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Making the Right Choice
Continuing your journey at HBHS
This will be the first time since starting school that you have had
the opportunity to make a significant decision about your
curriculum. Up to this point your education has been determined
and guided by the government and school, so it is very important
that you think very carefully about your subjects as you start the
next phase of your journey.
Over the coming weeks you will be guided through the options process to learn about the
different courses highlighted in this booklet as well as having conversations with your parents and
teachers about your future – including further education choices and possible employment routes.
This booklet is designed to help you make the best choices for Years 10 and 11. At the end of Year
9 you will have completed 3 years of potentially a 7-year journey at the school. You now need to
start thinking about what you hope to achieve in the future.
Read the booklet carefully then use this information, in consideration with your current levels of
progress, to decide which courses will be best for you to continue with into Years 10 and 11. Enjoy
this exciting new chapter in your education – your future is in your hands!
Who can help me to make my choices?
• Your parents or carers, who know you best as a person.
• Your mentor, Head of Year (Mr J Hopper) and Year Manager (Mrs T Shaw), who know you
and your strengths in school.
• Your subject teachers and Heads of Department, who can tell you about the individual
courses.
• The Senior Leadership Team will do everything they can to give you good advice and help
you with your choices. On Wednesday 21st April, the school will be hosting a Virtual
Student and Parent Options Consultation Event. You will be able to book an appointment
to discuss and receive guidance about your proposed option choices (further details to
follow).
• Colleges and universities can help also help inform your choices.
• YOU! Ultimately this is your decision – do not forget to trust yourself to make the right
decisions but make sure you have discussed this with the people listed above first.

Starting to think about your future career pathways?
During Year 9 you have had opportunity to begin thinking about your
future careers. In October you were asked to complete an
‘aspirations’ survey and in March we launched a number of activities
and live virtual events to allow you to participate in National Careers
Week (1st-5th March). If you have not completed the activities please
click on the following links: ‘About Me’ and ‘Key Qualities’
worksheets; or if would like further information about the careers
progamme at the school, please click on the link to the ‘Careers and
Further Education’ page on our website.

You should aim to make selections for GCSE which will support progression
to A-levels or further education qualifications and for life beyond school. You should look ahead at
what courses and qualifications you may need for each level beyond Year 11 to ensure your choices
allow you to progress as you hope. The range of pathways from Year 9 to higher education or
employment post 18 is illustrated below:

Are some subjects/courses more useful than others?
It is true that many employers are interested in how well you do in
the core subjects of English, Maths, Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics Science. Performance in these subjects is also the key to
obtaining the maximum range of opportunities and choices at
Post-16 level, whether that is through continuing a formal
academic education or moving into an applied further education
or training situation (Apprenticeship).
However, you should treat every subject as equally important
right through your studies. The subjects and courses which we
offer as options are valued in the same way, being equivalent to
one GCSE grade, although some subjects will be more
advantageous for your specific career pathway.
Click on the link to the find out more information about ‘How important are your GCSE grades?’
National Perspectives
The English Baccalaureate (or Ebacc) Qualification (for more information click on the link for The
Uni Guide’s ‘What’s the English Baccalaureate?’)
•

•

The English Baccalaureate is perceived to provide a balanced academic curriculum and will
be promoted to employers as such along with top universities such as the Russell Group,
Oxford and Cambridge as being a measure of academic excellence. At Herne Bay High
School, we have recognised this is an accreditation which some of our students may wish to
achieve and therefore we have designed our curriculum to provide students with the
opportunity of achieving this whilst also studying further courses.
Our options process enables many students to achieve the English Baccalaureate, where
they must gain a 9 - 4 grade in the following subjects:
o English
o Mathematics
o In at least two from Biology, Chemistry, or Physics
o Geography or History
o A Modern Foreign Language (French) - a language will be an advantage for most
careers and is highly regarded by both universities and future employers.

However, the English Baccalaureate model will not suit all our students and there are courses
available for all abilities and interests. Senior staff will guide students (and their parents) in making
the right, fully informed decisions to ensure that the most suitable courses are chosen.
For example, some students will benefit from taking a vocational course in addition to GCSE
courses as they offer a different and very positive learning experience.

•
•
•
•

Pre-16 Qualifications and University Entrance
The following information is taken from a leaflet issued by the
Russell Group, which provides guidance to students about how
their GCSE subjects can affect their course choices at some
universities:
• When applying to university, and especially for a very
competitive course, it is important that you consider all
aspects of the entrance requirements, including the GCSE
or other standard level requirements.
• Universities may ask for a specific number of GCSEs (or
their equivalent). For example, several medical courses
ask for five (sometimes more) 7 plus grades.
GCSE English or another standard level equivalent is very often required at Grade 5 at least.
At many universities this is a universal entry requirement for any course. Mathematics is
only slightly less commonly asked for.
Courses such as Business and Psychology, which may attract applicants who are not
necessarily strong mathematicians, commonly ask for at least a Grade 5 in Mathematics
and, in some cases, one or more of the science GCSEs.
The GCSE or other standard level entrance requirements for individual degree courses is
quite varied. In some cases, a particular subject or grade is required at standard level if it is
not being offered at advanced level.
The summary below gives an idea of some of the GCSE requirements that you might come
across for certain degree courses. Remember that these are only examples. It is important
to check university websites for detailed requirements before applying.
o To study any degree at university you must have secured at least a Grade 4 in both
English and Maths.
o Applicants to study Medicine are required to have very good GCSE results in Maths,
Science and English, normally at Grade 7 or better.
o For a Business degree, students are often required to have taken higher tier Maths
and gained a Grade 6 or above.
o A Grade 6 in Maths and Science is often required for a degree in Psychology.

