
30th September 2022 

Dear families, 

In my first letter of the year, I spoke about stability in education following several years of significant 
disruption; what I could not foresee was how unstable our economic climate would become. We will 
do all we can to support families through these potentially challenging times and are actively seeking 
initiatives that are being offered from a variety of sources. As we approach the colder and darker 
days of winter, school remains a warm and safe space where hot food is available every day for your 
children to enjoy. Please also remember that our nearly new uniform provision is available offering 
free uniform to those who need it. Many families have already benefited from this, and we are so 
grateful to those who have donated so generously to support our initiative.  

Please can I also that this opportunity to ask you to reiterate to your children to do their bit towards 
looking after our school environment, such as not dropping litter and respecting the furniture and 
facilities.   

Communication 

Over the years, families have often commented on communication between home and school, 
worried that they may have missed something or that they have not been fully informed. 
Throughout your child’s education with us, we champion the importance of a partnership between 
families and the school, supporting in both good times and through adversity. Since September 5th 
over 970 direct 1:2:1 communications between staff/teachers and parents have taken place, 
sometimes to chase and check in, but often to praise and reward. This compliments the written 
communications from myself, the Upper and Lower school teams and all that we place on our 
website, MyEd app, via e-mail and through texts. I’d like to reiterate something that I often say; 
please, if you have a concern or a question about your child’s education, contact us, being mindful of 
our communications policy particularly during the day when school is a busy place. The response to 
your communication may not be immediate, but it will be acknowledged swiftly and actioned as 
soon as possible. I am sure you are also pleased to see that we are hosting more events on school 
site, giving you greater access to the school and its staff. Last week, we had two very well attended 
information sessions for Year 11 families and, on the 12th of October, we have the first of many face 
to face parent consultations, this time for year 11, where you will have the opportunity to talk 
directly to your child’s teachers.   

Open Events 

Having only just started this academic year, we are already looking towards our year 6 community 
with our main Open Evening taking place on the 5th of October, followed by 3 Open Morning 
sessions on the 11th, 13th and 21st of October. If you have a child in year 6, please do still come up and 
look around the school as there is much that has changed and having a guided tour may well help 
inform you of how we operate and give you a better understanding of schooling for all your 
children.   



 
 
 
 
Homework  
 

Homework may not always be at the top of the wish list for your children, or perhaps even yourself. 
However, it is shown that a child that engages in learning beyond school time, in addition to taught 
lessons, does progress faster and achieve more highly. It is also good at helping organisation skills 
and re-enforcement of prior learning. I am aware that the home situation may not always be 
conducive to quiet study, and as such, we have our award winning LRC (Library) open until 4.30 on a 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, supported by staff, as a place to get work done before going home; 
it may also save on the heating at home! As a part of our partnership, please support our teachers by 
checking on what homework your children have and that they are completing it to the best of their 
ability. Don’t forget you can view this through satchel one, MyEd and Teams.   
 

Extra-Curricular Activities   
 

The aspects of school life that I am so pleased to see back are the trips, clubs, sporting events and 
shows that we are so renowned for. School is about opportunity, taking chances and making choices 
that shape your children’s lives for the future. Some of our deepest learning, greatest social 
development and most memorable experiences come from being involved in school life. Can I please 
suggest that you talk about what is on offer with your children by looking at our website Clubs and 
Extra-Curricular Activities - Herne Bay High  to see if, together, we can’t just spark a new interest or 
develop a talent that could last a lifetime!  
 

Wishing you all a good weekend, take care, and remember it’s not October yet. I, for one, am not yet 
going near the heating controls at home!  
 

With kindest regards, 
 
   
  
Mr Boyes   
  
Jon Boyes 
Principal 

https://www.hernebayhigh.org/information/clubs-and-extra-curricular-activities/
https://www.hernebayhigh.org/information/clubs-and-extra-curricular-activities/

