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Dear Year 9 student 

 

This booklet is for you and your parents.  It is to help you think about the future, not only for the 

next two years or more when you will be at the school, but also in later life.  So please take the time 

to read it CAREFULLY. 

So far you may not have given much thought to the timetable that you have followed in school, but 

in Years 10 and 11 you will be able to choose some of the courses that you will take. The courses you 

choose to take in Years 10 and 11 will lead to a range of qualifications. 

It is anticipated that the vast majority of our students will be continuing their academic studies in 

the Sixth Form or at college with many then continuing onto University.  The curriculum has 

therefore been designed to ensure every student has a clear progression route.  In the same way 

that Key Stage 3 prepares students for GCSE work, we ensure that the Key Stage 4 curriculum 

provides a solid foundation for Advanced Level work at Post 16. 

Students will follow a ‘common core’ of courses these include English, Mathematics, Science as well 

as Physical Education.  In addition, you will be required to choose four courses from a set range of 

subjects.  Core subjects will be set in the manner best suited for the subject. 

All the courses, whether core or optional, are detailed in this booklet, so please read through the 

descriptions to ensure that it is the right course for you.  Finally, please use the Year 9 Parents’ 

Evening on the 16th January to talk to your current teachers and subject staff from the courses you 

may be interested in, to gain a greater insight into the content, assessment and expectations of each 

course. 

I look forward to receiving your Options Form via SMHW indicating your choices by the Friday 8th 

February 2019. 

 

Mr S Waters 

Vice Principal – Standards & Progress 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

2019 
  

 Friday 18th January 2018 
 

Reports go home to parents  
 

Wednesday 16th January 2019  
 

Parents’ & Options Information Evening  
5:00 — 7.00pm 

An opportunity for parents to consult subject teachers about 
current progress whilst gaining guidance and support from 

Subject Leaders and Senior Staff about the courses on offer. 

 
  

16th – 23rd January 2019 
Subject specific taster sessions to be conducted 

 
Friday 8th February 2019 

The Options Choices Form, Located on SMHW, must be 
completed and sent to the school. 

  
March 

Consultations take place between selected students and a 
senior member of staff before final decisions are made about 

course programmes. 

 
 

Easter  
A confirmation letter informing parents and students of the 

choices that have been allocated is sent home. 



  
 Your Core Examined Programme 

  
  

 The following subjects will be studied by all students as part of their 
‘Core’ Programme 

  

  
English Language & Literature 

All students will study English Language and English Literature thereby 
achieving two GCSE English qualifications. 

  
  
  

Mathematics  
All students will study GCSE Mathematics. 

  
  
  

Science 
All students will study GCSE Combined Science. Which is 

equivalent to 2 GCSE’s. Some students have been studying 
separate science courses (triple) these will continue into Year 
10/11 and will result in the achievement of 3 GCSE science 

qualifications. 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  



  

  
Making the right choices 

 
Who can help me to make my choices? 
 
We will do everything we can to give you good advice and help you with your choices. Your 
subject teachers will be able to advise you on your suitability to follow certain courses. You 
will have had some information on careers at the fair. Your subject teachers and mentors 
will be able to offer you support through this process. Mr Waters and Mr Hasler will also be 
happy to provide more specific advice to students and their parents. 

 
Are some subjects/courses more useful than others? 
 
It is true that many employers are interested in how well you do in the core subjects of 
English, Maths and Science. Performance in these subjects is also the key to obtaining the 
maximum range of opportunities and choices at Post-16 level, whether that is through 
continuing a formal academic education or moving into an applied further education or 
training situation (Apprenticeship). However, you should treat every subject as equally 
important right through your studies. The subjects and courses which we offer as options 
are valued in exactly the same way, being equivalent to one GCSE grade, although some 
subjects will be more advantageous for your specific career pathway.  
 
What mistakes should I avoid in choosing my subjects? 
 
Do not choose a subject because your friends are choosing it. What could be right for them 
could be totally wrong for you! Do not choose a subject because you like the current teacher, 
it will probably be a different teacher teaching the option course. It is also important to think 
about the type of learner you are, if you are performing with top grades in year 9 then you 
will cope well with a range of more academic GCSE’s or even the EBacc route. However, if 
you prefer a more hands on learning approach then look at some of the more “Vocational” 
subjects that we have on offer. 

 
What should I think about when making my choices? 
 
Am I interested in the subject and will I enjoy studying it?   Is the subject a good preparation 
for my possible career interests or for further study at Post-16, this is very important as you 
will be staying in education until you are 18 years old.  Have I listened and thought carefully 
about all the advice I have been given? Am I currently good at the subject and have every 
possibility to do well in it? 

 
Will I get the subject(s) I choose? 
 
We always try to offer students their choices, but unfortunately, this is not always 
possible for three main reasons: 
 
1.  More students may choose the subject than we can cater for. In this case, we have to 
select those students who we feel are most suitable for that course. 
 
2. Not enough students may choose a particular course to make it viable to run; in these 
circumstances, certain courses may have to be withdrawn. 
 
3. We may feel that you have not chosen a suitable course(s) or combination of subjects. In 
consultation with you and your parents, we will advise more appropriate subject choice(s) 

 

  
  



 

  
 
 
 ‘Changes’ to your original choices 
 
  If we have to make any changes to your child’s original choices (for the various reasons 

outlined above) we will always consult with the child first, and then the parent if required. 

 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 

 
This is not considered as a separate qualification in itself.  All students are given the 
opportunity to study this pathway if so desired.  In order to allow them to achieve the 
English Baccalaureate students must obtain a grade 5 in all of the following subjects: 
 

 English, Mathematics, Science or Computer Science, French and Geography or 
History 

 
The English Baccalaureate is perceived to provide a balanced academic curriculum and 
will be promoted to employers as such along with top universities such as the Russell 
Group, Oxford and Cambridge as being a measure of academic excellence.  At Herne 
Bay High School, we have recognised this is an accreditation which some of our students 
may wish to achieve and therefore we have designed our curriculum to provide students 
with the opportunity of achieving this whilst also studying further courses.   

 

What is the difference between  
GCSEs and BTECs? 

 
GCSEs are the traditional qualification that replaced the O level and CSE qualifications in 
the 1980s.  With the written examination representing the majority of the final grade 
marks.  GCSE qualifications are now awarded number grades from 1 (equivalent to a G) 
to 9 (equivalent to an A*). 