For further information about the options available to you after school so you can start planning your
next steps, please click on the link to ‘UCAS Further Education’, or to find out more about life as an
undergraduate at University click on the ‘UCAS What and Where to study’ or join the ‘UCAS Hub live
Sessions’ to help you research your next steps.

Apprenticeship, Traineeships and the School Leaver Schemes
School leaver schemes are apprenticeships that are aimed at
students in year 13, but some cater for 16-year-olds who have
finished their GCSEs. The courses for students who leave school at
GCSE level are intermediate or advanced apprenticeships, and higher
apprenticeships for those with A-levels.
These programmes are a middle ground between full-time
employment and higher education. The schemes offer a healthy
balance between work and study. Companies sponsor, or partsponsor students to study towards qualifications that are relevant to
the business or industry they work within.
Should you require further information about Post 16 Options please click on the following links to
access the ‘Sixth Form at Herne Bay High School’ or the ‘Career choices at 16’.
If parents would like more information or to discuss how these points may affect the future
choices of your son/daughter, please contact the school via the options@hernebayhigh.org email.

Making the Right Choice for Year 10 & 11
What should I think about when making my choices?
You should base your choices on:
• subjects you are good at – this will lead to better motivation and your best results.
• subjects which interest you, which you enjoy and which you want to study for two years.
• subjects which may help you with your future career (if you already have some idea of
what this might be).
Do not:
• choose a subject because your friends are choosing it. What could be right for them could
be totally wrong for you!
• choose a subject because you like the current teacher, it will probably be a different
teacher teaching the option course.
• choose a subject that you think is “easy” and will require less effort.
The following links maybe useful:
For parents: ‘Choosing GCSE Options…Advice for Parents’
For students: ‘Choosing GCSE Questions 19 Questions to ask yourself’

What are the different courses offered in Year 10?
There are 5 different qualifications offered in Year 10 & 11 –
GCSEs, BTEC First and Technical Awards, OCR Nationals,
and GCSE Vocational.
General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSEs) are the
traditional qualification that replaced the O level and CSE
qualifications in the 1980s. The qualification mainly involves
studying the theory of a subject, together with some investigative
work, while some subjects also involve practical work.

Business and Technology Education Council (BTECs) First and Technical Awards and OCR
Cambridge Nationals are vocational qualifications designed to give students the skills they need to
move on to higher education or to go straight into employment. By applying learning to real-life
situations, these qualifications offer a more practical approach than traditional courses.
Students must undertake several units for which they present evidence based that allows them to
demonstrate their skills and knowledge in practical situations. First and Technical Awards are
designed to equip learners with the practical, transferable skills and core knowledge they need to
progress to further general or vocational study, including level 3 qualifications, employment, or
apprenticeships.
In addition to BTECs and OCR Cambridge Nationals, there are also GCSEs in vocational subjects (e.g.,
engineering). These GCSEs can be a first step on the ladder to a specific career and can lead on to
further vocationally focused study or training.
If you think you would succeed better working in this way, the BTEC Technical or First Awards, OCR
Cambridge National, or GCSE Vocational route may be the one to investigate.

How are the different qualifications graded?

The Curriculum Plan
The following subjects will be studied by all students as part of their ‘Core’ Programme.
Subject
English
Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
PE
PSHE

Lessons per
fortnight
10
9
5
5
5
5
1

Possible Qualification
2 GCSEs – English Language and English Literature
1 GCSE
1 GCSE
1 GCSE
1 GCSE
n/a
n/a

The Options Choices will complete the Year 10 and 11 Curriculum:
Option
Option 1
Option 2
Option 3

Lessons per
fortnight
6
6
6

Possible Qualifications
1 GCSE or equivalent
1 GCSE or equivalent
1 GCSE or equivalent

The Options Process
The remainder of this booklet is divided into 2 sections –
A) The ‘Core’ programme (compulsory subjects)
B) The Optional subjects
All students will study English (language and Literature),
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. In addition,
students will choose 3 (three) subjects and 2 (two) reserves
from the Optional Subjects.

Each subject profile page provides an outline of the course and its assessment requirements.
Please discuss the subjects with your parents and start to think about what subjects you would like
to study.
At the start of Term 5 we have organised a week of events to support you in making the right
decision for you.
Monday 19th April – Friday 23rd April 2021
Subject specific taster sessions

Wednesday 21st April 2021: 2.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Virtual Students’ & Parents’ Options Consultation
Friday 23rd April
Options Online open (details about accessing the Options Online
will follow)
Thursday 29th April @ 4 pm
Deadline for Options Online Submission

w/c Monday 7th June
Confirmation letter informing parents and students of the choices.

Will I get the subject(s) I choose?
We always try to offer students their choices, but
unfortunately, this is not always possible for three main
reasons:
1. More students may choose the subject than we can cater for.
In this case, we must select those students who we feel are
most suitable for that course.
2. Not enough students may choose a particular course to make it
viable to run; in these circumstances, certain courses may have
to be withdrawn.
3. We may feel that you have not chosen a suitable course(s) or
combination of subjects. In consultation with you and your
parents, we will advise more appropriate subject choice(s)
‘Changes’ to your original choices
If we must make any changes to your child’s original choices (for the various reasons outlined
above) we will always consult with the child first, and then the parent if required.
If parents would like more information or to discuss how these points may affect the future
choices of your son/daughter, please contact the school via the Options 2021 email.
Please click on the following link ‘Subjects at Herne Bay High’ for further details about all the courses
on offer.

