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What are the intended aims for this year’s curriculum? AQA Geography A-level is a two-year course delivered as three physical topics (paper 1) and three human topics (paper 2). Year 12 is designed to build upon the topics enjoyed by students at GCSE such as natural hazards. There are also new topics 
introduced in Y12/Y13 such as global governance which are designed to challenge student perceptions on current Geographical issues by stimulating their investigative and analytical skills. All students have to undertake a NEA independent fieldwork investigation. The primary data collection traditionally takes 
place in term 6 of Y12 with the write up in term 1 of Y13. The course offers flexibility through a choice of physical and human topics to suit the interest of the students. The topics studied are inspiring, and provide the students with the knowledge, skills and enthusiasm sought by higher education and employers.   

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 Physical Geography Topic 2 – Hot Deserts Revision and final exam preparation 

‘Big idea(s)’ / 
fundamental 

concepts 

This topic is worth 30% of the total marks available in paper 1. This topic focuses on hot deserts which drylands characterised by high day time 
temperatures and very limited precipitation. The focus is on hot deserts and their margins, where the operation of specific processes within the 
distinctive landscape create a very unique and harsh environment. Student engagement with this topic fosters informed appreciation of the 
beauty and diversity of hot deserts and the challenges they present as human habitats. 

Once the content has been taught, students will focus on revision and exam preparation for their final exams in early June. There are two papers with each having a 
2 hour 30 minute duration. Paper 1 will comprise of exam questions on the three physical topics learnt: Natural Hazards, Water and Carbon Cycles and Hot Deserts. 
Paper 2 will comprise of exam questions on the three human topics learnt: Changing Places, Population and the Environment and Global Systems and Global 
Governance. Lessons and independent study will cover all six topics across terms four and five as students have to be able to make synoptic links between topics. 

Knowledge to be 
learnt 

Deserts as natural systems 
Exploring the concepts behind how 
characteristic desert landscapes are formed 
and the global distribution of arid and semi-
arid biomes. Understanding of the 
characteristics of hot desert environments 
and their margins: climate, water, soils and 
vegetation. The causes of aridity i.e. 
atmospheric processes. 
Systems and processes 
Interpreting the sources of energy in hot 
desert environments and the 
geomorphological processes at work i.e. 
weathering and erosion. In depth analysis of 
distinctively arid geomorphological processes 
will be a focus area for students. 
Students will also explore sources of water 
and examine the causes of flash flooding. 

Arid landscapes 
Exploring the origin and development of 
specific desert landforms i.e. desert 
pavements and varying types of sand dunes. 
Students will analyse the relationship 
between process, time, landforms and 
landscapes. 
Desertification 
Exploring the changing extent and 
distribution of hot deserts over the last 
10,000 years. Students will develop an in 
depth understanding behind the causes of 
desertification, the areas at risk and the 
impacts on people and the environment. 
Students will also need to examine the 
potential impacts of desertification on local 
populations and the threats from predicted 
climate change. 

Case study 1 
Students will explore one named hot desert 
environment in depth to illustrate and 
analyse all of the key concepts and processes 
learnt in this topic.   
Case study 2 
Students will explore a local scale landscape 
where desertification has occurred to 
illustrate and analyse key themes of 
desertification learnt in this topic. 

Students will spend terms four and five with their teacher preparing for their final exams in early June. Each week, lessons will focus on one or more of the following 
six topics: 
 
Paper 1: Physical Geography                                      Paper 2: Human Geography 
                               
- Natural Hazards                                                           - Changing Places 
- Water and Carbon Cycles                                           - Global systems and governance 
- Hot Deserts                                                                   - Changing places 
                                                             
Revision will comprise of use of past papers, specimen papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports to practise effective application. Also available is a bank of 
teacher produced exam questions with, exemplar student answers, summary notes and commentary answers highlighting the indicative content.  

Key vocabulary 
Aeolian, abrasion, adaptation, air pressure, aridity, bahadas, barchans, barren, continentality, deflation, desert, diversity, dynamic, drylands, 
endoric, ephemeral, episodic, erosion, exogenous, feedback, fluvial, geomorphological, inselbergs, latitude, margin, mitigation, pediments, 
playas, precipitation, sediment, seif, systems, ventifact, vegetation, weathering, wadis, yardangs, zeugen. 