  
BTECs were introduced to provide students with a more vocational way of learning, with 
the majority of work that the student undertake being project based coursework.  BTECs 
include a written assessment, although not necessarily at the end of the course.  The 
majority of the final grade marks come from the coursework assignments rather than the 
written examination.  BTEC Level 2 qualifications are classified as Distinction, Merit or 
Pass, where a Distinction is equivalent to a GCSE grade 9, a Merit is equivalent to a 
GCSE grade 6, and a Pass is equivalent to a GCSE grade 4.  
 
From September 2017, there is the addition of the new Technical Awards.  These are new 
GCSEs which are designed to equip learners with the practical, transferable skills and 
core knowledge they need to progress to further general or vocational study, including 
level 3 qualifications, employment or apprenticeships. 

 



 

 

   
A reminder of the Options 

 
Compulsory Subjects (Students taught in ability set groups) 

 GCSE English Language & Literature 

 GCSE Mathematics 

 GCSE Combined Science or Level 1 Combined Science 

 GCSE Separate Sciences (only for students who are already studying in Yr9) 
 

Choose one from: 
 GCSE History 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Computer Science 
 

 

Choose three from (Students taught in mixed ability groups): 
 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Computer Science  

 GCSE Religious Studies  

 GCSE Fine Art*▫ 

 GCSE Art Graphics*▫ 

 GCSE Art 3D*▫ 

 GCSE Art Textiles*▫ 

 GCSE Drama* 

 GCSE Dance* 

 GCSE Design Technology 

 GCSE Engineering 

 GCSE Hospitality & Catering 

 GCSE Photography 

 GCSE Technical Award in Digital Technologies  

 BTEC Technical Award in Health & Social Care 

 BTEC First Award in Travel & Tourism 

 BTEC Technical Award in Business Enterprise 

 OCR Cambridge National in Sports studies 

 BTEC Technical Award in Music 

 
 

* Students should have studied the art course in Year 9, however students wishing to take more 

than one art course will need to discuss this with Mr Waters  

▫ Students can only select one from this category 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Core 
GCSE 

Subjects 
 

English Language & Literature 
Mathematics  

Combined Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Examination 100% 

GCSE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 
 
 

Examination Board OCR 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 2 

Number of timetabled periods per week 5 

Head of Department Ms R. Spencer 
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 Course Description 
 
All students are entered for English 
Language and English Literature 
GCSEs.  
 
The final examinations are taken at 
the end of Year 11.  

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 
Communicating Information and 

Ideas 

   
Within this component students will 
learn how to read and compare non-
fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 
21st centuries and how to create 
effective non-fiction writing of their 
own. 

 
Exploring effects and impact 

 
Within this component students focus 
on reading literary prose texts, 
including literary non-fiction, and how 
to create effective pieces of original 
creative writing. 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Exploring Modern and Literary 
Heritage Texts 

 
Students study modern prose or 
drama text and are taught to develop 
the ability to create connections with 
other modern texts of the same 
genre. 
 

EXPLORING POETRY AND 
SHAKESPEARE 

 
Students study one Shakespeare 
play and one thematic poetry cluster 
from the OCR Poetry Anthology 

 
 

 English Language 
  
Examination 
 
(50%)  Communicating Information and 
Ideas – 80 marks 2 hour written paper 
 
(50%)  Exploring effects and impact – 80 
marks 2 hour written paper 
 
  

 
English Literature 
 
Examination 
 

(50%) Exploring modern and literary 
heritage texts – 80 marks 2 hour written 
paper 
 
 
(50%)  Exploring poetry and Shakespeare 
– 80 marks 2 hour written paper 
 
 
 
 



 

GCSE 

MATHEMATICS  
 
 

Examination Board EDEXCEL Higher tier OCR Foundation tier 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 5 

Head of Department Mrs M Rivers 
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Course Descriptions 
 

All students study, and are entered for 
GCSE Mathematics. There are two tiers 
of examination: Foundation and Higher. 
Students will follow a course which 
matches their interest and ability in the 
subject. 

The assessment objectives have an 
increased emphasis on problem solving 
often requiring multi-step solutions and 
with multiple ways of answering 
correctly. 

Students will be required to use and 
apply standard techniques, reason, 
interpret and communicate 
mathematically and solve problems 
within mathematics. 

Questions in assessments will be less 
clearly structured and more open-
ended, and frequently set in real-world 
contexts. It is the expectation that all 
questions will require answers to be 
clearly set out, the method applied by 
the student should be easy to follow and 
allow them to demonstrate mathematical 
fluency. 

The areas that are studied in 
Mathematics are: 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Geometry 

 Probability 

 Statistics 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of 
change 

  

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

 Examination 100% 

 

For GCSE Mathematics there 
are three examinations at the 
end of the course, two calculator 
papers and a non-calculator 
paper. Each of these papers is 
equally weighted and therefore 
counts towards a third of the 
final grade. 

 

The final GCSE grades that are 
available for students are 
detailed below: 

 
Higher Maths: Grades 9-4 
 
Foundation Maths: Grades 5-1 
 
Following the mock exams in 
year 11 the tier of entry will be 
determined for each student. We 
will evaluate which tier we feel is 
most suitable for each individual 
student and discuss this with 
them to ensure they are in 
agreement with the decision.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Examination 100% 
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GCSE 

COMBINED SCIENCE 
 
 

Examination Board EDEXCEL 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 2 

Number of timetabled periods per week 6 

Head of Department Miss L Powell 

 
 Course Description 
 
Students will sit the Combined 
Science programme in Year 10 and 
11. The course is designed to be 
inclusive and bring science learning to 
life. It involves the study of all 
disciplines in science so that students 
gain an understanding of and question 
the world around them.  
The disciplines are divided into the 
following topics. 

  
Biology  

 Overarching concepts in biology 

 Cells and control 

 Genetics 

 Natural selection and genetic 
modification 

 Health, disease and development of 
medicines 

 Plant structures and their functions 

 Animal coordination, control and 
homeostasis 

 Exchange and transport in animals 

 Ecosystems and material cycles 
 

Chemistry  

 Overarching concepts in chemistry 

 States of matter 

 Methods of separating and purifying 
substances 

 Acids 

 Obtaining and using metals 

 Electrolytic processes 

 Reversible reactions and equilibria 

 Groups in the periodic table 

 Rates of reaction 

 Fuels 

 Heat energy changes in chemical 
reactions 

 Earth and atmospheric science 

 Physics 

 Overarching concepts in physics 

 Waves 

 Light and the electromagnetic spectrum 

 Particle model 

 Radioactivity 

 Energy 

 Forces and their effects 

 Electricity and circuits 

 Magnetism and the motor effect 

 Electromagnetic induction 
 

 

Method of assessment for combined 
science 
 
Students will be assessed at the end of 
Year 11, where students will sit six 
externally assessed exams. This includes 
two exams for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics, each paper has a duration of 70 
minutes. 
 