Section A:
The Core Programme

GCSE
English Language & Literature
Course description
All students are entered for English Language and English Literature GCSEs.
The final examinations are taken at the end of Year 11.
Head of Department

Ms R Spencer
Exam Board

OCR
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

10
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

2
Exam Board website
English Language
English Literature
School website
HBHS English dept.

English Language
Communicating Information and Ideas
Within this component students will learn how to read and compare non-fiction
texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries and how to create effective nonfiction writing of their own.
Exploring effects and impact
Within this component students focus on reading literary prose texts, including
literary non-fiction, and how to create effective pieces of original creative
writing.
English Literature
Exploring Modern and Literary Heritage Texts
Students study modern prose or drama text and are taught to develop the ability
to create connections with other modern texts of the same genre.
Exploring poetry and Shakespeare
Students study one Shakespeare play and one thematic poetry cluster from the
OCR Poetry Anthology

Assessment
English Language Examination
• Communicating Information and Ideas – 80 marks 2 hour written paper (50%)
• Exploring effects and impact – 80 marks 2 hour written paper (50%)
English Literature Examination
• Exploring modern and literary heritage texts – 80 marks 2 hour written paper (50%)
• Exploring poetry and Shakespeare – 80 marks 2 hour written paper (50%)

GCSE
Mathematics
Course description
All students study, and are entered for GCSE Mathematics.
There are two tiers of examination: Foundation and Higher.
Students will follow a course which matches their interest and ability in the
subject.
Head of Department

Mrs K Davies

The assessment objectives have an increased emphasis on problem solving often
requiring multi-step solutions and with multiple ways of answering correctly.

Exam Board

Students will be required develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of
mathematical methods and concepts. They are expected to acquire, select and
apply mathematical techniques to solve problems and they are required to
reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions.

OCR
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

9
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Mathematics
School website
HBHS Maths Dept.

By the end of the course students will be able to solve problems and translate
problems in mathematical and non-mathematical contexts, make and use
connections between different parts of mathematics and interpret and evaluate
results in the context of the given problem to identify how solutions may have
been affected by assumptions made.
The scopes of study include: Number; Algebra; Geometry and Measures;
Probability and Statistics; Ratio, proportion and rate of change.

Assessment
For GCSE Mathematics there are three examinations at the end of the course, two calculator papers
and a non-calculator paper. Each of these papers is equally weighted and therefore counts towards a
third of the final grade. Each paper has 100 marks allocated and the total marks available is 300.
All assessment objectives and scopes of study can be assessed on any of the three exam papers and
each paper will be a mix of assessment objectives and content from the breadth and depth of the
course.
The final GCSE grades that are available for students are detailed below:
• Higher Maths: Grades 9-4
• Foundation Maths: Grades 5-1
Following the mock exams in year 11 the tier of entry will be determined for each student.
We will evaluate which tier we feel is most suitable for each individual student and
discuss this with them to ensure they are in agreement with the decision

GCSE
Biology
Course description
Students will follow the Separate Science courses throughout Year 10 and 11. The
three GCSE Science qualifications enable students to develop scientific
knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Head of Department

Mrs L Powell
Exam Board

Edexcel

This course is ideal for students wishing to continue studying Science courses at A
level.
The key topics covered in the Biology specification include:
• Key concepts in Biology, which includes the fundamental study of cells
and their structures, the use of microscopes and the importance of
enzymes as biological catalysts.
•

Cells and control, which looks at the processes involved in growth, repair
and reproduction.

5

•

Genetics, including the structure of DNA and its importance in
inheritance.

Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

•

Natural selection and genetic modification, which includes the work of
Darwin and Wallace as well as the evidence for human evolution.

•

Health, disease and the development of medicines, where the
differences between diseases and their transmission is studied.

•

Plant structures and their functions, which includes the adaptations for
photosynthesis.

•

Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, which includes the role of
hormones in maintaining homeostasis.

•

Exchange and transport in animals, where the structure and function of
the heart and circulatory system is studied.

•

Ecosystems and material cycles, which looks at the relationship between
organisms and their environments.

Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

1
Exam Board website
Biology
School website
HBHS Science Dept.

Assessment
Students will be assessed at the end of Year 11, where students will sit two externally assessed exams.
Each paper has a duration of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Throughout the GCSE Biology course students will develop the skills, knowledge and understanding of
working scientifically. Working scientifically will be assessed through the examinations and the
completion of the eight core practicals developed by the exam board. These core practicals
are assessed within the exams.

GCSE
Chemistry
Course description
Students will follow the Separate Science courses throughout Year 10 and 11. The
three GCSE Science qualifications enable students to develop scientific
knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Head of Department

Mrs L Powell
Exam Board

This course is ideal for students wishing to continue studying Science courses at A
level.
The key topics covered in the Chemistry specification include:
• Key concepts in chemistry, which includes fundamental structure of the
atom, the periodic table and types of bonding.

Edexcel

•

States of matter and mixtures, including what happens when a substance
changes state and how mixtures can be separated.

Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

•

Chemical changes, which considers the reactions of acids and the process
of electrolysis.

•

Extracting metals and equilibria, which includes the way different metals
are extracted from their ores.

•

Separate chemistry 1, which involves the properties of transition metals
and calculations involved in chemistry.

•

Rates of reaction and energy changes, which includes the effect of
changing conditions on the rate of a reaction.

•

Fuels and Earth science, where the separation of crude oil into its
fractions and their uses are studied.

•

Separate chemistry 2, which includes the testing of ions, structure of
different hydrocarbons and nanoparticles.

•

Groups in the periodic table, looking at the properties and reactions of
Groups 1, 7 and 0

5
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Chemistry
School website
HBHS Science Dept.

Assessment
Students will be assessed at the end of Year 11, where students will sit two externally assessed exams.
Each paper has a duration of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Throughout the GCSE Chemistry course students will develop the skills, knowledge and understanding of
working scientifically. Working scientifically will be assessed through the examinations and the
completion of the eight core practicals developed by the exam board. These core practicals are
assessed within the exams.

