
HOW TO REVISE EFFECTIVELY

Year 11 Revision Workshop



WHAT IS REVISION? 

• Revision simply means ‘to see again’. 

• In context of your studies, it means to go back over your previous work to ensure that 
you have learned it fully. 

• Working hard in lessons IS revision – make sure you maximise your lesson time. 

• Completing your homework regularly and to a good standard IS revision. 

• Our LO for today is to understand how to further develop a revision plan so that we have 
organised our independent revision to maximise our progress. 



THE PSYCHOLOGY OF LEARNING 

• The Forgetting Curve is an influential memory model. 

• It shows how learned information slips out of our 
memories over time – unless we take action to keep it 
there.

• The steepest drop in memory happens quickly after 
learning, so it's important to revisit the information 
you've learned sooner rather than later. 

• After that, regular reviews will help to reinforce it.

• But you can leave longer and longer gaps between 
these review sessions. 

• This is known as "spaced learning“ or REVISION. 



STEP 1: A LONG TERM OVERVIEW

It is helpful to have a long-term overview of when your 
exams are.

1. In your booklets, you have a series of calendar pages 
for the months leading up to your exams.

2. Add in when your exams are – make sure you are 
clear what unit of work is being assessed in each 
exam. English, Maths and the Sciences have already 
been added for you. 



YOUR CALENDAR: MOCK EXAMS

Add in the following exam dates (if they are relevant to you):

• GEOGRAPHY – Monday 27th February (pm)

• HISTORY – Thursday 2nd March (am)

• FRENCH (Writing) - Thursday 2nd March (pm)

• RS – Monday 6th March

To-Do:

• Add in the mock exam dates for your creative and/or vocational subjects. 

• You will need to ask your individual teachers for these.



YOUR CALENDAR: FINAL EXAMS

HISTORY 

• Paper 1 – 18th May (am)

• Paper 2 – 7th June (pm)

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

• Paper 1 15th May (am)

• Paper 2 23rd May (pm)

To-Do:

Add in the exam dates for your creative and/or 
vocational . You will need to ask your individual teachers 
for these.

Add in the following exam dates (if they are relevant to 
you):

FRENCH

• Listening – 23rd May (am)

• Reading – 23rd May (am)

• Writing – 5th June (pm)

GEOGRAPHY

• Paper 1 – 22nd May (pm)

• Paper 2 – 9th June (am)

• Paper 3 – 16th June (pm) 



STEP 1: A LONG TERM OVERVIEW

It is helpful to have a long-term overview of when your 
exams are.

1. In your booklets, you have a series of calendar pages 
for the months leading up to your exams.

2. Add in when your exams are – make sure you are 
clear what unit of work is being assessed in each 
exam. English, Maths and the Sciences have already 
been added for you. 

3. Add in any other important events which may affect 
your revision: e.g. birthdays, days out, trips, or sports 
tournaments.

4. You will be left with a clear overview of how many 
days/weeks/months you have got to revise.

5. This calendar should be a live document. This means 
that you should keep amending or adding to it over 
the next few months. 



STEP 2: A WEEKLY SCHEDULE



STEP 2: A WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Using a weekly planner or timetable is helpful to then guide 
your revision each week. There are some available in your 
booklet. 
1. Write in what lessons you have on what days – this will 

help you organise the best times to do revision. 
REMEMBER: working hard in lesson time is 
revision! 

2. Add in any regular appointments which may affect your 
revision – for example, sports clubs. 

3. Block in time specifically for doing homework.
4. Block in revision time for your subjects. Add revision 

time for subjects on the days when you DON’T study 
them – this helps you space out your revision. 

5. Revise in short bursts. Forty minutes maximum, with a 
short 5-10 minute break is ideal. 



Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Morning

8am-
8.30am

Biology masterclass – lecture theatre English – lecture 
theatre – open to all

Lunch Maths 7+ Masterclass 
(MA17)

After 
School 

English x2 sessions

Invite only (IT14)
Open revision 

(Lecture 
theatre)

Chemistry – room 
tbc - open to all

Physics 3.15-4.00pm open to all French – LA05 – open 
to all Maths 3.15-5.00pm (MA16/7) - Invite and 

open sessions. More information on teams.

