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Welcome to Herne Bay High School.  

We offer a wide range of challenging A Levels and Level 3 BTEC qualifications. Our aim 

is for students to study subjects they enjoy and will therefore thrive in. It is important for 

students to be confident, take responsibility and have an established future pathway 

after Year 13. 

  

We have approximately 300 students in the Sixth Form and whilst the majority come 

from present Herne Bay High students, a number of external candidates join us each 

year. Whilst students in the Sixth Form join a Year 12 only mentor group, students mix 

with Year 13 to aid learning through the experiences of their peers.   

  
Admissions Procedure for entrance to Year 12 

  

Applications from Internal and External Students are welcome.   

• A l l a p p l i c a n t s s h o u l d a p p l y v i a t h e Ke n t C h o i ce s we b s i te a t 

www.kentchoices.co.uk Our application window opens on 24th November 2022 

and closes on 3rd February 2023. 

• The minimum entry requirements for each subject is detailed on both the Kent 

Choices website and on subject pages in this prospectus. 

• Should you miss the deadline for applications, please make contact once GCSE 

results are known in August 2023 by e mailing 6form@hernebayhigh.org and 

following the guidance on our Sixth Form website. 

• Further information on applying to our Sixth Form can be found at https://

www.hernebayhigh.org/sixthform/admissions/ 

Overall entry requirements are: 

To study three Level 3 qualifications, the entry criteria is 5 GCSEs at Grade 9-4 including 

a minimum Grade 4 in Mathematics and English. 

The Two Plus Pathways enable a student to study two Level 3 qualifications. Entry 

criteria for these are: 4 GCSEs Grade 9-4 with a minimum of Grade 3 in Mathematics or 

English.   Please note not all Level 3 subjects are available for this option, please see the 

subject/entry/criteria/pathway pages in this prospectus for more details.  

To study a Level 2 pathway, the entry criteria is 5 GCSE Grade 9-2 with a minimum of 

Grade 3 in Mathematics and English.   
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All applicants are invited to discuss their choices at an information, advice and guidance 

meeting in March 2023. 

• Students are admitted from all accessible areas (eg Whitstable, Canterbury, 

Thanet etc.)   However, no further students are accepted after 15th September 

2023.  

Students should carefully consider the course details and explore the entry criteria. They 

should also consider their academic ability and interest in subjects before making a final 

decision. Furthermore, it is imperative that students look at how subject combinations 

may impact on Higher Education or career decisions. 

Post 16 Induction 

There is an expectation that all applicants attend our Post 16 Induction, to sample the 

courses they have applied for. This will take place on the 3rd– 7th July 2023. 

Core Expectations 

The transfer from Key Stage 4 to Key Stage 5 makes very different demands on a 

student. Students are required to be independent learners and assume greater 

responsibility for themselves.   

  

Students choose three subjects to study in Year 12, along with PSHEE. During Year 12 and 

Year 13, students may opt to apply to study the Extended Project (EPQ) as an additional 

qualification. Further information will be provided to students during the year. Whilst this 

is classified as full time, there is an expectation that students undertake at least 3-4 

hours of additional learning per subject outside of the classroom. This means an 

additional 12 hours of study time. Therefore, the capability to work independently is 

essential.   

  

Students may use the Sixth Form Area and ICT facilities in school from 7.30am until 

4.30pm.   Many students take advantage of this opportunity as they find home very 

distracting. 

The School Day – goes beyond 3.10pm 

As students make the transition into Sixth Form and begin to prepare for Life After 

School, we have adjusted the school day to help students begin to make this 

adjustment. The school day for Post 16 Learners commences at 8.30am and teaching 
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may go on to 4pm, depending on the subjects being studied. Twilight lessons for Post 16 

will happen between 3.10pm and 4pm on a Tuesday, Thursday & Friday. 

Employment 

We do not discourage part time employment; it does in fact provide excellent 

employability skills. However, we would not recommend that students work more than 10 

hours per week. Research has shown that working more than 10 hours per week will cost 

students one grade per subject at the end of their courses. 

Work Experience 

Our work experience week will take place in the week of 1-5 July 2024 (subject to 

change). All students undertake Work Experience, particularly if required for a career 

path. e.g. Architecture, Dentistry, Medicine, Midwifery, Nursing, Pharmacy, Social Work and 

Teaching. Additionally, many students utilise their private study lessons or make use of 

the school holidays for Work Experience. 

Careers 

Students receive a wide range of information in order for them to make a positive 

decision about their future. Our students move onto a range of areas, such as University, 

Apprenticeships, Sponsored Degrees, Higher Education within Further Education, Direct 

Employment or taking a Gap Year. As a school we work in conjunction with the East Kent 

Business Partnership for Careers Advice, but we also direct students to the National 

Careers Website, the careers section in the LRC, Information in the Sixth Form Centre as 

well as the wealth of information provided via the Sixth Form email communication. 
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The sixth form team work closely with a team of sixth form mentors and together they 

will support your learning and help you achieve your goals. 

Mrs L Wrigley 

Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Wrigley’s responsibilities include the range of courses 

offered, student timetables, individual targets and quality 

assurance of the results achieved in the sixth form. She is 

responsible for the development of PSHEE programmes, the 

reviewing of individual student progress and all aspects of 

university applications. 

Mrs S Godden 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Godden deputises for the Head of sixth form. She offers 

support to students, UCAS and careers advice and guidance. 

Mrs L Bailey 

Sixth Form Manager 

Mrs Bailey manages the Sixth Form Centre offering skills 

support. She looks after your wellbeing, providing advice and 

guidance in all aspects as required. 

Mrs L Kupperblatt 

Sixth Form Pastoral and Administration Support 

Mrs Kupperblatt, sixth form pastoral/administrator offers 

support to students as well as monitoring student attendance 

and wellbeing. 
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A Guide to the Post 16 Application Process 
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THE JOURNEY

September Year 11 Students are introduced to www.kentchoices.com

November Post 16 Open Evening - 23rd November 2022 1730-1930 
Kent Choices applications open 24th November 2022

December We would encourage all applicants to apply by December 
2022

February
Kent Choices close for HBHS on 3rd February 2023 at 1500 

Academic references requested for external candidates 
from their school

March

Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance 
Meetings take place. 

Conditional offer letters given - students to accept/decline 
on Kent Choices

May GCSE Examinations Commence

July Sixth Form Induction Week - 3-7 July 2023

August GCSE Results published - 24th August 2023 
Sixth Form enrolment takes place on GCSE publication date

September Timetables collected on Wednesday 6th September 2023 
Lessons commence on Thursday 7th September 2023

http://www.kentchoices.com


If you are currently an external student wishing to apply to Herne Bay High School for a 

September 2023 start, you will need to apply online using the Kent Area Prospectus at 

www.kentprospectus.co.uk  

This is a straightforward process and if you currently attend a Kent school you will be 

issued with a username and password to enable you to register. 

If you attend a school outside Kent, it is an easy process and you should follow the four 

steps below: 

Step 1 

You will need to self-register at www.kentprospectus.co.uk by clicking ‘Log in’, followed 

by ‘Sign Up’. Choose from ‘Out of Area/Educated at Home’ or ‘Overseas/Non UK’ as 

appropriate. 

Step 2 

A username and password will then be provided for you. 

Step 3 

Use your username and password to log in and make an online application. There is a 

user guide on the front page which will help you to do this. Applications should be made 

as soon as possible and preferably by the end of December. 

Step 4 

The school will contact you by email to invite you for an appointment to discuss your 

course choices during the Spring Term (February). 
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There are a variety of curriculum pathways in our sixth form. Please speak to your 

teachers and tutors for advice and guidance. A CEIAG meeting will also be held in March 

with Herne Bay High to discuss your options further. 

Entry Requirements 

Full Level 3 Pathway - 2 Year Course  *

Should you not meet the Full Pathway - there are 3 alternative options 

Two Plus Pathway (with English Resit) - 2 Year Course 

Two Plus Pathway (with Mathematics Resit) - 2 Year Course

Level 2 Pathway (with GCSE Mathematics/English Resit) - 1 Year Course

Level 3 Qualifications 

All subjects available

Students normally require 5 GCSEs at Grade 9-4, including 
Mathematics and English at a minimum Grade 4 to meet the 
entry requirements for the Level 3 Full Pathway. For each 
subject selected you will need to meet the specific published 
entry criteria.