GCSE
Physics
Course description

Head of Department

Mrs L Powell
Exam Board

Edexcel
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

5
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Physics
School website
HBHS Science Dept.

Students will follow the Separate Science courses throughout Year 10 and 11. The
three GCSE Science qualifications enable students to develop scientific
knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
This course is ideal for students wishing to continue studying Science courses at A
level.
The key topics covered in the Physics specification include:
• Key concepts of physics, which includes different units involved.
• Motion and forces, which includes the use of key equations to calculate
speed, acceleration and force.
• Conservation of energy, which considers energy transfers and efficiency.
• Waves, including their key features and properties and how they transfer
energy.
• Light and the electromagnetic spectrum, which includes the study of the
properties and uses of both visible light and electromagnetic waves.
• Radioactivity, including what makes unstable nuclei and how they emit
radiation.
• Astronomy, which includes the structure of the Solar System and the
theories of how the universe was formed.
• Energy - Forces doing work, including key equations involving energy.
• Forces and their effects, which involves drawing and using free body
diagrams.
• Electricity and circuits, which includes describing the differences between
series and parallel circuits.
• Static electricity, including how items become charged.
• Magnetism and the motor effect, which includes how a magnet can be
induced.
• Electromagnetic induction, including why the National Grid transfers
electricity at high voltage.
• Particle model, using kinetic theory to describe the states of matter.
• Forces and matter, including key equations to calculate force on a spring
and pressure.

Assessment
Students will be assessed at the end of Year 11, where students will sit two externally assessed exams.
Each paper has a duration of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Throughout the GCSE Physics course students will develop the skills, knowledge and understanding
of working scientifically. Working scientifically will be assessed through the examinations and
the completion of the eight core practicals developed by the exam board. These core
practicals are assessed within the exams.

Section B:
The Optional Subjects

GCSE
Art 3D Studies
Course description
This is an art course which involves working in 3d materials and media. The
controlled assessment element of the course comprises of 2 units of work that
allow students to develop a range of ideas that lead to a final sculptural outcome.

Head of Department

Miss S Penfold

Students must show a great willingness to explore many techniques and
processes that are sculptural including: clay, plaster, wire, paper and found
objects.

AQA

The use of a sketchbook is an integral part of the course where students will
demonstrate how they can generate ideas through drawing and how they can
create visual research about other Artists.

Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

Students will then use the sketchbook to show thorough and clear development
of their ideas through experimentation of different media and materials.

Exam Board

6

Students will produce final pieces that link to the work in their sketchbooks.
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Art 3D Studies
School website
HBHS Visual Art Dept.

Assessment
The examination takes the form of six weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 10 hours in the Art studio to
complete the final examination piece.
All work is internally marked but externally moderated.

GCSE
Art Graphics
Course description
This is a specialised course that considers all aspects of graphic design through
exploring a range of graphics media and techniques.

Head of Department

Miss S Penfold
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

Candidates will be required to work in a variety of areas, exploring and showing
understanding of computer graphics, illustration,
advertising, packaging and some animation.
Candidates will need to be keen to learn new skills as well as developing and
improving existing skills in art and design. Candidates will need to be able to
draw, paint and show analytical understanding of artists and graphic designers.
Candidates must realise the importance of pride in the presentation of their
work, and they will be marked on this throughout the course.
Candidates will be expected to work on their coursework independently outside
of lesson time and they will be expected to attend a catch up session once a
week after school.

1
Exam Board website
Art 3D Studies
School website
HBHS Visual Art Dept.

Assessment
The examination takes the form of six weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 10 hours in the Art studio to
complete the final examination piece.
All work is internally marked but externally moderated.

GCSE
Business
Course description

Head of Department

Mrs L Payne
Exam Board

Edexcel
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Business
School website
HBHS WRL dept.

Theme 1 – Investigating small business
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship – students are introduced to the dynamic
nature of business in relation to how and why business ideas come about. They explore
the impact of risk and reward on business activity and the role of entrepreneurship.
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity – students will explore how new and small
businesses identify opportunities through understanding customer needs and conducting
market research. They will also focus on understanding the competition.
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice – this topic focuses on making a business
idea happen through identifying aims and objectives and concentrating on the financial
aspects.
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective – students will explore a range of factors that
impact on the success of the business, including location, the marketing mix and the
business plan.
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business – students are introduced to a
range of factors, many of which are outside of the immediate control of the business,
such as stakeholders, technology, legislation and the economy. Students will explore how
businesses respond to these influences.
Theme 2 – Building a business
Topic 2.1 Growing the business – students are introduced to methods of growth and how
and why business aims and objectives change as businesses evolve. The impact of
globalisation and the ethical and nvironmental questions facing businesses are explored.
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions – students will explore how each element of the
marketing mix is managed and used to inform and make business decisions in a
competitive marketplace.
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions – this topic focuses on meeting customer needs
through the design, supply, quality and sales decisions a business makes.
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions – students will explore the tools a business has to
support financial decision making, including ratio analysis and the use and limitation of a
range of financial information.
Topic 2.5 Growing a business means that decisions relating to organisational structure,
recruitment, training and motivation that need to be made to influence business activity.

Assessment
Assessment for this course is 100% examination and there is no coursework element.
Students will sit TWO 1 hour and 30 minute papers (each paper is worth 50% of total marks).
The paper is divided into three sections: Section A: 35 marks, Section B: 30 marks & Section C: 25 marks.
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer (worth 3-6 marks) and extended writing
questions (worth 9-12 marks).
Students are assessed on their:
• course knowledge
• the quality of the application when answering questions to real-life business case studies
• analytical skills
• evaluative skills.