Throughout the two year course students 
will develop the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of working scientifically. In 
addition to investigations carried out in 
class they will also complete 17 core 
practicals developed by the exam board. 
The understanding of these practicals will 
be assessed in the final examinations. 
  
  

 

STUDENTS IN 9XH1 and 9YH1 will not study Combined Science and will continue to 
study Separate Sciences. 



 

 

 

 
 

Optional Course Information 
 

The following pages provide the course descriptions for the 

subjects for which you have an element of choice 

 

 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Religious Studies  

 GCSE Fine Art*▫ 

 GCSE Art Graphics*▫ 

 GCSE Art 3D*▫ 

 GCSE Art Textiles*▫ 

 GCSE Photography 

 GCSE Drama* 

 GCSE Dance* 

 GCSE Design Technology 

 GCSE Hospitality & Catering 

 GCSE Technical Award in Digital technologies 

 GCSE Technical Award in Engineering 

 BTEC Technical Award in Health & Social Care 

 BTEC First Award in Travel & Tourism 

 BTEC Technical Award in Business Enterprise 

 OCR Cambridge National in Sports studies 

 BTEC Technical Award in Music 

 

 
 
 

 
 * Students should have studied art in Year 9, also students wishing to take more than one art 

course will need to discuss this with Mr Waters. 

 

▫ Subjects with this symbol, is where students can only select one. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  GCSE 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
 

Examination Board AQA  

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mr M Cox  
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 Why should I study Geography? 
 

 Geography is popular because you 
learn about your real world – 
everything has something to do with 
geography!  
 

 Geography is a highly regarded 
qualification that can be used in a 
variety of jobs - journalism, media, 
tourism, business, transport, travel, 
armed forces, veterinary, teaching, 
pilot, police force, environmental 
management, engineering, town 
planning, etc. 

 

 In geography you will develop 
transferrable skills such as data 
collection, decision making, 
researching, analysing, ICT skills 
and report writing. As such, there is 
a strong maths and written English 
element to the course. 

. 

 
 

 What topics might I study? 

  

 Natural hazards  

 Extreme weather events 

 Global climate change 

 Rivers and coasts 

 Tropical rainforests 

 Hot deserts  

 Urban environments  

 Global development levels 

 UK economy and employment 

 Food, water and energy 
resources 

 Geographical, map and maths 
skills 
 

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of final grade 

Examination 100% 

 

Course Description 
 

Our Geography GCSE course will excite 
your mind, challenge your perceptions and 
provide you with access to a rapidly 
changing world.  

 
Consider these questions… 
 

 What is a tropical storm? Why do 
some countries experience such 
extreme weather? Why do these 
storms cause so much 
destruction? 

 Why are earthquakes so 
dangerous when they occur? How 
do people who live in high risk 
zones adapt to cope with them? 

 What hazards do we face here in 
the UK? What are the impacts on 
people of events such as flooding? 

 More than 350,000 babies are 
born each day… is there going to 
be enough food and water for 
everyone in the future? 

 Migration is a very topical issue in 
the news – what is everyone talking 
about? What types of migration are 
there? 

 Why have some countries become 
so rich in the last 50 years whilst 
some are trapped in endless 
poverty? 

  
Are you interested in the answers? 

 
You will be able to answer these 
questions and many others that are just 
as interesting by opting to study GCSE 
Geography! 
 
You will travel the world from the 
classroom and explore many 
interesting places, current topical 
issues and have fun along the way! 
 

  
 



 

 GCSE 

HISTORY 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss L Fairbard 
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Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of final 
grade 

Examination 100% 

 

Norman England, 1066-c1100 - This 
option allows students to study in 
depth a specific historical period – the 
arrival of the Normans and the 
establishment of their rule. This study 
will address the political, military, 
religious, economic, social, and 
cultural aspects of this period and 
arising controversies. 
 
 
This course is assessed though 
examination only, there is no 
coursework 

  
 
Examination:  2 papers, both at the 
end of Year 11.   
 
Paper 1: Understanding the modern 
world (50% of total marks)  
 
Paper 2: Shaping the nation (50% of 
total marks)  
  
This course is ideal for those 
students who have an enquiring mind 
and like finding out things for 
themselves as well as being 
interested in History. 
 

Please be aware there is a heavy 
emphasis on written work within this 
subject. There is also a significant 
amount of factual knowledge to 
remember for the exam. 
 

Course Description 
 

The GCSE History course is 
divided into 4 modules over the 2 
years. 
  

Germany, 1890-1945: 
Democracy and dictatorship 
- This period study focuses on 
the development of Germany 
during a turbulent half century 
of change. It was a period of 
democracy and dictatorship – 
the development and collapse 
of democracy and the rise and 
fall of Nazism.  

 

Conflict and tension, 1894-1918 - 
This in depth study enables students 
to understand the complex and 
diverse interests of nations and 
states. It focuses on the causes, 
nature and conclusion of the First 
World War and seeks to show how 
and why conflict occurred, and why it 
proved difficult to bring the war to a 
conclusion. This study also 
considers the role of key individuals 
and groups and how they were 
affected by and influenced 
international relations.  

Britain: Health and the people - 
This thematic study will enable 
students to gain an understanding 
of how medicine and public health 
developed in Britain over a long 
period of time. It considers the 
causes, scale, nature and 
consequences of short and long 
term developments, their impact 
on British society and how they 
were related to the key features 
and characteristics of the periods 
during which they took place.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GCSE  

Computer Science 
 

Examination Board Edexcel 9-1 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Payne 
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Clear and coherent structure – a 

straightforward structure with six 

comprehensive topic areas, assessed 

through two externally examined papers.  

 

Continuous progression – students are 

introduced to core principles of computer 

science and develop skills in problem solving 

and computational thinking. Following on 

from more visual programming 

environments, programming skills are 

further developed using a high-level textual 

programming language.  

 

Helps develop an understanding of 

computer science methods in the real 

world – students will break down and model 

aspects of real-world situations, and as a 

result be able to design, build and test a 

fully-programmed solution to a problem.  