Level 3 Qualifications 

Not all Level 3 
subjects are 
available

Students normally require 4 GCSEs Grade 9-4, including 
Mathematics Grade 4 and English Grade 3 to meet the entry 
requirements for the Sub Level 3 Pathway - English Resit.  

If you follow this pathway there is an expectation students find and 
undertake Work Experience to enhance their transferable skills

Level 3 Qualifications 

Not all Level 3 
subjects are 
available

Students normally require 4 GCSEs Grade 9-4, including English 
Grade 4 and Mathematics Grade 3 to meet the entry 
requirements for the Sub Level 3 Pathway - Mathematics Resit.  

If you follow this pathway there is an expectation students find and 
undertake Work Experience to enhance their transferable skills

Level 2 Qualifications Students normally require 5 GCSEs at Grade 9-2 (or equivalent) 
in separate subjects with Grade 3 or above in English and 
Mathematics.

 Please apply for the full Level 3 Pathway and we will move you to a sub pathway if *

appropriate following GCSE Results. Please ensure the options chosen fit within the option 
blocks advertised. 
We reserve the right to withdraw courses should insufficient numbers be attracted up until 
enrolment.
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ART PATHWAY
Qualification:   A Levels in Fine Art, Art Graphics/Visual Communication and Photography/  
    Lens-Based Media (Equivalent to THREE A Levels) 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including minimum Grade 7 in   
    GCSE Fine Art and Photography and/or Art Graphics GCSE at Grade 6. 
Course Leader:   Miss L Southwick

Course Overview 
The Art Pathway (3 A Levels) aims to provide students with 
key knowledge and understanding of the Art industry. It 
develops career opportunities as well as access to further or 
higher education courses. The course focuses mainly on Fine 
Art and all students will develop outcomes and responses 
that reflect their ideas as they develop across all three art 
subjects namely: 

• Art Graphics and Visual Communication 
• Fine Art 
• Photography and Lens Based Media 

This is a full time course and will fill your timetable. 

Area of Study 
The subject criteria for Art require that not only practical artistic skills and abilities should be developed in 
any course of study, but also that the study of art and design and its various contexts should form part of 
any student’s education. Therefore, in addition to making artefacts, students are encouraged to reflect on 
their own work and the work of others. 

The GCE in Art and Design has been designed to encourage an adventurous and enquiring approach to 
art and design. Successful students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of past and 
contemporary art and design practice and be able to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas. 
Students will develop interesting themed based work from their own ideas.

Delivery and Assessment 
Coursework and Examination: please see the prospectus pages for Fine Art, Photography/Lens-Based-
Media and Art Graphics/Visual Communication for further details.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as Public Exhibitions, visits to Galleries and Museums and meeting 
practising artists. There will be opportunities to speak with practising artists of various genres to explore 
what it is like to work within the creative industries with possible work placements available. 

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course will encourage you to explore your creative mind and help you develop the basic skills, 
understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for. The most 
established route is to take an Art and Design Foundation Diploma. This is a one-year pre-degree course 
which prepares you for progression to Higher Education courses in Art and Design. Art and Design is a 
neat and compact title, though grossly inadequate for the sprawling range of jobs and careers that it 
encompasses. The application of this subject is limitless from painting to conceptual art, to produce a 
design from stained glass or sculpture to computer animation.
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ART GRAPHICS
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design 
    Art Graphics/Visual Communications 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths, English and GCSE 
    Art (minimum grade 5). Only 2 art subjects may be studied, unless following the   
    Art pathway 
Course Leader:   Miss L Southwick

Course Overview 
This is an exciting and challenging course which will guide 
students through a number of graphic design skills and 
techniques. Once students have gained confidence and have 
acquired a skills base; original, innovative and sophisticated 
work will develop and become more directed by the 
student. 

Outcomes will be supported by development studies and 
contextualised by the work of other artists, graphic 
designers and design studios. 

Area of Study 
Throughout the course students will use a variety of graphic design-based skills and processes such as 
illustration, photoshop, photography, typography, branding, advertising, digital media, and web design. 
Such a wide approach will help students to develop a sound knowledge of contemporary graphic design.

Delivery and Assessment 
The A Level course will contain three units, the third of which will be an examined unit. 

Unit 1 will be a teacher led unit whereby students will need to ensure they are refining their skills and 
investigating their ideas in interesting ways. This unit will require a supporting study and a series of 
outcomes. 

Unit 2 is titled the Personal Investigation Unit. This requires students to carry out a sustained investigation 
into a self-written project brief. The unit of work carries the most marks out of unit 1 and 2. It needs to 
showcase the most developed and refined skills of each student within the discipline. This unit is created 
from an entire developed project and final pieces. This unit requires an essay submission based on 
contextual studies of 1000-3000 words. 

Unit 3 is an externally set examination unit. Students will work on this totally independently

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as Public Exhibitions, visits to Galleries and Museums and meeting 
practising artists. There will be opportunities to speak with practising artists of various genres to explore 
what it is like to work within the creative industries with possible work placements available.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Examination results on the course have been very good and many students have gone onto colleges of 
Art to further their studies at a higher level when a broad variety of employment opportunities are 
available.
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BIOLOGY
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Biology 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English (minimum Grade   
    5), Mathematics (minimum Grade 6), Combined Science at 9-9 - 6-6 or Single   
    Sciences 9-6 in Biology and 9-6 in Chemistry and Physics 
Course Leader:   Mrs L Powell

Course Overview 
Studying Biology at a higher level aims to encourage 
learners to:  
•develop essential knowledge and understanding of different 
areas of the subject and how they relate to each other. 
•develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, 
knowledge and understanding of scientific methods. 
•develop competence and confidence in a variety of 
practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills. 
•develop their interest and enthusiasm for the subject, 
including developing an interest in further study and careers 
associated with the subject. 
•understand how society makes decisions about scientific 
issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the 
economy and society.

Area of Study 
Alongside the key scientific knowledge and understanding of different areas of Biology. Students will also 
develop a range of practical and problem solving skills. Throughout the course the following areas will be 
studied: 
• Cells and biological molecules 
• Exchange and transport in animals and terrestrial plants 
• Biodiversity, evolution and disease and the relationships between organisms 
• Communication, homeostasis and energy 
• Genetics, evolution and ecosystems

Delivery and Assessment 
There will be one examination series available each year in June 
Paper 1 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 and is worth 100 marks. 
Paper 2 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 and is worth 100 marks. 
Paper 3 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1 to 6 and is worth 70 marks. 
There are a minimum of 12 practical activities carried out throughout the course to demonstrate practical 
competence. This will be reported separately from the A Level grade.

Enrichment 
We encourage all our students to undertake work experience to allow them to make links between what 
they learn in the classroom and how it can apply to various job roles in the real world. A wide range of 
opportunities are available and in previous years we have supported students applying and completing 
Nuffield placements, Medical residential experiences, work experience at Pfizer as well as completing 
research projects through Operation Wallacea. All of which the students have found to be invaluable 
experiences.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
It will prepare students to progress into further education, to follow courses in a large array of Biological 
Sciences. It can also offer opportunities to enter employment eg. Nursing, where an understanding of 
Biology is important.
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BUSINESS
Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Business 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English at   
    minimum grade 5. 
Course Leader:   Mr S Booker

Course Overview 
Business is structured into four themes and consists of three 
externally examined papers. Students are introduced to 
business in Themes 1 and 2 through building knowledge of 
core business concepts and applying them to business 
contexts . Breadth and depth of knowledge and 
understanding, with applications to a wider range of 
contexts and more complex business information, are 
developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring students to take a 
more strategic view of business opportunities and issues. 

• Within Theme 1 students gain a knowledge of how 
businesses identify opportunities and to explore how 
businesses focus on developing a competitive 
advantage through interacting with customers. Students 
develop an understanding of how businesses need to 
adapt their marketing to operate in a dynamic business environment. This theme also considers 
people, exploring how businesses recruit, train, organise and motivate employees, as well as the role of 
enterprising individuals and leaders. 

• Theme 2 enables students to develop an understanding of raising and managing finance and 
measuring business performance. The theme outlines the importance of using resources efficiently 
within a business to ensure that goods or services can be delivered effectively and efficiently, and to a 
high quality. 

• Theme 3 moves from functions to strategy, enabling students to develop their understanding of the 
core concepts and to take a strategic view of business opportunities and issues. Students analyse 
corporate objectives and strategy against financial and non-financial performance measures and how 
businesses grow and develop an understanding of the impact of external influences. 