GCSE
Dance
Course description
This 2-year course explores three main areas of study:
Composition: Creating solo and/or group dances based upon set material taught
and a variety of other stimuli.
Head of Department

Ms A O'Neill
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1

Performance: Performing in solo and group dances in a variety of styles. Students
will be taught 6 set phrases of which they must select 3 to perform with
accuracy.
Appreciation: Learning about safe practice as a dancer and also the study of
Professional Choreographers. They will also learn to critically appreciate their
own work.
Students wishing to follow this course would benefit from having
followed dance in KS3 and/or take part in dance classes outside school. They
must be prepared to understand the theory of dance as well as be prepared to
dance in front of an audience on several occasions.
Students must take part in practical lessons and wear correct dance kit of black
trousers and GCSE dance T-shirt.

Exam Board website
Dance
School website
HBHS Dance Dept.

Assessment
The course is examined as follows:
Composition/Choreography: 30% of GCSE - 40 marks
• Solo or group choreography – 2 ½ -3 ½ mins
Performance: 30% of GCSE – 40 marks
• Solo Performance – 1 min
• Duet/trio performance – 3 ½ mins
Appreciation: 40% of GCSE – 80 marks
• Written Paper – 1 hour 30 mins

GCSE
Design & Technology
Course description
This new Design & Technology GCSE course will enable students to study
contemporary technologies, work with a range of materials and learn about
modern and traditional processes.

Head of Department

Mrs N Morris
Exam Board

OCR
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

The course is designed for students who like designing and developing their ideas
in an iterative process. Students will enjoy working with a variety of tools,
equipment, materials and processes.
Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes
that solve real and relevant problems; whilst applying technical and practical
expertise. The school offers the latest computer aided technologies including a
computerised embroidery machine, a computerised milling machine, 3D printers
and a laser cutter to enable students to enhance their designs.
This course leads onto OCR A Level Design and Technology and is a good choice
for those interested in going on to work in either Fashion Design, Furniture
Design, Interior Design or Craft based apprenticeships.

1
Exam Board website
Design & Technology
School website
HBHS Technology Dept.

Assessment
Non Exam Assessment – Iterative Design Challenge (50%)
Students will be given the opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge, understanding and skills they have
developed throughout the course in order to create a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence that
reflect a real-world design consideration.
Written Examination – Principles of Design and Technology (50%)
This single exam is 2 hours in length. It covers questions from the core content area and the ‘in-depth’
area that students have chosen to study. The paper is split into two sections.
Section A: This consists of three detailed questions that require you to demonstrate your core knowledge
(55 marks).
Section B: A situational context will be provided with questions that will test your in-depth knowledge on
materials, processes, technical understanding and wider issues. (45 marks).

GCSE
Drama
Course description
Drama GCSE is an exciting, mostly practical course, where you will learn how to
create successful Drama, be it scripted or devised, honing and developing the
fundamental skills of performance that you have learned at KS3.

Head of Department

Mrs C Cobb
Exam Board

Eduqas
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1

You will learn about and practically explore a range of Drama styles, including all
aspects of theatre, from performing, to designing, to directing.
You will not only learn how to characterise a role, but develop yourself, learning
transferrable skills that can be applied to a wide range of future career paths.
Through GCSE Drama you will develop the essential skills of working
collaboratively and cohesively in teams, public speaking and presentation,
resilience, empathy and creativity.
There will be opportunities to see a variety of live theatre at different venues
during the course.
This course is a must for anyone who enjoys performing and likes to collaborate
and be creative.

Exam Board website
Drama
School website
HBHS Drama Dept.

Assessment
Devising plays (40%) - Creating and devising your own piece of Drama in groups, based on a stimuli.
You will be assessed on:
• A final devised TIE performance
• An audio/visual portfolio of your process
• A written evaluation.
Performance from a text (20%) - A group, scripted performance of two sections of a play for an external
examiner. You will be assessed on:
• Your final acting performance only.
Interpreting Theatre (40%) - 90 minute written exam
You will be assessed on your answers to:
• A series of short and extended questions on a set text studied
• Your response to a live production seen during the course.

GCSE Level 1 / 2 Award
Engineering
Course description
The Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Engineering is a practical, work-related course
which is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade. You learn by completing projects and
assignments based on realistic engineering situations.

Head of Department

Mrs L Gowers

You will study 3 Units:
Engineering Design – Unit 1
• The purpose of this unit is for learners to analyse engineered products in
order to propose design solutions to meet the given requirements.

•
Exam Board

Students will develop technical drawing skills and understand industry
regulations.

Eduqas
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6

Producing Engineering Products – Unit 2
• The purpose of this unit is for learners to use the skills they have
developed over the course and make an engineered product.

•

Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Engineering
School website
HBHS Technology Dept.

Students will need to accurately follow technical drawings to produce an
engineered product.

Responding to an Engineering Brief – Unit 3
• Learners will use their knowledge and understanding of engineering
processes and material properties to solve problems.

•

This will be externally assessed in a written examination.

What type of person would enjoy this course? Someone ……
• with a keen interest in engineering and designing products for a specific
need.

Assessment
Internal Assessment (75%)
External Assessment (25%)

•

who wants to learn about the engineering industry.

•

who can work independently and within team situations.

•

who may be thinking of an apprenticeship in engineering.

•

who may be thinking of taking further engineering courses after Year 11.

The school has developed local industry links with Amphenol & P & B Metals.
For this subject there is the possibility of an apprenticeship at the end of
Year 11 or 13 for successful students.

GCSE
Fine Art
Course description
This is a general art course which involves drawing, painting, printing, and mixed
media methods of working.
The controlled assessment element of the course comprises of 2 units of work
that allow students to develop a range of ideas that lead to a final outcome.
Head of Department

Miss S Penfold
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1

Students should be prepared to work hard and show commitment to refining
their artistic ability throughout the course.
Students must understand that this course will require them to attend after
school sessions to continue and complete their practical work.