 

Provides a real study of computation - 

enables students to apply computational 

thinking in context, evidenced in examined 

and non-examined assessment. 

  

Reflects today’s global world – students 

develop knowledge and understanding of 

how technology can be used proactively to 

help with current issues that impact on 

modern society, preparing them for their 

next steps in today’s global world.  

 

Supports progression to Key Stage 5 – 

the content will enable students to move on 

to GCE Computer Science or BTEC Technical 

Levels in Computing with a clear knowledge 

and understanding of the subject.  

 

Develops transferable skills for 

progression to higher education – 

students will develop ‘underpinning’ 

concepts which are useful in many 

subjects, for example mathematics, 

science and engineering. The rigorous 

approach of the subject will facilitate a 

smooth transition to the next level of 
study. 

Title Percentage of final grade 

Written Exam – 
Principles of 
Computer Science 

50% 

Written Exam – 
Application of 
Computational 
Thinking 

50% 

 

The aims and objectives of this qualification 

are to enable students to:  

 

● Understand and apply the fundamental 

principles and concepts of computer science, 

including abstraction, decomposition, logic, 

algorithms, and data representation  

● Analyse problems in computational terms 

through practical experience of solving such 

problems, including designing, writing and 

debugging programs  

● Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, 

logically and critically  

● Understand the components that make up 

digital systems, and how they communicate 

with one another and with other systems  

● Understand the impacts of digital 

technology to the individual and to wider 

society  

● Apply mathematical skills relevant to 

computer science.  

 

The 6 areas that the students will study are: 

1. Problem Solving 

2. Programming 

3. Data 

4. Computers 

5. Communication and the Internet 

6. The Bigger Picture. 

 
Please note there is a high level of 

mathematics involved in this course.  

Students are advised to only opt for this 

course if demonstrating strong mathematical 

ability at KS3. 

 



 

 

 

GCSE 

FRENCH 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss R Willetts 
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Course Description 
 

Why study a language? If you 
have a language qualification it 
shows prospective employers/ 
colleges that you are able to: 
  

 Adapt to new situations 

 Make decisions quickly by 
selecting the most 
appropriate options 

 Communicate successfully 
in a range of unpredictable                          
circumstances 

 Use a range of strategies to 
understand often complex 
texts on a range of topics 

  
In addition, of course, it means 
that you can travel to exotic and  
exciting places, talk to the locals 
to discover the best places to  
sample exquisite food and drink 
whilst watching the sunset over 
some of the most stunning 
scenery the world has to offer.  
  
Not to mention the range of jobs 
and careers open to linguists, 
such as travel and tourism, 
business, international relations 
and law. If you can kick a ball 
reasonably well, you might even 
end up in the Arsenal first 
team…. 

 

 
 
  

 

Method of Assessment 
Percentage of 

final grade 
Listening examination 25% 

Speaking examination 25% 

Writing examination 25% 

Reading examination 25% 

 

We have chosen the new AQA 
specification for our GCSE course 
because: 

 

 The topics are interesting and 
centred on practical situations you 
are likely to encounter if you go to 
France or one of the many other 
French-speaking countries. 
 

 You can choose whether to enter 
for the foundation or higher tier.  

 

 All the examinations are conducted 
at the end of the course at the end 
of Year 11. 
 

  

For our French course the assessment 
process is broken down into the four 
individual components; Listening, 
Speaking, Writing and Reading. 
 
The speaking is assessed through a role 
play with your teacher, the description of 
a photo and a general conversation on 
topics covered during the course. 
 
The written element is assessed in a 
formal external examination through 
structured writing tasks as well as 
translations. 
 
The Reading and Listening skills are also 
assessed at the end of Year 11 in formal 
external examinations. 
 



 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage 
of final grade 

Examination 100% 

 

GCSE 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
 

Examination Board AQA  
Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 
Number of timetabled periods per week 3 
Head of Department Mrs F Allen 

 
 

Course Description 
 

Do you want to study for a GCSE 
that is recognised by universities 
as one of the most important 
academic subjects? Do you want 
to study a subject that was 
highlighted in 2017 by top 
London businesses as one of the 
most critical GCSEs that help to 
make young people more 
employable? Do you want to 
study a subject that will stimulate 
your mind and open doors to 
countless careers? If you have 
answered yes to any of the 
above then GCSE RS is the 
course for you. 
 

You do not have to be ‘religious’ 
to study this course but you need 
to be someone who has a 
questioning, open mind and is 
interested in people and the 
world around them.  This course 
is an academic study of religious 
beliefs, ethics and philosophy. It 
develops student’s skills of 
research, questioning, debate, 
empathy, understanding and 
evaluation.  Students are 
encouraged to examine their own 
views on matters which affect 
them now and later in life. In 
today’s world the study of 
religion, ethics and philosophy is 
more important than ever. As a 
result GCSE RS is one of the 
fastest growing GCSEs 
nationally. 
 

Should we allow abortion and 
euthanasia? Should we bring back the 
death penalty?  Is there life after death?  
What does religion say about war?  What 
do Muslims and Christians really 
believe? These are just some of the 
questions that you will be asking, 
debating and answering when studying 
the Religious Studies course at GCSE. 
We also provide students with a wide 
range of experiences to aid their 
learning, including the opportunity to take 
part in an evening ghost hunt.  
 
 
Assessment procedure 
 
The RS department has a long standing 
history at HBHS of getting some of the 
best GCSE results.  
 
Assessment for this course is 100% 
examination.  There is no coursework 
element.  
 
Students will sit two 1 hour 45 minute 
papers of equal weighting.  
 
Questions range from multiple choice 
answers to extended writing. Students 
are assessed on their knowledge, 
understanding and evaluation skills.  
 
Students will be graded 1-9. 
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Course Description 
 
  

This is a general art course 
which involves drawing, painting, 
printing, and mixed media 
methods of working.  The 
controlled assessment element 
of the course comprises of 2 
units of work that allow students 
to develop a range of ideas that 
lead to a final outcome. 
  
Students should be prepared to 
work hard and show commitment 
to refining their artistic ability 
throughout the course.  Students 
must understand that this course 
will require them to attend after 
school sessions to continue and 
complete their practical work.   
  