• In Theme 4 students investigate businesses that trade on a global scale and explore their reasons for 
doing so. Students develop an understanding of the globally competitive environment and consider 
the ethical and moral dimensions of global business activities.

Area of Study 
Enquiring and evaluative approaches to the study of business including understanding how business 
behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives and to challenge assumptions. You will learn a 
broad understanding of how businesses work including the impact of internal and external factors; 
decision-making methodologies and best-practice.
Delivery and Assessment 
Classroom teaching. End of course examinations (3 x 2 hour papers).

Enrichment 
We actively encourage students to participate in work-related activity including work tasters, placements 
and volunteering experiences. This provides students with the opportunity to develop their career choices; 
experience the world of work and develop employability skills. Visits to local and/or national businesses. 
Customised workshops to access the highest grades and for paper 3 revision.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The A Level in Business provides a route to employment or higher education in the many diverse areas of 
business. These could include specialist areas such as Management, Marketing, Finance, Law, Customer 
Service or Human Resources. It is advantageous to have studied Business before you undertake this 
course but it is not essential. 
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CHEMISTRY
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Chemistry 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English (minimum Grade   
    4), Mathematics (minimum Grade 6), Combined Science at 9-9 - 6-6 or Single   
    Sciences 9-6 in Chemistry and 9-6 in Biology and Physics 
Course Leader:   Mrs L Powell

Course Overview 
Studying Chemistry at a higher level aims to encourage 
learners to develop:  

• essential knowledge and understanding of different areas 
of the subject and how they relate to each other. 

• a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of scientific methods. 

• competence and confidence in a variety of practical, 
mathematical and problem-solving skills. 

• an interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including 
developing an interest in further study and careers 
associated with the subject. 

• an understanding how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society.

Area of Study 
Students will develop their Quantitative and Qualitative analytical skills, as well as Evaluative, 
Communications, Problem Solving and Numerical skills. Throughout the course the following areas will be 
studied: 
• The fundamental skills needed to collect and analyse empirical data. Skills in planning, implementing, 

analysing and evaluating 
• Important chemical ideas that underpin the study of A Level Chemistry 
• Quantitative techniques 
• Inorganic and physical chemistry, the applications of energy use to everyday life and industrial processes, 

and current environmental concerns associated with sustainability  
• The study of energy, reaction rates and equilibria, and the periodic table

Delivery and Assessment 
There will be three public examinations and one examination series available each year in June 
Paper 1 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 and is worth 100 marks. 
Paper 2 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 and is worth 100 marks. 
Paper 3 (1hr 30mins) will assess any content in Modules 1 to 6 and is worth 70 marks. 
There are a minimum of 12 practical activities that will be carried out throughout the course to 
demonstrate practical competence. This will be reported separately from the A Level grade.

Enrichment 
We encourage all our students to undertake work experience to allow them to make links between what 
they learn in the classroom and how it can apply to various job roles in the real world. A wide range of 
opportunities are available and in previous years we have supported students applying and completing 
Nuffield placements, Medical residential experiences, work experience at Pfizer as well as workshops with 
universities. All of which the students have found to be invaluable experiences.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
This course will suit students who are also talented mathematicians. This course will prepare students to 
progress into further education, to follow courses in Forensic Science, Food Sciences, Pharmaceuticals or 
related sciences. It can also offer opportunities to enter employment where a professional understanding 
of Chemistry would be useful.
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DRAMA and THEATRE
Qualification:   WJEC Eduqas Level 3 Advanced GCE in Drama and Theatre 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-5, including Drama or Expressive   
    Arts, Maths and English at minimum grade 5. 
    Students are expected to take part in school productions/companies 
Course Leader:   Mrs C Cobb

Course Overview 
The A Level Drama and Theatre course aims to provide all 
students with key skills related to communication (verbal, 
non-verbal and written), analysis, collaboration, and 
leadership through practical and academic study. It develops 
career opportunities as well as access to further or higher 
education courses within a range of fields, not just the 
performing arts. 

The course focuses on performance skills and practical work 
along with the study of a variety of texts, practitioners, 
creative exploration and directorial decisions. In addition, all 
students will investigate and experience the skills required to 
present and perform in productions, through personal involvement in performances and the observation 
of professional live theatre. We also provide opportunities for students to work with professional theatre 
companies.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide students with an understanding and ability to apply the methodologies and 
styles of different practitioners and theatre companies to pre-existing tests and the creation of devised 
work from a given stimulus. The study of play texts will not only increase students’ repertoire, but also 
develop their understanding of performance work from technical and directorial perspectives.

Delivery and Assessment 
Students will follow three components across the two years, comprised of coursework and examination. 
Component One - Theatre Workshop (20% practical, internally assessed) Creation, development and 
performance of a piece of theatre based on the reinterpretation of an extract from the play ‘100’, 
performed using the work methodologies of Marianne Elliott, supported by a creative log. 
Component Two - Text in Action (40% practical, externally assessed) Creation, development and 
performance of two pieces of theatre, concluded with an evaluation report. 
1) A devised piece, responding to a stimulus, using the techniques and working methods of Bertolt Brecht 
2) An extract from a text performed in the style of Katie Mitchell. 
Component Three - Text in Performance (40% written exam, externally assessed) 
1) Section A - Open book: Two questions on ‘Love and Information’ by Carol Churchill written post-1956 
2) Section B - Open book: One essay question on ‘Hedda Gabler’ by Henrik Ibsen written pre-1956 
3) Section C - A question based on a specified, pre-release extract from ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog 

in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon and adapted by Simon Stephens

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as trips and visits. Work experience is offered by students running and 
directing workshops for KS3 as a student enterprise experience. In addition, departmental links with wider 
industry professionals can also lead to work experience opportunities, which is advised for those seeking 
further education or a career in the arts. For those not wishing to pursue drama further, the available work 
experience opportunities allow employers/admissions officers to see applicants in a very rounded way.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course is for students who are interested in a variety of careers, both in Acting or the Performing Arts, 
but also industries that involve elements of public speaking, leadership, empathy and teamwork. It is very 
useful for students wishing to work in a variety of Performing Arts related jobs as well as in the service 
industries.
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ENGLISH
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Language and Literature 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum Grade 4). The course is open to students who have studied both   
    GCSE English Language and GCSE Literature in Years 10 and 11. Students will   
    need, ideally, to have gained at least grade 5 across both these subjects.    
    Students should also ideally have gained grade 5 in either Geography, History or 
    Religious Studies - Full Course 
Course Leader:   Ms R Spencer

Course Overview 
This exciting specification approaches the study of English 
through both literary and non-literary texts, encouraging 
students to engage both creatively and critically with a wide 
range of written forms. Students will explore both literary 
and linguistic concepts through analysis of texts from a 
variety of genres.  
  
Designed with a focus on the integration of language and 
literature, the specification enables students to see how 
linguistic and literary methods are related and to explore 
these links in their work. The course allows students to build 
on the skills and knowledge already gained at GCSE and 
prepare for their next steps. The variety of assessment styles 
used, such as re-creative writing, commentary writing, 
discursive essays and research-based investigative writing, 

allows students to develop a wide range of skills. These include the ability to read critically, analyse, 
evaluate and undertake independent research, which are invaluable for both further study and future 

Area of Study 
Students will develop their skills as writers, both creatively and analytically. Much of the work is done 
through discussion seminars. Students will be expected to present prepared ideas to the class as well as 
take notes. Note taking and other organisational skills will be developed in order to prepare for both the 
coursework and examination assessments. In addition to the coursework assignments, essay-writing 
techniques will be developed in readiness for the end of course examinations. The course is particularly 
relevant to those students who enjoy both creative writing as well as reading literature. This subject offers 
a respected and facilitating formal qualification that can be used in a variety of ways and is particularly 
useful to students who wish to further their education at degree level across a range of subjects. 
Additionally, many students find that continuing their study of English Language and Literature helps 
develop their communication skills and general cultural knowledge.

