13th January 2021

Dear Parent / Carer,
HBHS Online Learning & Weekly Update
Good afternoon to you all; I do hope that you are well and managing to remain upbeat with all the
depressing news that fills the media these days.
I wanted to update you regarding a few “tweaks” to our online learning provision.
Firstly, having seen the online work being delivered to students in all years I am, as I hope you are,
blown away by the quality, delivery and “nearly normal” feel to the lessons that are happening.
What this has allowed me, along with the feedback a few of you have shared, is to reflect on a few
key points and as such we are making these changes.
Homework
During this period of online learning:
Students in years 7 to 9 will no longer be set homework. This will give students the time and space to
reflect on their day, to consolidate lesson work but especially to help reduce screen time.
Students in Years 10 and 11 – I have asked staff to only set work if it is really needed as part of the
course / teaching for that day. I am asking for a “professional judgement” from them in this matter
to balance the need not to disadvantage students but also to be mindful of screen time, stress and
anxiety.
Students in the 6th form have time allocated on their timetable to work on homework, as such they
will still get work set as normal, in line with each course and the teachers plan.
Screen Downtime
We are going to ask teachers to use their “professional judgement” to regulate the amount of time
it is necessary for a student to be on screen. This may mean that the duration of the “live taught”
lesson may sometimes be shorter than the full timetabled lesson time. This will give rise to “mini
breaks” between lessons which I hope will enable students to stretch, refresh and be better
prepared for the rest of the day. I would ask that you encourage your sons and daughters to get
online and involved in lessons, they are exceptionally good. I can also tell you that we have and
continue to work tirelessly with the technology to ensure everyone can access learning.

Upcoming dates for your diary:

Year 9 Virtual Parent Event Wednesday 20th January
Year 10 Virtual Parent Event Wednesday 27th January

A text will shortly come out to you with a link to setup appointments.

Free School Meals
The Department for Education has just announced that the National FSM voucher scheme (similar to
the summer lockdown) will commence from January 18th and in the first instance run until February
12th. You will access this in the same way as you did in the summer through the EDENRED system,
this will arrive as soon as the system allows. In the meantime, we will be providing FSM vouchers to
cover 4th to the 15th January through the WONDE school voucher system.
Summer Examination Update:
There is a government consultation that will last 2 weeks from Monday 18th to explore options for
what replaces the summer examinations for Year 11 & 13. Shortly after this we expect to hear
exactly what is required. However, in a letter today from the Secretary of State sent to Ofqual (the
exam regulator) it has been made clear that a “comprehensive and moderated evidence base” will
be needed for schools to produce grades. I will keep you posted as soon as I know more.
Thank you for your unwavering support, keep following the national guidance, which is basically stay
at home. Keep in contact if there is anything you need and look after yourselves and your families
Kind regards,

Mr Jon Boyes
Principal