   
The use of a sketchbook is an 
integral part of the course where 
students will demonstrate and 
clearly show their ability to record 
through drawings and generating 
ideas and through clear visual 
research about other artists and 
images.  The development of 
their work is paramount as 
students need to document all 
aspects their visual journey. 
Students must take pride in their 
presentation and be able to 
analyse art work in detail. 
 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of final grade 

Controlled Assessment 60% 

Examination 40% 

 

  

Assessment Procedure for GCSE 
  
Controlled Assessment     60% 
Examination Paper        40% 
 
The examination takes the form of six 
weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 10 
hours in the art studio to complete the 
final examination piece. 
  
All work is internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

 

GCSE 

FINE ART 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss S Penfold 
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GCSE 

ART 3D STUDIES 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss Penfold 
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Course Description 
 

This is an art course which involves 
working in 3d materials and media.  
The controlled assessment element 
of the course comprises of 2 units of 
work that allow students to develop 
a range of ideas that lead to a final 
sculptural outcome.  
 
Students must show a great 
willingness to explore many 
techniques and processes that are 
sculptural including: clay, plaster, 
wire, paper and found objects. 
  
  
The use of a sketchbook is an 
integral part of the course where 
students will demonstrate how they 
can generate ideas through drawing 
and how they can create visual 
research about other Artists.  
Students will then use the 
sketchbook to show thorough and 
clear development of their ideas 
through experimentation of different 
media and materials.  Students will 
produce final pieces that link to the 
work in their sketchbooks.  

  

 

 

Title Percentage of final 
grade 

Controlled 
Assessment 

60% 

Examination 40% 

  

 

 

 
Assessment Information 

 
Examination paper 40%  

Controlled Assessment 60%  
  

The examination takes the form of six 
weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 
10 hours in the Art studio to complete 
the final examination piece. 
  
All work is internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

 



 

GCSE 

ART GRAPHICS 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss S Penfold 
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Course Description 
 

This is a specialised course that 
considers all aspects of graphic 
design through exploring a range of 
graphics media and techniques.  
  
Candidates will be required to work 
in a variety of areas, exploring and 
showing understanding of computer 
graphics, illustration,  
advertising, packaging and some 
animation. 
 
Candidates will need to be keen to 
learn new skills as well as 
developing and improving existing 
skills in art and design.  Candidates 
will need to be able to draw, paint 
and show analytical understanding 
of artists and graphic designers.  
 
  
Candidates must realise the 
importance of pride in the 
presentation of their work, and they 
will be marked on this throughout 
the course.  Candidates will be 
expected to work on their 
coursework independently outside 
of lesson time and they will be 
expected to attend a catch up 
session once a week after school.  

 

Title Percentage of final 
grade 

Controlled 
Assessment 

60% 

Examination 40% 

  

 

  

Assessment Procedure for GCSE 
  

Examination Paper       40% 
Controlled Assessment  60% 

  
The examination takes the form of six 
weeks’ preparation and a maximum of 
10 hours in the Art studio to complete 
the final examination piece. 
  
All work is internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

  
 



 

GCSE 

ART TEXTILES 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss S Penfold 
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Course Description 
 

The focus of this course is to work 
with textiles in an exciting and 
creative way. Similar to all the art 
courses an open ended project is 
set that allows students to explore 
and experiment within a given topic, 
develop ideas through research and 
drawing in order to create a final 
outcome. Students will be 
introduced to a variety of 
experiences exploring a range of 
Textile media and techniques. 
  
Students will have the opportunity to 
work on and with: 
  

 Constructed and installed 
textiles 

 Printed and /or dyed fabric 
and materials 

 Domestic textiles 

 Fashion 
  

Throughout the course students will 
be expected to demonstrate an 
understanding of: 
  

 Elements of Textile Design, 
such as shape, colour, 
texture, harmony, contrast 
and/or repetition      
                          

 An appreciation of the 
relationship of form and 
function. 
 
 

 Textile methods, such as 
fabric printing (mono print, 
relief printing       and/or 
screen printing) tie-dye, batik, 
transfer printing and stitching 
techniques. 

  

 

Title Percentage of final 
grade 

Controlled 
Assessment 

60% 

Examination 40% 

 

  

 Assessment Procedure for GCSE 
  

Controlled Assessment 60% 
Examination Paper 40% 

  
The examination takes the form of six 
weeks’ preparation and a maximum 
of 10 hours in the Art studio to 
complete the final examination piece. 
  
All work is internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

  
 
 



 

 

Method of 
assessment 

Percentage of final 
grade 

Controlled Assessment 60% 

Examination 40% 

GCSE 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Miss S Penfold 
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Course Description 
 

 

This is a very focused course that 
is based on photography and 
digital photographic manipulation.  
Students will be required to 
complete 2 units of extended 
controlled assessment that must 
be of the highest quality and 
reflect the amount of guided 
learning hours. 
 
 
This course will require students 
to commit to taking photographs 
outside of lesson time and being 
able to understand how important 
location and composition are to 
any photograph. 
 
Due to the highly technical and 
analytical nature of this course, 
all students wishing to take the 
GCSE course must attend a 6 
week pre-course after school 
training session. Failure to attend 
these sessions will result in not 
obtaining a place on the course. 
 
The use of a sketchbook is 
paramount to this course and 
students must be aware that 
presentation of all work has to be 
professional.  Students will be 
expected to be able to analyse in 
depth other artists and 
photographers work and must be 
able to show clear development 
of their ideas through drawing 
and photographic manipulation.  

Assessment Procedure for GCSE 

 
Completion of pre GCSE photography 

course prior to start of Year 10. 
 

Examination Paper          40% 
Controlled Assessment   60% 

  
The examination takes the form of six 
weeks preparation and a maximum of 
10 hours in the Art studio to complete 
the final examination piece. 
  
All work is internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

  
 



 

 
GCSE 

DRAMA 
 
 

Examination Board Eduqas 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mr L Jones 
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Course Description 
 

Drama GCSE is an exciting, 
mostly practical course.  You will 
learn how to create successful 
Drama, whether it be created by 
yourself or from a script.   
 
You will learn about a range of 
Drama styles and all aspects of 
theatre, from performing, to 
designing, to directing. 
 
You will not only learn how to 
characterise a role, but develop 
your own personal character to 
have the confidence to embrace 
any future career path. 
 
Through GCSE Drama you will 
develop essential skills of 
working collaboratively and 
cohesively in teams, public 
speaking and presentation, 
resilience, empathy, and 
creativity. 
 
There will be opportunities to see 
a variety of live theatre at 
different venues during the 2 year 
course. 
 