Delivery and Assessment 
Understanding Non-Fiction Texts - 1 hour examination in summer term of Year 13 (16%) 
The Language of Poetry and Plays - 2 hour examination in summer term of Year 13 (32%) 
Reading as a Writer, Writing as a Reader - 2 hour examination in summer term of Year 13 (32%) 
Independent study: analysing and producing texts - coursework (20%)

Enrichment 
We encourage all our students to undertake any style of work experience, which will aid a range of skills 
required in the English course. However, should someone wish to pursue an English-oriented career, then 
work experience within the following sectors would be ideal: journalism and the media, education, 
librarianship/information management, curation, public relations.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
An A Level in English Literature/Language can support you in going on to study at university. The huge 
array of creative skills, critical thinking and development of effective writing style make this A-level a good 
companion to a range of professions. It is a strong subject choice for students considering a career in copy 
wiring, publishing, law, public service and business management.

LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE



16

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum grade 4). Candidates should have ideally achieved at least grade 5 in  
    GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. Candidates should also   
    ideally have at least one other humanities subject (History, Geography or    
    Religious Studies - Full Course) at grade 5 
Course Leader:   Ms R Spencer

Course Overview 
This exciting specification approaches the study of 
Literature across a range of written forms, encompassing 
poetry, prose and drama. The course will build on and 
extend the Literature work that students studied at Key 
Stage 4, encouraging students to engage with texts 
critically.  

A-Level English literature is the study of literature through 
the lens of historicism, encouraging the independent study 
of a range of texts within a shared context, giving logic and 
meaning to the way that texts are grouped for study. This 
unifying approach facilitates the inclusion of a range of 
wider reading, thus extending students’ experience and 
appreciation of literature. Offering clear progression from 
GCSE, the course allows students to build on the skills and knowledge already gained and prepare for their 
next steps. The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based questions, unseen material, 
single-text questions, multiple-text questions, open- and closed-book approaches allows students to 
develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake 
independent research which are valuable for both further study and future employment. 

Area of Study 
It is important for students to realise that the reading demands of this subject mean that they will be 
extending their knowledge at a higher level and, as such, they must be prepared to read widely and in 
great depth. Much of the work is done through discussion seminars. Students will be expected to present 
prepared ideas to the class as well as take notes. Note taking and other organisational skills will be 
developed in order to prepare for both the coursework and examination assessments. In addition to the 
coursework assignments, essay writing techniques will be developed in readiness for the end of course 
examinations. You will learn about Drama, Prose and Poetry. All units will enable students to explore a wide 
range of texts and genres.

Delivery and Assessment 
Paper 1: Drama and Poetry Pre-1900 Students study one of Shakespeare’s plays, exploring his use of 
language and dramatic effects as well as how attitudes and values are expressed. Students also study a 
cluster of Victorian poetry 
Paper 2: Contextual Study Students will study two texts linked to a chosen topic, for example ‘The Gothic’. 
Students will develop close reading skills and consider how attitudes and values are expressed. 
Coursework: Students produce a text based on one literary text. This can be either a close reading task or 
re-creative writing with a commentary. Students will also produce a comparative essay based on two 
literary texts. All texts studies are chosen by students and must be post-1900; one must be post-2000.

Enrichment 
Theatre trips where relevant to texts studied.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
English offers a range of transferable skills. The successful completion of this course will allow you to 
progress on to a wide range of related higher education courses and could lead you into careers in 
journalism, marketing and publishing, amongst others.
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EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION

Qualification:   OCR Level 3 EPQ 
Entry Requirements: 1 Year Programme. Candidates should be capable of working independently and 
    enrolled on Level 3 courses. Candidates also need to have achieved at least   
    grade 5 in GCSE English Language as well as have a specific area of interest,   
    which candidates would like to investigate further. 
Course Leader:   Ms R Spencer

Course Overview 
Studied over one academic year - available by application in 
Year 12 and in Year 13 (further details will be provided to 
students once the academic year has begun). 

Candidates are required, with appropriate supervision, to:  
•choose an area of interest to research; 
•draft a title and aims of their research project for formal 
approval; 
•plan, research and carry out the project; 
•deliver a presentation about their project to a specified 
audience;  
•provide evidence of all stages of project development and 
production for assessment 

Candidates will have some formal teaching: for example, in research skills. Candidates will also have one-
to-one tutorial with a supervisor.

Area of Study 
You will develop and apply decision-making skills, problem-solving skills, initiative and enterprise; extend 
your planning, research, critical-thinking, analytical, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills; use your 
learning experiences to support your personal aspirations. You will learn an in-depth investigation into a 
topic of your choice, along with independent skills.

Delivery and Assessment 
Research, critically select, organise and use information, and select and use a range of resources. Analyse 
data apply relevantly and demonstrate understanding of any links, connections and complexities of the 
topic. 

• Select and use a range of skills, including, where appropriate, new technologies and problem-solving, to 
take decisions critically and achieve planned outcomes. (60%) 

• Production Log - Identify, design, plan and carry out a project, applying a range of skills, strategies and 
methods to achieve objectives. (20%) 

• Oral Presentation - Evaluate all aspects of the extended project, including outcomes in relation to stated 
objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use a range of communication skills and media 
to present evidenced project outcomes and conclusion in an appropriate format. (20%)

Enrichment 
We encourage all our students to undertake any style of work experience, which will aid a range of skills 
required in the EPQ course. Work experience should be relevant to the students’ individual programme of 
study and/or future aspirations.

Further Information 
The EPQ is worth half an A-Level, or up to 28 UCAS points. It is recognised by both employers and 
universities and may lead to alternative offers being made. The EPQ is evidence of independent learning 
and research skills.

Progression 
The successful completion of this course will allow you to demonstrate your wide range of independent 
skills to related higher education courses.



18

FINANCIAL STUDIES
Qualification:   LIBF Level 3 Diploma in Financial Studies (Equivalent in size and value to ONE A   
    Level) 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum grade 4) 
Course Leader:   Mr S Booker

Course Overview 
The Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS), which is 
completed in the first year of this two-year course, is 
designed to encourage students to become responsible 
borrowers, sensible savers and to appreciate the need for 
financial planning throughout their lives. Its purpose is to 
prepare students for further study through the development 
of the core skills of critical analysis and evaluation, synthesis, 
verbal communication and written communication. 

The Diploma in Financial Studies (DipFS), which is studied in 
Year 13, builds on the skills and knowledge students gained 
when completing the Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS), 
extending these to include areas such as sustainability in the 
wider financial services system, and the long-term effect of 
debt.

Area of Study 
The transferable skills developed are also valuable for further study in unrelated disciplines, whilst the 
financial capability content and skills support students in making informed decisions about the value of 
personal, employment and study options and budgeting whilst studying.

Delivery and Assessment 
Year 12 

• Unit 1 (Terms 1-3) - Financial Capability for the Immediate and Short Term. Unit 1 introduces students to 
the financial services industry by focusing on the integration between money, personal finance and 
the financial services marketplace. 

• Unit 2 (Terms 3-6) - Financial Capability for the Medium and Long Term. Unit 2 requires students to plan 
and demonstrate an ability to manage their financial needs in the medium and long term. 

Year 13 
• Unit 3 (Terms 1-3) - Sustainability of an Individual’s Finances. Unit 3 focuses on planning personal 

finances in a way that is flexible and sustainable. It covers how to develop, monitor and adapt a 
personal financial plan and explores how external factors affect personal finances. 

• Unit 4 (Terms 3-6) - Sustainability of the Financial Services System. Unit 4 examines providers: how they 
are affected by changes in the external environment and how they develop, market and deliver 
sustainable financial services. 

Students are externally assessed by the London Institute of Banking and Finance at the end of each unit 
by way of a multiple-choice test and an exam that requires students to provide a series of short answers 
based on a pre-released case study.

Enrichment 
Possible visit to The London Institute of Banking and Finance University in London. We encourage all of 
our students to undertake work experience within the financial sector.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to have passed the Certificate in Financial Studies 
(CeFS), along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Students completing this Diploma obtain UCAS points for university at the same atria as A Level courses. 
In addition students can use this finance qualification to obtain an apprenticeship in the financial services.
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FINE ART
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design - Fine Art 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths, English and Fine   
    Art (minimum Grade 5) Only 2 art subjects may be studied, unless following the   
    Art pathway 
Course Leader:   Miss L Southwick

Course Overview 
This is a dynamic and contemporary course which builds on 
all the fundamental art skills acquired at GCSE level.  
Students will work on a theme led unit of study which 
explores many techniques, processes and challenges 
concepts and ideas. Students will develop outcomes and 
responses that reflect their ideas as they develop. There is a 
strong emphasis on sketchbooks and critical and contextual 
studies that underpins the entire course. All units will be 
marked internally and then moderated by an external 
examination board assessor. 