Key words from all six topics will be essential (see all Sixth Form curriculum maps) as we also closely examine command words: analyse, annotate, assess, calculate, 
critically, define, describe, discuss, evaluate, examine, explain, interpret, justify, outline, summarise, to what extent. 

The role of reading 
and comprehension 

Students should become confident and competent in selecting, using and evaluating a wide range of qualitative sources. Wider reading from Geographical journals/publications should form an integral part of study. Students should develop as critical and reflective learners, able to articulate opinions, suggest 
new ideas and provide evidenced argument in a range of situations. 

The role of 
independent 

extended writing 

Students are expected to use factual text and discursive/creative material and coding techniques when analysing text. Exam questions for these topics demand the use of extended responses from 6 – 20 marks which demonstrate a comprehensive ability to analyse the complexity of people-environment 
interactions at all Geographical scales, and appreciate how these underpin understanding of some of the key issues facing the world today. 

The role of maths/ 
numeracy 

This topic offers the opportunity to exercise and develop Geographical skills, including observation, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, 
together with data manipulation and statistical analysis. 

At this point in the course, student should be competent using a range of quantitative skills with includes application of statistical skills and calculations; measures 
of central tendency, Chi-square and using ICT databases. Students will be further exposed to the interpretation of visual material such as maps, graphs and diagrams 
as part of their revision and exam preparation.  

Links to careers/ 
aspirations 

As a degree subject, Geography is highly respected by higher education institutions and employers. A wide range of career paths are available including fields such as natural disaster management, cartography, environmental management, information systems managers, oil industry, land surveying, sustainability 
consultant, and working with humanitarian aid. There is a display board in the Geography corridor illustrating a range of career paths. 

Core skills 
A skill is a 

performance built on 
what a person knows 

Students should develop an in-depth understanding of specific concepts and selected core physical processes at a range of spatial scales, and 
analyse the complexity of people-environment interactions. Students should also improve their understanding of the ways in which values and 
attitudes impact on human and physical environments, and become confident and competent in a range of quantitative skills and approaches. 

At this point in the course, students should be confident and competent using a wide range of taught skills such as interpreting and annotating visual material such 
as maps, graphs and diagrams. They should also have competent literacy skills such as using factual text and discursive/creative material and coding techniques 
when analysing text and exam questions. Students should confidently be able to structure exam questions to meet the assessment objectives.   

Dept. enrichment 
activities 

Students are provided with ‘Geography in the News’ at least twice per term. This document contains links to topical geographical news stories for wider reading with a series of questions to accompany the reading. The document also contains links to ‘the next level’ and ‘above and beyond’ to meet the needs of 
all students. 

Home learning 
opportunities 

All students are provided with the core AQA course textbook and have the option to purchase a comprehensive revision guide. They also have access to lesson materials via Home Access Plus. Students are encouraged to watch a range of Geographical documentaries such as ‘Earth from Space’, ‘Planet Earth’, 
‘Human Planet’, ‘Supersize Cities’ etc. These are widely available on T.V and online platforms. Students should be conducting wider reading online or from resources borrowed from the department. They are encouraged to keep abreast of current affairs and to have active newsfeed as part of their social media. 



Year 13 Geography ~ Curriculum Map 

 

Human Geography (Teacher 2) 

 
What are the intended aims for this year’s curriculum? AQA Geography A-level is a two-year course delivered as three physical topics (paper 1) and three human topics (paper 2). Year 12 is designed to build upon the topics enjoyed by students at GCSE such as natural hazards. There are also new topics 
introduced in Y12/Y13 such as global governance which are designed to challenge student perceptions on current Geographical issues by stimulating their investigative and analytical skills. All students have to undertake a NEA independent fieldwork investigation. The primary data collection traditionally takes 
place in term 6 of Y12 with the write up in term 1 of Y13. The course offers flexibility through a choice of physical and human topics to suit the interest of the students. The topics studied are inspiring, and provide the students with the knowledge, skills and enthusiasm sought by higher education and employers.   

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 NEA fieldwork presentation and analysis Human Geography Topic 7 – Global Systems and Global Governance Revision and final exam preparation 

‘Big idea(s)’ / 
fundamental 

concepts 

The independent fieldwork investigation is worth 20% of the overall A-level grade. Students 
are required to undertake an independent investigation which must incorporate a significant 
element of fieldwork. Terms 1 and 2 of Y13 is used for students to present, analyse and 
evaluate their investigation.  