  This course is a must for anyone 
who enjoys performing and who 
likes to work creatively.  

 
  

 

Method of assessment Percentage of   
final grade 

Practical, reflective exploration 
and Performance 

60% 

Written Exam 40% 

 

  

Assessment  
 
Devising plays (40%)  
Creating and devising your own piece of 
Drama in groups, based on a stimuli. 
 
You will be assessed by: 

 Practical creation and contribution 

 Performance of the final piece   

 An audio/visual portfolio and a 
written evaluation.  

  
Performance from a text (20%) 
Two acted scenes in groups from one 
play for an external examiner. 
 
Assessed on your final acting 
performance only. 
  
Interpreting Theatre (40%) 
 
90 minute written exam 
 
Assessed on your answers to: 

 A series of short and extended 
questions on a set text studied 

 Your response to a live production 
seen on the course.   

  

 



 

 

 

 

GCSE 

DANCE 
 
 

Examination Board AQA 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Ms A O’Neill 
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Course Description 
 

  

This 2 year course explores 
three main areas of study: 
  
Composition: Creating solo 
and/or group dances based upon 
set material taught and a variety 
of other stimuli. 
  
Performance: Performing in solo 
and group dances in a variety of 
styles. Students will be taught 6 
set phrases of which they must 
select 3 to perform with 
accuracy. 
  
Appreciation: Learning about 
safe practice as a dancer and 
also the study of Professional 
Choreographers. They will also 
learn to critically appreciate their 
own work. 
  
Students wishing to follow this 
course would benefit from having  
followed dance in KS3 and/or 
take part in dance classes 
outside school.  They must be 
prepared to understand the 
theory of dance as well as be 
prepared to dance in front of 
an audience on several  
occasions.   
 
 
Students must take part in 
practical lessons and wear 
correct dance kit of black 
trousers and GCSE dance T-
shirt. 
  

  

 

Method of 
assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Composition & 
Performance 

60% 

Examination 40% 

 

  

Assessment procedure  
  
The course is examined as follows: 
  
Composition/Choreography:  
 
30% of GCSE- 40 marks 

 Solo or group choreography – 2 ½ 
-3 ½ mins 

  
Performance: 
 
30% of GCSE – 40 marks 

 Solo Performance – 1 min 

 Duet/trio performance – 3 ½ mins 
 

  
Appreciation:  
 
40% of GCSE – 80 marks 

 Written Paper – 1 hour 30 mins 
  

 



 

GCSE 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  
 
 

Examination Board OCR 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Gowers 
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Course Description 
 

This new Design & Technology 
GCSE course will enable 
students to study contemporary 
technologies, work with a range of 
materials and learn about modern 
and traditional processes.   
 
The course is designed for 
students who like designing and 
developing their ideas in an 
iterative process.  Students will 
enjoy working with a variety of 
tools, equipment, materials and 
processes.  
 
Students will use their creativity 
and imagination to design and 
make prototypes that solve real 
and relevant problems; whilst 
applying technical and practical 
expertise. The school offers the 
latest computer aided 
technologies including a 
computerised embroidery 
machine, a computerised milling 
machine, 3D printers and a laser 
cutter to enable students to 
enhance their designs.  
  

  

This course leads onto OCR   
A Level Design and Technology 
and is a good choice for those 
interested in going on to work in 
either Fashion Design, Furniture 
Design, Interior Design or Craft 
based apprenticeships. 

Method of 
assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Non Exam Assessment 50% 

Written Examination 50% 

 
  

Assessment procedure for GCSE 
  
Non Exam Assessment –  
Iterative Design Challenge (50%) 
  
 
Students will be given the opportunity to 
demonstrate the knowledge, 
understanding and skills they have 
developed throughout the course in order 
to create a working prototype and a 
portfolio of evidence that reflect a real-
world design consideration. 
 
Written Examination –  
Principles of Design and Technology 
(50%)  
 
This single exam is 2 hours in length.  It 
covers questions from the core content 
area and the ‘in-depth’ area that students 
have chosen to study.  The paper is split 
into two sections. 
 
Section A: This consists of three 
detailed questions that require you to 
demonstrate your core knowledge.  
(55 marks). 
 
Section B: A situational context will be 
provided with questions that will test your 
in-depth knowledge on materials, 
processes, technical understanding and 
wider issues. (45 marks). 



 

 

Course Description 
 

This qualification is intended for 
students who are interested in food 
preparation in a commercial catering 
environment and wish to develop 
skills and knowledge that will 
prepare them for further study or 
employment within this sector. 
 
The Level 1/2 Award will give 
students the opportunity to develop 
an understanding of: 
 

- Practical food preparation 
skills and techniques. 

- Meal and menu planning. 
- Cooking methods and 

recipes. 
- Commercial practice. 
- Career opportunities within 

the catering sector. 
- Food hygiene and safety. 
 

Students will be expected to make a 
range of food products and will 
develop skills related to commercial 
food preparation including hygiene, 
food presentation and considering 
production in quantity.  Students will 
be expected to apply practical 
expertise to ensure that food meets 
the customer’s needs.  Please be 
aware that there is a financial 
implication with this course for the 
purchase of ingredients. 
 
The skills gained in this course could 
lead to further study of a related 
Level 3 vocational qualification or an 
apprenticeship in a related area of 
employment.  It will also offer a 
progressive route through to a wide 
range of A levels, BTEC Level 3 
National Diplomas. 
 

 

Method of Assessment Percentage of final 
grade 

Online Exam Unit 1 40% 

Practical Based 
Coursework Unit 2 

60% 

 

  

Assessment procedure for Technical 
Awards 

 
Students will complete two mandatory 
units (one externally assessed and one 
internally assessed). 

  
Unit 1    40%  
Unit 2   60%  

 
Unit 1 - The Hospitality and Catering 
Industry  
 
Students study the fundaments of food 
and catering.  This is assessed through 
an online exam and will cover a range of 
multiple choice, short and long response 
questions. 
 
Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in 
Action  
 
Students will produce a menu, production 
plan and sample dishes in response to 
the brief.  They will be assessed on their 
presentation and techniques used within 
the practical alongside the plan for the 
dishes. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

GCSE Level 1 / 2 Award  

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING 
 
 

Examination Board WJEC 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Gowers 
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GCSE Level 1/2 AWARD   

ENGINEERING 
 

Examination Board WJEC 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Gowers 
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The Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 
Engineering is a practical, work-related 
course which is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade.  
You learn by completing projects and 
assignments based on realistic engineering 
situations.  