Students will firstly work on a self-directed unit of study 
which explores many techniques, processes and challenges 
concepts and ideas. Students will develop outcomes and 

responses that reflect their ideas as they develop. There is a strong emphasis on development work and 
critical and contextual studies that underpins the entire course. 
Area of Study 
The Subject Criteria for Art require that not only practical artistic skills and abilities should be developed in 
any course of study, but also that the study of art and design and its various contexts should form part of 
any student’s education. Therefore, in addition to making artefacts, students should be encouraged to 
reflect on their own work and on the work of others. The GCE in Art and Design has been designed to 
encourage an adventurous and enquiring approach to art and design. Successful students should be able 
to demonstrate an understanding of past and contemporary art and design practice and be able to 
produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas. Students will develop interesting themed based work 
from their own ideas. 
Delivery and Assessment 
The A Level course contains two units, the second of which will be an examined unit. All units will be 
marked internally and then moderated by an external examination board assessor. 
• Unit 1 will be a teacher led series of workshops to further develop specialist skills and techniques and to 

introduce the course. 
• Unit 2 will be a self-directed unit whereby students will need to ensure they are refining their skills and 

investigating their ideas in interesting ways. This unit will develop into a personal investigation unit that 
shows the refinement of your skills and a sustained series of studies and requires an essay submission 
based on contextual studies of 1000-3000 words. 

• Unit 3 is an externally set examination unit. Students will work on this independently.
Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as public exhibitions, visits to galleries and museums and meeting 
practicing artists. There will be opportunities to speak with practicing artists of various genres to explore 
what it is like to work within the creative industries with possible work placements available.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course will encourage you to explore your creative mind and help you develop the basic skills, 
understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for. The most 
established route is to take an Art and Design Foundation Diploma. This is a one year pre-degree course 
which prepares you for progression to Higher Education courses in Art and Design. Art and Design is a 
neat and compact title, thought grossly inadequate for the sprawling range of jobs and careers that it 
encompasses. The application of this subject is limitless from painting to conceptual art, to product 
design, from stained glass to computer animation.
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FOOTBALL ACADEMY
Qualification:   A Levels and other Level 3 Qualifications 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum grade 4) 
    Successful candidates are required to purchase the Football Kit to be worn as   
    uniform. Further information can be found on the Herne Bay High website. 
Course Leader:   Mr R Owen

Course Overview 
If you would like to train and play with the Margate FC 
Football Academy but study three A Levels, this is an option. 

Please select the ‘Football Academy following A Levels’ 
course on Kent Choices as well as the three subjects you 
would like to study. 

Football Trials will take place at Margate Football Club 
Dates will be confirmed on application. If for some reason 
you are not available for the trials, please contact the football 
academy directly at footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org

Area of Study 
Please see the prospectus page for the subjects you would like to study

Delivery and Assessment 
Assessment is through a combination of coursework and external assessment.

Enrichment 
Curriculum is further enhanced with opportunities to undertake work experience. Previous students have 
taken the opportunity to engage in work placements in sport and leisure industry environments including 
gyms, leisure centres and local sports clubs. Trips to university campuses and professional football clubs 
including Chelsea FC have also taken place to provide students with an insight into sport science and its 
role in elite sport.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course leads into a variety of opportunities including Higher Education courses in Sport and related 
subjects or into employment areas such as coaching and health and fitness.

mailto:footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org
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FOOTBALL ACADEMY
Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 BTEC National Extended Diploma in Sport 
    (Equivalent in size to THREE A Levels) 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum Grade 4). A Merit grade in a Level 2 Sports course also meets the   
    criteria.  
    It is possible to choose this course without adopting the football alongside.   
    Football applicants are expected to be playing at a good level of competitive   
    football and representing a club. Trials are part of the application process for   
    those choosing football as the bolt-on option. Successful football candidates   
    are required to purchase the Football Kit to be worn as uniform. 

Football Trials will take place at Margate Football Club Dates to be confirmed on application. If for some 
    reason you are not available for the trials, please contact the football academy   
    directly on footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org 

Course Leader:   Mr R Owen

Course Overview 
This programme is equivalent to three A Levels and provides 
direct access to university. Learners do not have to continue 
to study sport after this course, they are open to choose 
different university pathways. It is also possible to choose 
this course and not adopt the football programme.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to the Sports Sector. Students will gain a deeper 
understanding by studying 14 different units of work, including Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise and 
Physiology, Sports Coaching Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise, Sports Nutrition, Psychology for 
Sports Performance and Sociology of Sport.

Delivery and Assessment 
Assessment is by a combination of coursework and external assessment.

Enrichment 
Curriculum is further enhanced with opportunities to undertake work experience. Previous students have 
taken the opportunity to engage in work placements in sport and leisure industry environments including 
gyms, leisure centres and local sports clubs. Trips to university campuses and professional football clubs 
including Chelsea FC have also taken place to provide students with an insight into sport science and its 
role in elite sport.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course leads to a variety of opportunities including Higher Education courses in Sport and related 
subjects or into employment areas such as coaching and health and fitness.

mailto:footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org
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FRENCH
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in French 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE  grades 9-4,   
    including Maths and English at minimum grade 4 
    and French at grade 7. 
Course Leader:   Mr B Dubois

Course Overview 
The course aims to broaden knowledge and understanding 
of French grammar, vocabulary and culture in order to 
develop the ability to understand and respond with 
confidence. The AQA A-level course offers flexibility in that 
students are encouraged to research a topic of their own 
choice from popular culture and the arts.  

This course looks closely at social issues and trends, 
political and artistic culture and there is a heavy focus on 
grammar.  
Literary texts and films as well as an individual research 
project. 

Area of Study 
Knowledge of another culture and a second language

Delivery and Assessment 
Listening, Reading & Writing: Aspects of French-speaking society: Current trends;  Aspects of French-
speaking society: Current issues; Artistic culture in the French-speaking world; Aspects of political life in 
the French-speaking world.  
Written exam: 2 hrs 30 minutes 
  
Writing: Essay writing on one text and one film from the lists in the specification.   
Written exam: 2 hours 
  
Speaking: Stimulus card leading to conversation on one of four sub-themes ie Aspects of French-speaking 
society: current trends; Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues; Artistic culture in the French 
speaking world; Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world.  
Individual Research project on a topic of your choice with a 2-minute presentation followed by a 9-10 
minutes conversation about the research.  
Oral exam: 21 – 23 minutes (inc 5 minutes’ preparation time). 

Enrichment 
Possible trips to France. As part of their work experience, A Level students will also have the opportunity 
to plan and undertake French workshops within the school for small groups of KS3 students.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

“Employment statistics show that those who leave university with a language fare significantly 
better than those without” - The Independent 

“To have another language is to possess a second soul” - Charlemagne
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GEOGRAPHY
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Geography 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum Grade 4) and GCSE Geography (minimum Grade 5) 
Course Leader:   Mr M Cox

Course Overview 
The Geography A Level course will excite students’ minds, 
challenge their perceptions and provide students with access 
to a rapidly changing world. All core physical and human 
themes will be examined in addition to a range of skills and 
fieldwork. 

Students will study Physical and Human Geography.

Area of Study 
Numeracy and Literacy are both further developed through the course as well as the use of ICT to deliver 
assignments. Presentation skills will be developed, as will teamwork on field trips.

Delivery and Assessment 
Component 1; Physical Geography - Section A: Water and carbon cycles; Section B: Hot deserts OR coastal 
systems; Section C: Hazards OR ecosystems under stress OR cold environments. Written exam: 2hr 30mins 
Component 2; Human Geography - Section A: Global systems and global governance; Section B: Changing 
places; Section C: Contemporary urban environments OR population and the environment OR resource 
security. Written exam: 2hr 30mins 
Component 3; Geographical investigation - Students complete an individual investigation which is based on 
a question or issue defined and developed around a topic of interest. The investigation takes the form of a 
written 3000-4000 word geographical report.

Enrichment 
Field work will be undertaken in environments which are not usually known to the students. Previous field 
work trips have taken place in Margate, Camber Sands, Canterbury, Eastbourne and Plymouth (where 
students stayed in university halls, to give an experience of what being at university might be like). 
Further to this, A-Level Geography students are encouraged to discuss their possible career paths and 
options with teaching staff. This allows students to be directed towards relevant university courses or 
apprenticeships options in geography related workplaces. Students are also directed to the department 
careers board, where information on various geography related jobs are highlighted.