The use of a sketchbook is an integral part of the course where students will
demonstrate and clearly show their ability to record through drawings and
generating ideas and through clear visual research about other artists and
images.
The development of their work is paramount as students need to document all
aspects their visual journey. Students must take pride in their presentation and
be able to analyse art work in detail.

Exam Board website
Art 3D Studies
School website
HBHS Visual Art Dept.

Assessment
Controlled Assessment 60%
Examination Paper
40%
The examination takes the form of six weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 10 hours in the art studio to
complete the final examination piece.
All work is internally marked but externally moderated.

GCSE
French
Course description
Why study a language?
If you have a language qualification it shows prospective employers/ colleges that
you are able to:
• Adapt to new situations
Head of Department

•

Make decisions quickly by selecting the most appropriate options

Miss R Willetts

•

Communicate successfully in a range of unpredictable circumstances

•

Use a range of strategies to understand often complex texts on a range
of topics

Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1

In addition, of course, it means that you can travel to exotic and exciting places,
talk to the locals to discover the best places to sample exquisite food and drink
whilst watching the sunset over some of the most stunning scenery the world has
to offer.
Not to mention the range of jobs and careers open to linguists, such as travel and
tourism, business, international relations and law. If you can kick a ball
reasonably well, you might even end up in the Arsenal first team….

Exam Board website
French
School website
HBHS MFL Dept.

Assessment
We have chosen the new AQA specification for our GCSE course because:
The topics are interesting and centred on practical situations you are likely to encounter if you go to
France or one of the many other French-speaking countries.
There examination paper has a foundation and higher tier.
All the examinations are conducted at the end of the course at the end of Year 11.
For our French course the assessment process is broken down into the four individual components;
Listening, Speaking, Writing and Reading.
• The speaking is assessed through a role play with your teacher, the description of a photo and a
general conversation on topics covered during the course.
• The written element is assessed in a formal external examination through structured writing tasks
as well as translations.
• The Reading and Listening skills are also assessed at the end of Year 11 in formal external
examinations.

GCSE
Geography
Course description
Our Geography GCSE course will excite your mind, challenge your perceptions
and provide you with access to a rapidly changing world. Consider these
questions…
• What is a tropical storm? Why do some countries experience such
extreme weather? Why do these storms cause so much destruction?

•

Why are earthquakes so dangerous when they occur? How do people
who live in high risk zones adapt to cope with them?

•

What hazards do we face here in the UK? What are the impacts on
people of events such as flooding?

AQA

•

More than 350,000 babies are born each day… is there going to be
enough food and water for everyone in the future?

Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

•

Migration is a very topical issue in the news – what is everyone talking
about? What types of migration are there?

•

Why have some countries become so rich in the last 50 years whilst some
are trapped in endless poverty?

Head of Department

Mr M Cox
Exam Board

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Geography
School website
HBHS Geography Dept.

Assessment
Examination (100%)
3 papers

Are you interested in the answers? You will be able to answer these questions
and many others that are just as interesting by opting to study GCSE Geography!
You will travel the world from the classroom and explore many interesting places,
current topical issues and have fun along the way!
There is also a field trip element to the course, which takes place outside of
school.
What topics might I study?
Natural hazards - Earthquake events - Extreme weather events - Global climate
change - Rivers and coasts - Tropical rainforests - Hot deserts - Urban
environments - Slums of Lagos - Regeneration of East London - Global
development levels - The development of Nigeria - UK economy and employment
- The challenge of managing food, water and energy resources - Fieldwork Geographical, map and maths skills
Geography is popular because you learn about your real world – everything has
something to do with geography!
Geography is a highly regarded qualification that can be used in a variety of jobs journalism, media, tourism, business, transport, travel, armed forces, veterinary,
teaching, pilot, police force, environmental management, engineering, town
planning, etc.
In geography you will develop transferrable skills such as data
collection, decision making, researching, analysing, ICT skills and
report writing. As such, there is a strong maths and
written English element to the course.

OCR Level 1 / 2 Cambridge National Certificate

Health & Social Care
Course description

Head of Department

Mrs K Morris
Exam Board

OCR

The course will include four units of work that are assessed both
internally through coursework and externally.

Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Health & Social Care
School website
HBHS WRL dept.

Assessment
Unit
No.
R021

R022

R023

This course is particularly aimed towards those students who are
interested in working in the Health, Social Care and Early Years
sectors.
This course will prepare students for jobs in roles where they will be
expected to communicate effectively with people and provide
support within environments such as care settings for the elderly,
children and disabled people of all ages.
This course is also suitable for those wishing to gain a qualification to
support further study in higher education in areas such as Nursing,
Social Work, Teaching and Nursery Nursing.

Type of Assessment
Externally assessed 1
hour exam (25%
mandatory unit)
Internally assessed
coursework (25%
mandatory unit)
Internally assessed
coursework (25%
mandatory unit)

Plus, one internally assessed
optional unit (25%)

Unit R021: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care
settings - This unit provides students with an understanding of how to
support individuals to maintain their rights, the importance of the
values of care and how they are applied, how legislation impacts on
care settings and how personal hygiene safety and security measures
protect individuals.
Unit R022: Communicating and working with individuals in health,
social care and early years settings – In this unit students will gain an
understanding of how to communicate effectively and the personal
qualities that contribute to effective care. They will demonstrate the
skills they have learnt through planning and carrying out interactions.
Unit R023: Understanding body systems and disorders – Students
will learn about the cardiovascular, respiratory and digestive systems
and the disorders that affect these body systems. They will then
interpret data obtained from measuring body rates with reference to
the functioning of healthy body systems.
Plus, students will study a fourth optional unit which will be decided
in Year 11.