This topic focuses on globalisation – the economic, political and social changes associated with the driving 
forces which have been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades. 
Increased interdependence and transformed relationships between peoples, states and environments 
have prompted attempts to manage and govern some aspects of human affair. Students engage with 
important dimensions of these phenomena with particular emphasis on international trade and access to 
markets and the governance of the global commons. Students contemplate many complex dimensions of 
contemporary world affairs and their own place in and perspective on them. 

Once the content has been taught, students will focus on revision and exam preparation for their final 
exams in early June. There are two papers with each having a 2 hour 30 minute duration. Paper 1 will 
comprise of exam questions on the three physical topics learnt: Natural Hazards, Water and Carbon 
Cycles and Hot Deserts. Paper 2 will comprise of exam questions on the three human topics learnt: 
Changing Places, Population and the Environment and Global Systems and Global Governance. Lessons 
and independent study will cover all six topics across terms four and five as students have to be able to 
make synoptic links between topics. 

Knowledge to be 
learnt 

Fieldwork introduction and presentation 
Students will use this term to begin the NEA 
fieldwork write-up. 
The introduction will comprise of 
approximately 500 words explaining the aim 
of the investigation and providing some 
theoretical context. 
The 500-word methodology will explain how 
the students carried out their date collection 
and determined the necessary sampling 
techniques. 
Students will choose appropriate 
presentation for their data incorporating a 
range of high-level techniques. 

Fieldwork analysis and evaluation 
Analysis will be added to the presented data 
and run to between 1,000 and 1,500 words. 
Advanced statistical techniques (chi-squared 
or a Lorenz Curve) will be used. 
Conclusions will be drawn from the data. 
The final section of the NEA involves a 
thorough evaluation of the investigation as a 
whole, focusing upon aspects such as validity 
of results, potential improvements, and 
ethical issues. 

Globalisation 
Dimensions of globalisation: flows of capital, 
labour, products, services and information; 
global marketing; patterns of production, 
distribution and consumption. 
Factors in globalisation: the development of 
technologies, systems and relationships 
including financial, transport, security, 
communications, managements and 
information systems and trade agreements. 
Global systems 
Form and nature of economic, political, social 
and environmental interdependence in the 
contemporary world. 
Issues associated with interdependence 
including the impacts of unequal flows and 
unequal power relations. 
International trade and access to markets 
Global patterns of international trade and 
trade relationships. 
Differential access to markets associated with 
levels of development and trading 
agreements and their impacts. 
The nature and role of transnational 
corporations, with detailed reference to a 
specified TNC and its impacts. 
World trade in at least one food commodity 
or one manufacturing product. 
Analysis and assessment of the geographical 
consequences of global systems. 

Global governance 
Issues associated with global governance, including: 
- how agencies can work to promote growth and 
stability but may also exacerbate inequalities. 
-how interactions between the local, regional, national, 
international and global scales are fundamental to 
understanding global governance. 
The ‘global commons’ 
- The concept of the ‘global commons’ and people’s 
rights to sustainable development. 
- Antarctica as a global common: 
        - An outline of the contemporary Geography of 
Antarctica to demonstrate its role as a global common 
and illustrate its vulnerability to global economic 
pressure and environmental change. 
        - Threats to Antarctica arising from: 
                - climate change 
                - fishing and whaling 
                - the search for mineral resources 
                - tourism and scientific research 
        - Critical appraisal of the governance of Antarctica. 
        - Analysis and assessment of the Geographical 
consequences of global governance for Antarctica and 
elsewhere to consider how global governance underlies 
and impacts lives across the globe. 
Globalisation critique 
The impacts of globalisation to consider the benefits of 
growth, development, integration, stability against the 
costs in terms of inequalities, injustice, conflict and 
environmental impact. 

Students will spend term five with their teacher preparing for their final exams in early June. Each week, 
lessons will focus on one or more of the following six topics: 
 
Paper 1: Physical Geography                               Paper 2: Human Geography 
                               
- Natural Hazards                                                   - Changing Places 
- Water and Carbon Cycles                                   - Global systems and governance 
- Hot Deserts                                                           - Changing places 
                                                             
Revision will comprise of use of past papers, specimen papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports to 
practise effective application. Also available is a bank of teacher produced exam questions with, 
exemplar student answers, summary notes and commentary answers highlighting the indicative 
content.  