Further Information 
This course should be selected by anyone with a genuine interest in different places and a desire to 
critically engage with current world issues. 

To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Geographers often go on to university and study in more specialised areas including cartography, mineral 
exploration, meteorology, and urban planning. Job opportunities are plentiful, reflecting the broad and 
diverse nature of the subject. Previous students have also gone on to establish careers in the Environment 
Agency and with the Forestry Commission.
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths, English and   
    Science (minimum grade 4) 
Course Leader:   Mrs K Morris

Course Overview 
This BTEC National Extended Certificate in Health and Social 
Care course aims to provide an introduction to the sector. It 
is for learners interested in learning about the Health and 
Social Care sector as part of a balanced study programme.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to Health and Social Care. You will learn transferrable 
knowledge and skills for higher education, including the ability to learn independently, research actively 
and methodically and be able to give presentations, and being an active group member.

Delivery and Assessment 
There are three mandatory units; learners must also complete one optional unit. 
Mandatory Units 

• Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development - This unit covers physical, intellectual, emotional and social 
development across the human lifespan, and the factors affecting development and the effects of 
ageing. This unit is externally assessed by a 1hr 30mins written exam. 

• Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care - This unit explores what it is like to work in the Health and 
Social Care sector, including the roles and responsibilities of workers and organisations. This unit is 
externally assessed by a 1hr 30mins written exam. 

• Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs - This unit focuses on the principles and 
practicalities that underpin meeting individuals’ care and support needs, which are the foundation of 
all the care disciplines. This is a coursework unit and is assessed internally and moderated externally. 

Optional Unit 
Coursework unit to be agreed.

Enrichment 
We actively encourage students to participate in work-related activity including work tasters, volunteering, 
or a work placement. This provides students with the opportunity to develop their career choices; 
experience the world of work and develop employability skills. 
Extra-curricular activities include trips and visits.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
It is recognised by universities for entry into a range of courses including nursing, other health care 
courses, sport related courses and vocational science courses.
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HISTORY
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in History 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths, English and   
    History (minimum Grade 5) 
Course Leaders:   Dr J Taylor Prince and Mr N Pollard

Course Overview 
This course offers breadth and scope for students to 
investigate topics on both English and European History. 

In Year 13, students are able to choose an area of history that 
they have a particular interest in and produce a quality piece 
of coursework to accompany the examination modules. This 
historical investigation allows students to research a wide 
range of media including texts, feature films, archive footage 
and historical journals. You will need to be prepared to read 
widely and work hard on your own initiative, as such, a 
genuine interest in history is a prerequisite for this course. In 
addition, you will need to be willing to discuss your ideas 
with others in the group.

Area of Study 
Essay writing, historical research and presentation skills. English and European History

Delivery and Assessment 
• The quest for political stability - Germany, 1871-1991: This unit examines how Germany became a major 

European power after unification in 1871. It explores how Germany’s leaders took the country into the 
First World War and the reaction to the humiliation of defeat in 1918 that led to the rise of the Nazis. 
Students will study the impact of Nazism and war on the German people under Adolf Hitler. Then the 
period after the Second World War will be looked at when Germany became divided into East and 
West Germany before reunification in 1991. Assessment is through examination. 

• The war of the Roses, 1450-1499: This unit is an in-depth study of how, in the 15th century, the English 
monarchy was torn apart by disputes over which branch of the royal family, the House of Lancaster or 
the House of York, should govern the country. Students will explore the turbulent years of civil war 
between Yorkist and Lancastrian factions. The reign of Richard III, the story of the princes in the tower 
and the triumph of Henry Tudor will all be examined. Assessment is through examination. 

• Historical Investigation: Students will produce a piece of extended writing. This will be based around 
historical research from a range of options. This will be carried out January - May.

Enrichment 
We encourage all students to undertake work experience within the History sector, for example at the 
National Archives and British Library in London, the Kent Archives in Maidstone, the British Museum in 
London and the National Holocaust Museum in Newark.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
History provides an excellent foundation for several popular careers including journalism, law, teaching, 
tourism, PR, archaeology and business. The ability to process information and analyse viewpoints and 
opinions are key skills which transfer into so many occupations as well as providing excellent preparation 
for a variety of university and further education courses.
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Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Law 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Maths and English   
    (minimum grade 4) and English or Humanities subject (minimum grade 5) 
Course Leader:   Mr C Smith

Course Overview 
Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role of 
Law in today’s society and raises their awareness of the 
rights and responsibilities of individuals. By learning about 
legal rules and how and why they apply to real life, students 
also develop their analytical ability, decision making, critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are highly 
sought after by higher education and employers. 

This course provides grounding in the main principles of 
English law and its development. It enables students to 
develop knowledge, understanding and critical awareness of 
the structure, personnel and functions of the English Legal 
System, Criminal Law, the Law of Tort and Contract Law.

Area of Study 
This course gives excellent preparation for those students wishing to progress to degree level study. The 
course encourages candidates to develop the skills necessary to analyse and solve problems by applying 
legal rules and to develop the ability to communicate legal arguments and conclusions clearly and 
succinctly. You will learn to communicate effectively and to a high standard using appropriate terminology 
and applying legal rules and theories.

Delivery and Assessment 
Criminal Law - Students will gain an appreciation of the principles underlying the English Legal System. 
Students will gain a sound understanding of the key areas of criminal law, including non-fatal offences 
against the person, the fatal offences of murder and manslaughter and the property offences of theft and 
robbery. 
Tort Law - Students will gain an understanding of the key principles of Tort including negligence, 
occupiers’ liability and nuisance. 
Contract Law - Students will gain a clear understanding of the basic principles of contract law including 
the formation of a contract, the terms of a contract, breach of contract and remedies for breach of 
contract. 
English Legal Systems - This is taught throughout the course as it provides students with an 
understanding of the foundations of the English legal system, including exploring the role of lay people 
and legal personnel, how sentencing works, statutory interpretation and delegated legislation.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as visits to the Houses of Parliament as well as professional visits from 
barristers and local Magistrates. We also take part in the National Bar Mock Trial Competition each year 
which gives students chance to compete against other schools at Maidstone Crown Court in a moot case.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
You could take this course with other Advanced level courses to prepare for higher education in areas of 
law, business studies, politics and more general higher education courses. It is one of the preferred 
subjects identified by Russell Group universities for students wishing to study Law. With further training, 
you could go into a job related to law such as a solicitor or barrister. The course will also help you develop 
the basic skills, understanding and knowledge that many other employers across lots of industries are 
looking for.

LAW
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MATHEMATICS
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English and Science   
    (minimum Grade 4) and Maths at minimum grade 7 
Course Leader:   Miss J Gipson

Course Overview 
The A level mathematics qualification offers a three-paper 
model with defined content and calculator usage allowed in 
all three papers. 

Paper 1 - Pure Mathematics 1 
Proof, algebra and functions, coordinate geometry in the 
(x,y) plane, sequences and series, trigonometry, exponentials 
and logarithms, differentiation, integration, vectors and 
numerical methods 

Paper 2 - Pure Mathematics and Statistics 
Pure content above in part A and the Statistics content in 
part B to include statistical sampling, data presentation and 
interpretation, probability, statistical distributions and 

statistical hypothesis testing. 

Paper 3 - Pure Mathematics and Mechanics 
Pure content above in part A and then Mechanics content in part B to include Quantities and units in 
mechanic, kinematics, forces and Newton’s Laws and moments.

Area of Study 
Pure Mathematics develops the underlying skills of algebra and geometry. 
Applied Mathematics comprises of Statistics and Mechanics. Statistics is the study and analysis of data 
and information. It builds on the skills studied at GCSE within the data handling topics. Mechanics is the 
study of forces, energy and motion, all of which extend skills learnt within GCSE Science. You will learn to 
develop abilities to resign logically and recognise incorrect reasoning, and to generalise and to construct 
mathematical proofs.

Delivery and Assessment 
All papers carry equal weighting and are assessed by a 2 hour written examination with 100 marks in each.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities include opportunities to complete the UKMT Senior Maths individual and team 
challenges, receiving talks from lecturers and guest speakers and the opportunity to take part in a peer 
maths mentoring scheme. We highly encourage Maths students to undertake work experience within one 
of the following sectors if they wish to pursue a career within Mathematics: accountancy, banking and 
finance, education, physical sciences, life sciences, medicine and health, business consultancy, operational 
research, economics or engineering.

