


Welcome to A-Level Drama and Theatre 
preparation, helping you to be one step closer to 
officially beginning classes with us and we are 

excited to know that you have selected this 
option as part of your KS5 study!

The aim of this research project is to help 
prepare you:
1. For the type of work you will be expected to 

do during the course
2. Create work that you will be able to actually 

use as part of the course

The course is comprised of three 
Components.  
1. Component 1 is coursework and requires 

the creation of a performance, 
reinterpreting the play ‘100’ in the style of 
Marianne Elliott, plus a Creative Log, 

2. Component 2 is an external exam and 
requires the creation of 2 performances 
(one scripted in a Naturalistic Katie Mitchell 
Style, the other devised from a stimulus in 
a Brechtian Style), plus a Reflection and 
Evaluation Report 

3. Component 3 is an external exam and 
requires the study of three texts, A) ‘Love 
and Information’ , B) ‘Hedda Gabler’ and C) 
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time’.  This is a play by Simon 
Stephens, adapted from Mark Haddon’s 
original book.

Subsequently, we are asking you to complete a 
research project on the play ‘The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’.  Details 
of which are to follow in this document.

READ: “In the spaces provided, draw two 
ground plans, for two different stage types, 
which illustrate two different approaches to 
stage design for the extract. In the space 
provided underneath, fully explain and justify 
each design approach. [40marks]
In your answer, you must:
1. analyse and evaluate how any live 

productions you have seen during the 
course have influenced your design 
choices

2. consider:
• staging form, including audience 

positioning
• set layout including entrances and exits
• position of set and furniture
• lighting
3.  demonstrate understanding of the extract 
within the context of the
whole text.”

To help provide some context for the tasks you 
are going to be undertaking, above is an example

exam question for Component 3 Section C.



In order to help you satisfy Section C, 
especially the third part of the question, we are 
asking you to include 3 things in your 
Research Project:
1. Research the text - plot and characters
2. Research the text in performance – set, 

staging, costumes, direction, style etc
3. Research Frantic Assembly – the company 

who co-directed the performance

How you present your project is up to you, 
electronic (word, power point etc) or hand 

written.  Please consider using pictures and 
video also!

Where pictures and videos are included you 
need to identify what they show/is included.  It 

is not sufficient to just put in a hyperlink, 
although this may prove useful when it comes 

to revision of ideas.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O
704ld5WQnk – Official trailer

YouTube is a great source of clips and 
interviews!

You could read 
the original book

You could read 
the playscript

The BBC has lots of 
clips and interviews 

too!
https://www.bbc.co.u
k/programmes/p01jy

x56

You could look at 
Frantic 

Assembly’s site

You will need to include a 
bibliography so it is clear 
exactly where all of your 
research has come from!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O704ld5WQnk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01jyx56


1. Consider creating a time line for the play but also for the 
events in Christopher’s life.  The play is not in chronological 
order!

2. Create a character map to show how characters are related 
to/know each other

3. For each character create a character profile, including as 
much information that you can find out as possible.  The 
information can be fact, deduction, inference and opinion.

4. Include images of the different characters and even different 
actors who played the characters, to help build a mental 
image of them

5. Include images and personal sketches of design elements –
set, staging, costume and lighting (sound lists)

6. Include information provided through interviews that explain 
WHY decisions were made by the directors, designers and 
playwright

7. What do you think the challenges of the script are?
8. Context research - you could include images of the places 

mentioned in the script so that when he talks about 
Swindon, you are clear what kind of place this is.  You may 
also need to do research on Aspergers, so you have a 
clearer understanding of Christopher’s approach to life.  
What is Bentalls?

9. You need to be very clear what the intention of the play is 
and how this intention is and could also be met.

1. You need to know the play 
like the back of your 
hand!!

2. What do you include to 
enable you to do this??

Further Activities