History (invitation 
only)

Geography (invitation only) Biology open to all 
History (invitation only)



STEP 3: TOPIC LISTS

Using topic lists to break each exam down into the 
topics that will come up is essential to help you plan 
your revision. 

1. In your booklet, you will find a selection of topic 
lists for your Ebacc subjects.

2. Traffic light, or RAG, the topics: 

• RED – not confident

• AMBER – somewhat confident

• GREEN – very confident

• You should prioritise revising the RED topic, then the 
AMBER topics, and finally – if you have time – revise the 
GREEN topics. 

TOPIC DATE 
REVIS
ED

DATE 
REVISED

DATE 
REVISED

DATE 
REVISED

DATE 
REVISED

1 – Key concepts
2 – Cells and control
3 – Genetics
4 – Natural selection and 
genetic modification
5 – Health and disease and 
the development of 
medicines
6 – Plant structures and 
functions
7 – Animal Co-ordination, 
Control and Homeostasis
8 – Exchange and Transport 
in Animals
9 – Ecosystems and 
Material Cycles



STEP 3: TOPIC LISTS

Using topic lists to break each exam down into the topics 
that will come up is essential to help you plan your 
revision. 

1. In your booklet, you will find a selection of topic lists 
for your Ebacc subjects.

2. Traffic light, or RAG, the topics: 

• RED – not confident

• AMBER – somewhat confident

• GREEN – very confident

• You should prioritise revising the RED topic, then the 
AMBER topics, and finally – if you have time – revise the 
GREEN topics. 

3. Every time you study a topic, add in the date 
revised and then RAG how confident you feel 
after you have revised it. 

4. You will quickly be able to see your progress. 



STEP 4: BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

• Your long term plan and weekly planner will guide 
you as to what you need to study when. 

• Your topic lists will help you focus on specific 
topics and self-assess your progress. 

• Prioritise the topics you find the hardest – these 
are the ones you most need to revise. You may be 
tempted to focus on the topics you like best, or 
find easiest, but this won’t help you in the long 
run! 

• Keep all of your revision resources organised. 
Have a dedicated revision folder, or put your topic 
lists in the front of your subject exercise 
books/folder.  



STEP 5: HOW DO I ACTUALLY REVISE?

1) Blurting
2) Highlighting 
3) Flashcards
4) Teaching Others / 

Self-Explanation
5) Past Papers
6) Spaced Repetition 

Watching Videos 
Pomodoro 
Technique Making 
Notes Interleaving 

7) Listening to Music
8) Re-reading Notes
Which methods will 
you try?



STEP 6: BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

• Now that you have got a revision 
schedule and clear topic lists, you 
need to make sure you follow 
though with your plan! 
• If you slip up and miss a couple of 

days, don’t worry – just carry on 
from the current date onwards. 
• It is better to do some revision than 

no revision, so don’t abandon your 
schedule if you fall a little bit behind. 
• Make sure you also build in time to 

have a rest and do things that you 
enjoy. 



STUDENT VOICE

• Student Voice: GCSE Revision Workshop

1. How useful was this workshop in helping you to plan and 
organise your revision? (Please highlight one option 
below.)

• 😄Very useful

• 🙂Somewhat useful

• 🙁Somewhat not useful

• 😭Not useful at all

2. Do you think that term 3 in year 11 is the right time for this 
revision workshop? (Please highlight one option below.)
• I wish we had done this sooner. 

• This was the right time. 

• I wish we were doing this later 

3. Is there anything else you would like support with to help 
you prepare for your exams?  (Please write below). 

• Thank you for listening! 

• Before you leave, please complete the student voice forms 
and hand them in. 

• Good luck with your revision! 