Further Information 
Students should contact Mrs Rivers or Miss Gipson to discuss the course further. 
Students studying this course will need to have a Casio FX-991EX Classwiz Scientific Calculator. 

To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Mathematics has close links with the Sciences and Technology and applications in Social Sciences and 
Psychology. If combined with Humanities and Languages, it will provide a balance of qualifications that is 
valued by universities and employers alike. Statistics holds strong links with Psychology and Economics. 
Mechanics is useful to study alongside A Level Physics and provides a good foundation for studying 
engineering subjects at university level.
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Qualification:   WJEC Level 3 Advanced GCE in Media Studies 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English (minimum grade   
    4) 
Course Leader:   Mrs C Stokes

Course Overview 
During the course students will analyse a range of media 
products from nine media forms: Advertising and Marketing, 
Music Videos, Radio, Newspapers, Magazines, Film, 
Television, Video Games and Online media. 

Students will engage with a variety of texts, studying and 
applying the four areas of the theoretical framework: 
1. Media Language - A study of genre codes and 

conventions, exploring how meaning is created. 
2. Media Representation - The way events, issues and 

individuals are represented in the media. 
3. Media Industries - A study into the institutions creating 

texts: ownership, production, distribution and circulation. 
4. Media Audiences - Looking at how audiences are 

grouped and categorised and the changing role of 
audiences 

Students will explore wider contexts through the study of texts, from different historical periods and 
global settings whilst gaining an understanding of emerging and future developments of the media.

Area of Study 
Theoretical skills including critical exploration, analysis and debate, as well as practical skills including 
filming and editing using professional software. An understanding of the role of the media in today’s 
society developing an informed understanding of media concepts and theories along with key issues and 
debates. Students will also develop an understanding of wider contexts socially, politically, historically and 
economically. It is therefore imperative that students have a good understanding of current events and are 
regularly immersing themselves in media content and coverage of news events.

Delivery and Assessment 
• Component 1 - Media Products, Industries and Audiences 35% In Section A students analyse Media 

Language and Representation comparing and analysing both set and unseen texts 

• Component 2 - Media Forms and Products in Depth 35% This paper will focus on the study of Television 
in the Global Age, Mainstream and Alternative Magazines and Media in the Online Age. 

• Component 3 - Creating a Cross Media Production (Non-Exam Assessment 30%) Students will respond 
to a choice of media production briefs, applying their knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 
framework in the creation of a cross media production made for an intended audience.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as filming events within school. Links with the BFI who offer a range of 
workshops for students. The department supports students in gaining valuable work experience through 
their ever-growing contacts within different media industries, including local advertising agencies 
providing work experience and alumni students offering mentoring.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Higher Education or Apprenticeship opportunities within film and television. Companies such as SKY and 
the BBC, and radio such as Global and KMFM look favourably on an A level media qualification. Most 
universities offer media-based courses, often tailored to the students’ specific area of interest in media.

MEDIA STUDIES
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PERFORMING ARTS 
DANCE

Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performance - Dance 
    Equivalent in size to ONE A Level 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Dance, Drama, English   
    and Maths (minimum Grade 4). Students are encouraged to take part in the   
    school dance companies and productions. 
Course Leaders:   Miss C Challis and Mrs A O’Neill

Course Overview 
The BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performance aims 
to provide students with key knowledge and understanding 
of the Performing Arts industry. It develops career 
opportunities as well as access to further or higher education 
courses. The course focuses mainly on performance skills 
and practical work. All students will investigate and 
experience the skills required to present and perform in 
productions. Close links with local theatres and professional 
practitioners are an integral part of the course.

Area of Study 
This qualification provides learners with the opportunity to develop all-round performance skills and 
transferrable skills such as self-confidence, self-presentation, personal discipline, time management and 
organisational skills which are highly regarded by higher education and employers

Delivery and Assessment 
Students will follow five units broken down into two mandatory and three specialist units. The focus is on 
the student demonstrating the skills needed to work as a dancer whilst having a clear understanding of 
how they fit into the wider performing arts context. 

There are three units in the first year and two units in the second year. Four of these are teacher assessed 
and one is externally assessed by Pearson. A variety of assessment methods will be used to include case 
studies, assignments and work-based assessments, along with projects, performance observation and 
time-constrained assessments. 

Each unit has specified criteria which are used for grading. An end of unit grade can be awarded at pass, 
merit or distinction. The successful completion of the course will result in a Level 3 qualification equivalent 
to an A Level pass

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as trips and after school dance companies. 
We highly encourage students to undertake work experience within the Performing Arts Industry. We offer 
a range of experiences as part of the course, from professional workshops, to teaching experiences within 
the community and as senior dance mentors.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course is for students who are interested in a career in Dance or the Performing Arts. It is very useful 
for students wishing to work in a variety of performing arts related jobs, as well as in the service industries.



30

Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 BTEC National Extended Diploma in Performing Arts 
    Equivalent in size to THREE A levels 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including Dance, Drama, English   
    and Maths (minimum grade 4). Students are encouraged to take part in the   
    school dance companies and productions. 
Course Leaders:   Miss C Challis and Mrs A O’Neill

Course Overview 
The BTEC National Extended Diploma in Performing Arts 
aims to provide students with key knowledge and 
understanding of Dance and the Performing Arts industry. It 
develops career opportunities as well as access to further or 
higher education courses. The course focuses mainly on 
performance skills and practical work. All students will 
investigate and experience the skills required to present and 
perform in production. Close links with professional theatre 
and dancers are an integral part of the course. 

This is the more extended version of BTEC PA Dance and 
will suit students who wish to follow a pathway of 
Performing Arts into Further and Higher Education. This is a 
FULL TIME course and will fill your timetable.

Area of Study 
There are 13 units broken down into seven mandatory and six specialist units. 
Investigating practitioners work, developing skills and techniques for live performance, group performance 
workshop, performing arts in the community, individual performance commission, final live performance to 
an audience and employment opportunities in performing arts. There are nine internal assessments by the 
teacher and four external assessments by Pearson. 
Optional Units - Choose from: 
  Site Specific Performance    Healthy Dancer 
  Contemporary Dance Technique   Physical Theatre Techniques 
  Movement in Performance    Storytelling 
  Jazz       Children’s Theatre

Delivery and Assessment 
This qualification provides learners with the opportunity to develop all-round performance skills and 
transferrable skills such as self-confidence, self-presentation, personal discipline, time management and 
organisational skills which are highly regarded by higher education and employers.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as trips and after school dance companies. 
We highly encourage students to undertake work experience within the Performing Arts industry. We offer 
a range of experiences as part of the course, from professional workshops, to teaching experiences within 
the community and as senior dance mentors.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course is for students who are interested in a career in Dance or the Performing Arts. It is very useful 
for students wishing to work in a variety of performing arts related jobs as well as in the service industries.

PERFORMING ARTS 
PATHWAY - DANCE
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design Photography/Lens-Based Media 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English and Maths   
    (minimum Grade 4) and GCSE Photography or Graphics (minimum Grade 5).   
    Only 2 art subjects may be studied, unless following the Art pathway 
Course Leader:   Miss L Southwick

Course Overview 
This is a dynamic course which builds on student directed 
work. This means students must have acquired all basic 
technical skills prior to this course. Students will need to 
understand contemporary photography and be able to 
clearly develop their ideas and present their work and visuals 
journey in clear and skilful ways. Students must be able to 
show clear ability to contextualise work and contemporary 
photographic practice. Students must be passionate about 
taking photographs and be prepared to work extensively 
outside of lesson time on additional photo shoots on and off 
school site.

Area of Study 
The subject criteria for Art require that not only practical artistic skills and abilities should be developed in 
any course of study, but also that the study of art and design and its various contexts should form part of 
any student’s education. Therefore, in addition to making artefacts, students should be encouraged to 
reflect on their own work and on the work of others. The GCE in Art and Design Photography has been 
designed to encourage an adventurous and enquiring approach to art and design. Successful students 
should be able to demonstrate an understanding of past and contemporary art and design practice and be 
able to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas.

Delivery and Assessment 
The A Level course will contain three units, the third of which will be an examined unit. All units will be 
marked internally and then moderated by an external examination board assessor. 

• Unit 1 will be a teacher led unit whereby students will need to ensure they are refining their skills and 
investigating their ideas in interesting ways. This unit will require a supporting study and a series of 
outcomes. 