Key vocabulary 
Contextualise, critical analysis, field data, hypothesis, methodology, preliminary, primary, 
qualitative, quantitative, research, sampling, secondary, sourcing, statistical, theoretical. 

Adaptation, agglomeration, bilateral agreement, capital flows, common markets, conglomerates, 
containerisation, customs unions, diaspora, economies of scale, environmental sustainability, global 
commons, global governance, globalisation, glocalisation, international trade, labour, leakages, 
mitigation, multilateral agreement, multiplier (effect), non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 
outsourcing, protectionism, reliance (ecological), sustainable development, tariffs, United Nations. 

Key words from all six topics will be essential (see all Sixth Form curriculum maps) as we also closely 
examine command words: analyse, annotate, assess, calculate, critically, define, describe, discuss, 
evaluate, examine, explain, interpret, justify, outline, summarise, to what extent. 

The role of reading 
and comprehension 

Students should become confident and competent in selecting, using and evaluating a wide range of qualitative sources. Wider reading from Geographical journals/publications should form an integral part of study. Students should develop as critical and reflective learners, able to articulate opinions, suggest 
new ideas and provide evidenced argument in a range of situations. 

The role of 
independent 

extended writing 

Students are expected to use factual text and discursive/creative material and coding techniques when analysing text. Exam questions for these topics demand the use of extended responses from 6 – 20 marks which demonstrate a comprehensive ability to analyse the complexity of people-environment 
interactions at all Geographical scales, and appreciate how these underpin understanding of some of the key issues facing the world today. 

The role of maths/ 
numeracy 

Students must independently identify and conduct a rage of quantitative data collection 
methods i.e. measurements and impact surveys. 

This topic allows students the opportunity to engage with a range of quantitative and qualitative skills. 
Students must understand the analysis and presentation of secondary cartographic and graphical data. 

At this point in the course, student should be competent using a range of quantitative skills with 
includes application of statistical skills and calculations; measures of central tendency, Chi-square and 
using ICT databases. Students will be further exposed to the interpretation of visual material such as 
maps, graphs and diagrams as part of their revision and exam preparation.  

Links to careers/ 
aspirations 

As a degree subject, Geography is highly respected by higher education institutions and employers. A wide range of career paths are available including fields such as natural disaster management, cartography, environmental management, information systems managers, oil industry, land surveying, sustainability 
consultant, and working with humanitarian aid. There is a display board in the Geography corridor illustrating a range of career paths. 

Core skills 
A skill is a 

performance built on 
what a person knows 

Students should develop an in-depth understanding of how to conduct an independent 
research investigation and become confident and competent in selecting, using and evaluating 
a range of quantitative and qualitative data. 

Students should develop an in-depth understanding of specific concepts and selected core physical 
processes at a range of spatial scales, and analyse the complexity of people-environment interactions. 
Students should also improve their understanding of the ways in which values and attitudes impact on 
human and physical environments, and become confident and competent in a range of quantitative skills 
and approaches. 

At this point in the course, students should be confident and competent using a wide range of taught 
skills such as interpreting and annotating visual material such as maps, graphs and diagrams. They 
should also have competent literacy skills such as using factual text and discursive/creative material and 
coding techniques when analysing text and exam questions. Students should confidently be able to 
structure exam questions to meet the assessment objectives.   

Dept. enrichment 
activities 

Students are provided with ‘Geography in the News’ at least twice per term. This document contains links to topical geographical news stories for wider reading with a series of questions to accompany the reading. The document also contains links to ‘the next level’ and ‘above and beyond’ to meet the needs of 
all students. 

Home learning 
opportunities 

All students are provided with the core AQA course textbook and have the option to purchase a comprehensive revision guide. They also have access to lesson materials via Home Access Plus. Students are encouraged to watch a range of Geographical documentaries such as ‘Earth from Space’, ‘Planet Earth’, 
‘Human Planet’, ‘Supersize Cities’ etc. These are widely available on T.V and online platforms. Students should be conducting wider reading online or from resources borrowed from the department. They are encouraged to keep abreast of current affairs and to have active newsfeed as part of their social media. 
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