 
You will study 3 Units: 
 
Engineering Design – Unit 1 
 

 The purpose of this unit is for learners 
to analyse engineered products in 
order to propose design solutions to 
meet the given requirements.   

 Students will develop technical drawing 
skills and understand industry 
regulations. 
 

Producing Engineering Products – Unit 2 
 

 The purpose of this unit is for learners 
to use the skills they have developed 
over the course and make an 
engineered product. 

 Students will need to accurately follow 
technical drawings to produce an 
engineered product. 
 

Responding to an Engineering Brief – Unit 3 
 

 Learners will use their knowledge and 
understanding of engineering processes 
and material properties to solve problems.  

 This will be externally assessed in a written 
examination. 

 
 

 

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Unit 1 – Internal 
Assessment 

25% 

Unit 2 – Internal 
Assessment 

50%  
 

Unit 3 – External 
Assessment 

25% 

 

 
What type of person would enjoy this 
course?  Someone …… 

 

 with a keen interest in 
engineering and designing 
products for a specific need. 

    

 who wants to learn about the 
engineering industry. 
 

 who can work independently 
and within team situations. 

 

 who may be thinking of an 
apprenticeship in engineering. 
 

 who may be thinking of taking 
further engineering courses 
after Year 11 

  

 

The school has developed local industry links 

with Amphenol & P & B Metals.  For this 

subject there is the possibility of an 

apprenticeship at the end of Year 11 or 13 for 

successful students. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

City & Guilds 

Technical Award in Digital Technologies  
 

Examination Board City & Guilds 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1     

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Payne 
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The Level 2 Technical Award in Digital 
Technologies (KS4) allows you to 
explore how digital technologies are 
used in everyday life. If you are 
interested in how information is 
communicated in different ways, why 
we use networks, what to consider 
when creating web pages and how you 
can ensure data you gather is of good 
quality, then this qualification is for you.  
 
You will study the concepts and features 
of application software programmes 
and networks. You will explore the 
features available across different types 
of software and tools. 
You will understand concepts of text 
formatting and file manipulation to 
develop creative technical skills in digital 
technology. You will also understand 
how data can be gathered and used to 
make decisions, to analyse and present 
structured data which has been 
gathered from primary and secondary 
resources. 
 
Learners interested in the Level 2 
Technical Award in Digital 
Technologies will study compulsory 
topics including the following four 
units:  

 Principles of digital technology.  

 Digital technology 
communications. 

  Creative use of digital 
technology. 

 Collection and use of data. 
 
 
 
 

  

Title Percentage of final grade 

Theory  Exam  40% 

Synoptic 
Assessment 

60% 

 

The qualification develops the 
following knowledge, 
understanding and skills: 
Types of application software and 
networks 
Personal risks when using the 
internet and compliance with laws 
that affect the use of digital 
technologies 

 Explore appropriate channels 
digital communication 
channels for specified target 
audience 

 Development of technical 
skills in creating creative 
digital content for 
communication, including 
animations, social media, 
videos, websites 

 Types of different file 
formats and their use 

 Methods of collecting 
reliable primary and 
secondary data how 
software is used in data 
processing and management 

 Plan, design and implement 
database to store and analyse 
data. 

 
 



 

  

Unit 
No. 

 
Unit Title Type of Assessment 

1 

 
The UK Travel and 
Tourism Sector (25% 
Core Unit) 

Externally assessed 1 
hour exam.  

2 
UK Travel and Tourism 
Destinations (25% 
Core Unit) 

Internally assessed 
coursework.  

3 

The Development of 
Travel and Tourism in 
the UK (25% Optional 
Unit) 

Internally assessed 
coursework. 

Plus 1 more optional unit to be 
decided in Year 11 (25%) 

Internally assessed 
coursework. 

75% Coursework and 25% Exam. 

BTEC First Award 

TRAVEL & TOURISM  
 
 

Examination Board EDEXCEL 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1  

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Payne 
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Course Description 
 
This course is designed for those 
students who are particularly 
interested in working in the Travel 
and Tourism industry.  
 

This course will give students the 
opportunity to gain a broad 
knowledge and understanding of, 
and develop skills in, the Travel and 
Tourism sector, for example posts 
in travel agencies, visitor attractions 
and the tourist information centres.  
 
This course has been developed to 
provide an engaging and 
stimulating introduction to the 
Travel and Tourism industry.  

 
Developing Employability Skills 

 
Throughout the Edexcel BTEC First 
Award in Travel and Tourism, 
students will develop a range of 
employability skills.  
 
These employability skills include: 
self-management, team working, 
business awareness and customer 
awareness, problem solving, 
communication, basic literacy and 
numeracy, a positive attitude to 
work and the use of IT.  
 
Students will also have the 
opportunity to engage with 
employers and carry out work-
related activities.  
 
 

The course will include four units of work 
that are assessed both internally through 
coursework and externally through an exam. 
 
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 
(Exam) – This unit covers the main types of 
tourism in the UK, the contribution that 
Travel and Tourism makes to the UK 
economy and the different component 
industries that make up the UK Travel and 
Tourism sector. 
 
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism 
Destinations (Coursework) – This unit 
covers what the different types of UK 
destinations have to offer, as well as locating 
tourist UK destinations and routes. 
 
Unit 3: The Development of Travel and 
Tourism in the UK (Coursework) – This 
unit looks at developments that have shaped 
the sector and how the UK Travel and 
Tourism industry has developed as 
lifestyles, interests and technology have 
changed, giving an insight into why it is such 
a dynamic sector. 
 
Plus, students will study a fourth optional 
unit which will be decided in Year 11. 
 



The course will include three components 
of work that are assessed both internally 
through coursework and externally. 
 
Component 1: Human Lifespan 
Development - This unit is mandatory. 
This unit provides students with the 
opportunity to explore how we grow and 
develop throughout our lives and to 
investigate the factors that affect this 
growth and development. 
 
Component 2:  Health and Social Care 
Values – This unit is mandatory. In this 
unit students will gain an understanding of 
how care values are applied in Health and 
Social Care settings and their importance 
to work in the sector. 
 
Component 3: Health and Wellbeing – 
This unit is mandatory. Here students will 
study the factors that affect health and 
wellbeing, learning about physiological 
and lifestyle indicators and how to design 
a health and wellbeing improvement plan. 