GCSE
History
Course description
The GCSE History course is divided into 4 modules over the 2 years.
Germany, 1890-1945: Democracy and dictatorship - This period study focuses on
the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. It was a
period of democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse of
democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism.
Head of Department

Miss L Fairbard
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

Conflict and tension, 1894-1918 - This in depth study enables students to
understand the complex and diverse interests of nations and states. It focuses on
the causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War and seeks to show how
and why conflict occurred, and why it proved difficult to bring the war to a
conclusion. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups and
how they were affected by and influenced international relations.

1

Britain: Health and the people - This thematic study will enable students to gain
an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a
long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of
short and long term developments, their impact on British society and how they
were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which
they took place.

Exam Board website
History
School website
HBHS History Dept.

Norman England, 1066-c1100 - This option allows students to study in depth a
specific historical period – the arrival of the Normans and the establishment of
their rule. This study will address the political, military, religious, economic,
social, and cultural aspects of this period and arising controversies.

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

Assessment
This course is assessed though examination only, there is no coursework
Examination: 2 papers, both at the end of Year 11.
• Paper 1: Understanding the modern world (50% of total marks)
• Paper 2: Shaping the nation (50% of total marks)
This course is ideal for those students who have an enquiring mind and like finding out things for
themselves as well as being interested in History.
Please be aware there is a heavy emphasis on written work within this subject. There is also a significant
amount of factual knowledge to remember for the exam.

GCSE Level 1 / 2 Award
Hospitality & Catering
Course description
This qualification is intended for students who are interested in food preparation
in a commercial catering environment and wish to develop skills and knowledge
that will prepare them for further study or employment within this sector.

Head of Department

Mrs L Gowers
Exam Board

Eduqas
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

The Level 1/2 Award will give students the opportunity to develop an
understanding of:
• Practical food preparation skills and techniques.
•

Meal and menu planning.

•

Cooking methods and recipes.

•

Commercial practice.

•

Career opportunities within the catering sector.

•

Food hygiene and safety.

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Hospitality & Catering
School Website
HBHS Food & Nutrition

Students will be expected to make a range of food products and will develop
skills related to commercial food preparation including hygiene, food
presentation and considering production in quantity. Students will be expected
to apply practical expertise to ensure that food meets the customer’s needs.
Please be aware that there is a financial implication with this course for the
purchase of ingredients.
The skills gained in this course could lead to further study of a related Level 3
vocational qualification or an apprenticeship in a related area of employment. It
will also offer a progressive route through to a wide range of A levels, BTEC Level
3 National Diplomas.

Assessment
Assessment procedure for Technical Awards
Students will complete two mandatory units (one externally assessed and one internally assessed).
Unit 1 - The Hospitality and Catering Industry (40%)
Students study the fundaments of food and catering. This is assessed through an online exam and will
cover a range of multiple choice, short and long response questions.
Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action (60%)
Students will produce a menu, production plan and sample dishes in response to the brief. They will be
assessed on their presentation and techniques used within the practical alongside the plan for the dishes.

GCSE
Food Preparation & Nutrition
Course description
This qualification is intended for students who are interested in food science
alongside practical cooking tasks. The GCSE course equips students with an
array of culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition, food traditions
& kitchen safety.

Head of Department

Mrs L Gowers
Exam Board

OCR
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Food Prep & Nutrition
School Website
HBHS Food & Nutrition

The course focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a
thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials.
Students must be able to make the connections between theory and practice to
apply their understanding of food and nutrition to practical preparation.
This is an exciting course with practical lessons most weeks, this will incur costs
as ingredients will need to be purchased. Please consider this when choosing
this course.
Upon completion of this course, students may choose to go on to further study
towards qualifications in nutrition, sports nutrition, food technology or embark
on an apprenticeship or full-time career in the catering or food industries.

Assessment
1.
2.
3.
4.

Examination (50%) 1 hour 30 minutes testing theoretical knowledge of food
preparation & nutrition based on 4 core topics:
Nutrition
Skills – preparation and cooking techniques.
Cooking and food preparation
Food provenance and choice

Non-Exam Assessment (50%) Students will complete two non-exam assessment tasks:
Task 1: Food Investigation (45 marks – 15% final grade)
Students undertake an investigation of the working characteristics; functional and chemical properties of ingredients then write
a report on the findings.
Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (105 marks – 35% final grade)
Students will show knowledge, skills & understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and
application of nutrition related to the chosen task which will be based upon a theme set by OCR examining board.
Students will prepare, cook, and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three
hours, planning how this will be achieved. Although a substantial amount of the theoretical content
through practical tasks, a proportion of the work requires cover of the theory in some depth
written means. Attention to this area is essential to achieve your potential grade.

is taught
by

BTEC Technical Award in
Music Practice
Course description

Head of Department

Mrs A Short
Exam Board

Edexcel
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

This course is a practical introduction to life and work in the industry:
•
Developing skills, including teamwork, leadership and communication
•
Developing and presenting music to a brief
•
Analyses, evaluates and enhances students’ learning
•
Provides a solid foundation for progression to BTEC Level 3 and a career
in music
There will be opportunities for performers, creators and producers with chances
to look at:
•
Different styles and genres of music
•
Exploring professional and commercial skills for the music industry
•
Relationships between different areas of the music industry
•
Responding to a brief as either a performer or a producer

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Music Practice
School website
HBHS Music dept.

Assessment
Coursework (60%) & Externally Assessed Task (40%)
Component 1
Component 2
Component 3

Exploring Music Products and Styles - 30% coursework
Music Skills Development - 30% Coursework
Responding to a Commercial Music Brief - 40% externally assessed task

GCSE
Photography
Course description
This is a very focused course that is based on photography and digital
photographic manipulation. Students will be required to complete 2 units of
extended controlled assessment that must be of the highest quality and reflect
the amount of guided learning hours.

