage. 

 

Last term I wrote to explain that guidance from the Department of Education explained schools are expected to 

remain open wherever possible, but only if there are sufficient staff available to do so safely. We have been told 

by the NEU that there are 64 teachers at Herne Bay High School that could undertake strike action and for the 

last strike we did not know who they were in advance.   

There are clear guidelines from both the Department of Education and the Teaching Unions as to how each 

strike day can be managed and these can be accessed here: 

Handling strike action in schools (publishing.service.gov.uk)  
Strike action FAQ | NEU  
 
On the first strike day on 1st February, we had over 40 staff on strike, and we had an additional number of 

teaching and support staff who were not in school due to illness.  This made managing the day very difficult and 

did lead to some year 13 (examination classes) not being as supported as we would like at this crucial time. 

I expect at least the same number of staff to be taking industrial action on the 2nd March, and in addition, we 

have a different timetable on that day which actually makes supporting students more complex. Therefore, to 

ensure that we can open and operate safely AND we can protect the integrity of teaching all our examination 

classes, we are going to reduce the number of students in school on Thursday 2nd March.  

Student in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will work from home on this date. Parents of all students in these year groups 

who are eligible for a Free School Meals (FSM) will receive an e-voucher.  

For each year group, a separate work sheet will be placed on both the school website (accessible from the front 

page) and also placed on “Satchel One”. This will enable students affected by the national strike to continue to 

work.   

We will also be open for vulnerable children in all year groups. We are using the same criteria for these children 

as we did during COVID related school closures. Vulnerable children are those with an EHCP and/or a social 

worker. These children may be supervised by support staff or non-striking teaching staff, and it may not be a 

‘usual’ school day of learning. If you have a child who fits these criteria who needs to be on site on Thursday 2nd 

March, then please contact us at office@hernebayhigh.org by Tuesday 28th February so we can plan adequate 

supervision.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1128077/Handling_strike_action_in_schools.pdf
https://neu.org.uk/pay-strike-action-faq


 
Students in years 11, 12 and 13 need to attend school as normal. The school will endeavour to ensure these 

students have a normal day, however, due to the continued uncertainty of who is striking, that might not be the 

case. I strongly urge all students in these year groups to bring in revision materials for their lessons in case their 

teacher is not available.   

The decision to keep some students at home is something that has been considered at length and in 

collaboration with other secondary and primary headteachers. I fully understand that this will cause some 

disruption to your existing plans, however, I am sure you recognise the continued uncertainty at this point and 

the need to prioritise students taking examinations this summer, along with the health and safety of everyone 

involved.   

I will write again in due course should further strike action on the other 3 planned dates go ahead.   

With kind regards 

 

 

 

Mr Boyes 

Principal  

 

 

 