  

  

  

Component 
No. 

 
Unit Title Type of Assessment 

1 
Human 
Lifespan 
Development 

Internally assessed coursework. 
1-  

2 

Health and 
Social Care 
Services and 
Values 

Internally assessed coursework.  

3 
Health and 
Wellbeing 

Externally assessed  

BTEC Tech Award  

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
 

 
Examination Board 

 
EDEXCEL  

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1  

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Payne 
 
 

Course Description 
 
This course is particularly aimed 
towards those students who are 
interested in working in the Health 
and Social Care sector.   
 
This course will prepare students 
for jobs in roles where they will be 
expected to communicate 
effectively with people and provide 
support within environments such 
as care settings for the elderly, 
children and disabled people of all 
ages. 
 

This course is also suitable for 
those wishing to gain a qualification 
to support further study in higher 
education in areas such as Nursing, 
Social Work, Teaching and Nursery 
Nursing.   
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BTEC Technical Award in  

ENTERPRISE  
 

Examination Board EDEXCEL  

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 (Grades 9-1) 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mrs L Payne 
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Course Description 
 

The Edexcel BTEC First Award in Business 
has been developed in the business sector 
to provide an engaging and stimulating 
introduction to the world of business. This 
course:  
 

 Encourages personal development of 
knowledge and skills relevant to the 
business world through practical 
participation in a range of vocational 
business activities.  

 Gives students a wider understanding 
and appreciation of the broad range of 
business specialisms. 

 Encourages students to develop their 
people, communication, planning and 
team working skills. 

 
This course also provides opportunities for 
students to develop the communication 
skills needed for working in the business 
sector, as they progress through the course. 
This can be achieved through presentations 
and in discussions where they have the 
opportunity to express their opinions. 
 
The course provides a starting point of a 
route into employment in many of the 
diverse areas of business, including roles in 
specialist areas such as marketing, finance, 
customer service or human resources in 
large businesses, or a more generic role in a 
small, local business. 
 
In the two core units, students will have the 
opportunity to develop the key enterprise 
and financial skills and knowledge necessary 
to enable them to how to complete their 

final Year 11 assessment.  After completing 
the course, your students can continue 
on to further vocational and academic 
study at level 2 and level 3, as well as 

apprenticeships and traineeships. 
 
 
  

 

Component 
No. 

 

Component 
Title 

Type of 
Assessment 

1  Yr10 

Exploring 
Enterprises 

(30% of 
course) 

Internally 
assessed 

coursework. 

2 Yr10 

Planning for 
and running an 

enterprise 
(30% of 
course) 

Internally 
assessed 

coursework. 

3   Yr11 Promotion and 
Finance for Enterprise (40% 

of course) 

Externally 
assessed 

coursework. 

75% Coursework and 25% Exam. 

 

  
The course will include three components of 
work that are assessed both internally 
through coursework and externally through 
moderation. 
 
Component 1: Exploring Enterprises 
(Coursework) – Aim: examine different 
enterprises to develop knowledge and 
understanding of the characteristics of 
enterprises and the skills needed by 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Component 2: Planning for and running an 
enterprise (Coursework) – Aim: select an 
enterprise idea to plan, pitch for and run 
 
Component 3: Promotion and finance for 
Enterprise students will study a final 
component in their Year 11.  Aim: explore 
promotional methods, financial records, 
planning and forecasting 



 

 
Cambridge National Level 2 Certificate in  

SPORT STUDIES 
 

Examination Board OCR 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Head of Department Mr C Scorer 
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The Cambridge National Certificate in Sports 
Studies is a practical, work-related course 
which is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade.  You 
learn by completing projects and 
assignments based on realistic sporting 
situations.  

 
You will study 4 units: 

 
*Externally assessed unit (hand written exam 
paper). 

 
Contemporary issues in sport * 

 Issues affecting participation in sport 

 Role of sport in promoting values 

 Hosting major sporting events 

 The role of national governing bodies 
 

Developing sports skills 

 Using skills, techniques and tactics as an 
individual and team performer 

 Officiating 

 Reviewing sports performance and 
applying practice methods 
 

Sports Leadership 

 Qualities, styles, roles and responsibilities 
of effective sports leadership 

 Plan, deliver and evaluate a sports 
session  

 
 
The fourth will be either: 
 

Working in the sports industry 

 Areas of employment 

 The skills and knowledge required 

 How to apply for jobs in the industry 

 Impacts the sports industry has in the UK 
 

or 
 

Developing knowledge and skills in 
outdoor activities 

 Know about different outdoor activities 

 The value of participation 

 Plan and demonstrate knowledge of skills 
 
  

 

 

Method of 
Assessment 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Coursework 75% (3 units) 

External exam 25% (1 units) 

 
 

What type of person would enjoy this 
course?  Someone … 
 

 who enjoys practical learning 
 

 with a keen interest in 
participating in different sports 
and developing their sports 
leadership skills   

    

 who wants to learn more about 
contemporary issues in sport 
 

 who can work independently 
and within team situations 

 

 who may be thinking of a 
career in the sports or outdoor 
education industry or physical 
education 
 

 who may be thinking of taking 
further sports-related courses 
after Year 11 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

BTEC Technical Award 

MUSIC PRACTICE 
 
 

Examination Board Edexcel 

Equivalent number of GCSEs awarded 1 

Number of timetabled periods per week 3 

Course Leader Mrs A Short 

 
 

Course Description 
 

This course is a practical 
introduction to life and work in the 
industry: 
 

 Developing skills, including 
teamwork, leadership and 
communication 

 Developing and presenting 
music to a brief 

 Analyses, evaluates and 
enhances students’ learning 

 Provides a solid foundation 
for progression to BTEC 
Level 3 and a career in 
music 

  
  

There will be opportunities for 
performers and composers and 
chances to look at: 
 

 Different styles and genres of 
music 

 Exploring professional and 
commercial skills for the music 
industry 

 Relationships between different 
areas of the music industry 

 Responding to a brief as either 
a performer, composer or a 
producer 

 
  

 

Method of assessment Percentage of 
final grade 

Externally assessed task 40% 

Coursework based 
assignments 

60% 

 

  

Assessment procedure for GCSE 
Music: 

  
Component 1 Exploring Music 

Products and Styles  
   30% coursework 
  
Component 2 Music Skills 

Development 
30% Coursework 

  
Component 3 Responding to a 

Commercial Music 
Brief 
40% externally 
assessed task 
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