Head of Department

Miss S Penfold
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1

This course will require students to commit to taking photographs outside of
lesson time and being able to understand how important location and
composition are to any photograph.
Due to the highly technical and analytical nature of this course, all students
wishing to take the GCSE course must attend a 6 week pre-course after school
training session. Failure to attend these sessions will result in not obtaining a
place on the course.
The use of a sketchbook is paramount to this course and students must be aware
that presentation of all work has to be professional. Students will be expected to
be able to analyse in depth other artists and photographers work and must be
able to show clear development of their ideas through drawing and photographic
manipulation.

Exam Board website
Art 3D Studies
School website
HBHS Visual Art Dept.

Assessment
Completion of pre-GCSE photography course prior to start of Year 10.
The examination takes the form of six weeks preparation and a maximum of 10 hours in the Art studio to
complete the final examination piece.
All work is internally marked but externally moderated.

GCSE
Religious Studies
Course description

Head of Department

Mrs F Allen
Exam Board

AQA
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Religious Studies
School website
HBHS RE Dept.

Do you want to study for a GCSE that is recognised by universities as one of the
most important academic subjects?
Do you want to study a subject that has been highlighted by top London
businesses as one of the most critical GCSEs that help to make young people
more employable?
Do you want to study a subject that will stimulate your mind and open doors to
countless careers?
If you have answered yes to any of the above then GCSE RS is the course for you.
You do not have to be ‘religious’ to study this course but you need to be
someone who has a questioning, open mind and is interested in people and the
world around them. This course is an academic study of religious beliefs, ethics
and philosophy. It develops student’s skills of research, questioning, debate,
empathy, understanding and evaluation. Students are encouraged to examine
their own views on matters which affect them now and later in life.
In today’s world the study of religion, ethics and philosophy is more important
than ever. As a result GCSE RS is one of the fastest growing GCSEs nationally.
• Should we allow abortion and euthanasia?
• Should we bring back the death penalty?
• Is there life after death?
• What does religion say about war?
• What do Muslims and Christians really believe?
These are just some of the questions that you will be asking, debating and
answering when studying the Religious Studies course at GCSE.
We also provide students with a wide range of experiences to aid their learning,
including the opportunity to take part in an evening ghost hunt.

Assessment
The RS department has a long standing history at HBHS of getting some of the best GCSE results.
Assessment for this course is 100% examination. There is no coursework element.
Students will sit two 1 hour 45 minute papers of equal weighting.
Questions range from multiple choice answers to extended writing. Students are assessed on their
knowledge, understanding and evaluation skills.

Cambridge National L2 Certificate in

Sports Studies
Course description
The Cambridge National Certificate in Sports Studies is a practical, workrelated course which is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade. You learn by
completing projects and assignments based on realistic sporting
situations.

Head of Department

Mr C Scorer
Exam Board

OCR
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Sports Studies
School website
HBHS PE Dept.

Assessment
Coursework (75%) &
External Exam (25%)

You will study 4 units:
Externally assessed unit (hand written exam paper).
Contemporary issues in sport *
•
Issues affecting participation in sport
•
Role of sport in promoting values
•
Hosting major sporting events
•
The role of national governing bodies
Developing sports skills
•
Using skills, techniques and tactics as an individual and team
performer
•
Officiating
•
Reviewing sports performance and applying practice methods
Sports Leadership
•
Qualities, styles, roles and responsibilities of effective sports
leadership
•
Plan, deliver and evaluate a sports session
Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities
•
Know about different outdoor activities
•
The value of participation
•
Plan and demonstrate knowledge of skills
What type of person would enjoy this course? Someone …
•
who enjoys practical learning
•
with a keen interest in participating in different sports and
developing their sports leadership skills
•
who wants to learn more about contemporary issues in sport
•
who can work independently and within team situations
•
who may be thinking of a career in the sports or outdoor
education industry or physical education
•
who may be thinking of taking further sports-related courses
after Year 11

BTEC First Award
Travel & Tourism
Course description
This course is designed for those students who are particularly interested in
working in the Travel and Tourism industry.

Head of Department

Mrs K Morris
Exam Board

Edexcel
Number of timetabled
periods per fortnight:

6
Equivalent number of
GCSEs awarded:

1
Exam Board website
Travel & Tourism
School website
HBHS WRL dept.

Assessment
Unit
No.
1
2

3

Type of Assessment
Externally assessed 1 hour
exam (25% mandatory unit)
Internally assessed
coursework (25% mandatory
unit)
Internal Synoptic assessment
(25% mandatory unit)

Plus, one optional internally assessed
coursework unit (25%)

This course will give students the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and
understanding of, and develop skills in, the Travel and Tourism sector, for
example posts in travel agencies, visitor attractions and the tourist information
centres.
This course has been developed to provide an engaging and stimulating
introduction to the Travel and Tourism industry.
Developing Employability Skills
Throughout the Edexcel BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism, students will
develop a range of employability skills.
These employability skills include: self-management, team working, business
awareness and customer awareness, problem solving, communication, basic
literacy and numeracy, a positive attitude to work and the use of IT.
The course will include four units of work that are assessed both internally
through coursework and externally through an exam.
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector – This unit covers the main types of
tourism in the UK, the contribution that Travel and Tourism makes to the UK
economy and the different component industries that make up the UK Travel and
Tourism sector.
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations – This unit covers what the different
types of UK destinations have to offer, as well as locating tourist UK destinations
and routes.
Unit 3: The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience – This unit looks at
customer service, the needs and expectations of different types of customers and
the importance of customer service to Travel and Tourism organisations.
Plus, students will study a fourth optional unit which will be decided in Year 11.