• Unit 2 is titled ‘the personal investigation unit’. This unit requires students to carry out a sustained 
investigation into a self-written project brief. The unit of work carries the most marks out of unit 1 and 
2. It needs to showcase the most developed and refined skills of each student within the discipline. 
This unit is created from an entire developed project and final pieces. This unit requires an essay 
submission of 1000-3000 words, based on contextual studies. 

• Unit 3 is an externally set examination unit. Students will work on this totally independently.

Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as public exhibitions, visits to galleries and museums and meeting 
practising artists. There will be opportunities to speak with practising artists of various genres to explore 
what it is like to work within the creative industries with possible work placements available.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course will encourage you to explore your creative mind and help you develop the basic skills, 
understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for. The most 
established route is to take an Art and Design Foundation Diploma. This is a one year, pre-degree course, 
which prepares you for progression to Higher Education courses in Art and Design. Art and Design is a 
neat and compact title, though grossly inadequate for the sprawling range of jobs and careers that it 
encompasses. The application of this subject is limitless from painting to conceptual art, to produce a 
design from stained glass or sculpture to computer animation.
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Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Physics 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English (minimum grade   
    4), Maths (minimum grade 7), Combined Science 9/9-6/6 or Single Sciences   
    9-6 in Physics and 9-6 in Biology and Chemistry. It is strongly recommended   
    that you also take A Level Maths. 
Course Leader:   Mrs L Powell

Course Overview 
Studying Physics at a higher level aims to encourage 
learners to: 
• develop essential knowledge and understanding of 

different areas of the subject and how they relate to each 
other 

• develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, 
knowledge and understanding of scientific methods 

• develop competence and confidence in a variety of 
practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills 

• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, 
including developing an interest in further study and 
careers associated with the subject 

• understand how society makes decisions about scientific 
issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society

Area of Study 
Skills linked to scientific methods. Throughout the course the following areas will be studied: 

• A range of experimental methods and techniques for analysing empirical data 
• How to model the motion of objects using mathematics 
• The effect forces have on objects 
• The connection between force and energy 
• Electric current, electrical circuits, wave properties, electromagnetic waves, and quantum physics 
• How to predict the motion of planets and distant galaxies 
• The intricacies of stars and the expansion of the Universe by analysing the electromagnetic radiation 

from space 
• Nuclear physics, particle physics and medical imaging

Delivery and Assessment 
There will be three public examinations and one examination series available each year in June. 
Paper 1 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 and will be worth 100 marks 
Paper 2 (2hrs 15mins) will assess any content in Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 and will be worth 100 marks 
Paper 3 (1hr 30mins) will assess any content in Modules 1 to 6 and will be worth 70 marks. 
There are a minimum of 12 practical activities that will be carried out throughout the course to 
demonstrate practical competence. This will be reported separately from the A Level grade.

Enrichment 
We encourage all our students to undertake work experience to allow them to make links between what 
they learn in the classroom and how it can apply to various job roles in the real world. A wide range of 
opportunities are available and in previous years we have supported students applying and completing 
Nuffield placements, work experience at Pfizer, completing workshops offered by Universities and 
attending various careers talks. All of which the students have found to be invaluable experiences.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Future Opportunities 
This course will suit students who are also talented mathematicians. It will help prepare students to 
progress into further education, to follow courses in physics, engineering, one of the other sciences or 
related subjects, or to enter employment e.g. the armed forces, where an understanding of physics would 
be useful.

PHYSICS
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POLITICS
Qualification:   Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Politics 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English (minimum Grade   
    5) and Maths (minimum Grade 4). It would be advantageous to have GCSE   
    grade 5 or above in either History, Geography or Religious Studies, although not 
    essential. 
Course Leader:   Mr N Pollard Course Overview 

A level Politics involves a lot of discussion, so is ideal for 
those who enjoy talking and thinking about current affairs. 
You will also need to keep up-to-date with what is happening 
in the world via the internet, newspapers and TV 
programmes, and will need to engage in independent 
learning to increase your knowledge of politics past and 
present.   Work will be set and assessed as research tasks, 
essay writing and presentation skills. In addition, you will 
need to be willing to discuss your ideas with others in the 
group.  
Students will investigate in detail how people and politics 
interact in unit one. They will explore the UK’s democratic 
system as well as direct and indirect democracy. They will 
focus on the role and scope of political parties. This section 
also allows students to explore the three traditional political 

ideas of conservatism, liberalism, and socialism.  
In unit two, students will develop an understanding of the nature of UK government (where, how and by 
whom political decisions are made). Students will be introduced to the set of rules governing politics in 
the UK, the UK constitution, which is different in nature from most of the rest of the world.  
Global politics gives students an opportunity to develop an understanding of the local, national, 
international, and global dimensions of political activity. It also gives them the opportunity to explore the 
political issues that affect all of us. Students will gain understanding of abstract political concepts through 
grounding them in contemporary real-world examples and case studies that will develop an international 
awareness and knowledge of multiple perspectives. 
Area of Study 
Unit One 

• Political Participation (democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting 
behaviour and the media) 

• Core Political Ideas (conservatism, liberalism, socialism) 
Unit Two 

• UK Government (the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships between the 
branches) 

• Non-core political ideas 
Unit Three 

• Global Politics (sovereignty and globalisation, global governance, power and developments, 
regionalism and the European Union, comparative theories)

Delivery and Assessment 
The course will be delivered in a standard lesson format that has been planned to allow for discussions, 
debates, and presentations. Students are assessed by written exams at the end of year two.
Enrichment 
Students will be offered the opportunity to keep up to date with current affairs using a wide range of 
media as well as an opportunity to discuss, debate and research new ideas and apply them to real-world 
situations. If you want to discover and develop your own views on society and justify them using a range 
of evidence, then this is the subject for you. There will be a trip to the Houses of Parliament in London to 
aid students’ studies.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Politics is one of the subjects which is highly regarded by universities and is particularly useful for students 
wanting to pursue careers in law, the police, the media or journalism and for anyone who just wants a 
greater knowledge of the world around them.
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Qualification:   WJEC Eduqas Level 3 Advanced GCE in Psychology 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English, Maths, and   
    Science (minimum grade 4). Prospective students MUST be willing to undertake 
    reading and research in their own time. In addition, students will need to    
    develop their essay writing skills and will regularly complete extended writing   
    tasks in exam conditions. 
Course Leader:   Mrs E Leone
Course Overview 
Psychology is a popular choice and involves an exploration of 
the human mind and behaviour, for example mental disorders, 
criminal behaviour and addiction. We are interested in why 
human beings behave the way they do, and the link between 
the brain and behaviour. There are a range of perspectives 
regarding how human behaviour is explained; including the 
biological approach that states that we are determined by our 
genetics and inherited traits, which we have from birth. For 
instance, they would explain aggression in terms of hormones 
or ‘the warrior gene’ (a gene that predisposes an individual to 
be aggressive, if it is activated). We encourage students to 
have an open mind when studying Psychology due to the sensitive nature of some of the topics, and to 
motivate them to look at behaviour from a variety of viewpoints. Psychology is a scientific subject, so 
students are also encouraged to develop their skills in this area by completing two personal investigations 
at the end of Year 12 and carrying out wider reading of scientific journal articles.
Area of Study 
Critical thinking, analytical skills, evaluation, forming an effective argument and essay writing. You will learn 
about: 
• Past to Present - The study of five approaches to psychology and how they explain human behaviour: 

biological, psychodynamic, behaviourist, cognitive and positive. Each approach also has a therapy e.g. 
drug therapy, dream analysis or aversion therapy, a piece of research and a debate e.g. whether 
conditioning techniques should be used on children. In your exam you will answer questions on the 
various different approaches. 

• Investigating Behaviour - Research methods in Psychology and two key pieces of research - Milgram 
(1963) and Kohlberg (1968). You will also have the chance to carry out two of your own pieces of research 
(with guidance from the department). In the exam you are required to answer questions on the two key 
studies and the way psychological research is carried out, as well as your own two investigations. 

• Implications in the Real World - This unit involves applying your knowledge of the first year to studying 
three specific behaviours: their characteristics, therapy and how psychologists explain them. The three 
behaviours are criminal behaviours, schizophrenia and addictive behaviours. We also study five key 
controversies in Psychology: whether Psychology is a science, sexism, non-human animals in research, 
ethics and cultural bias.

Delivery and Assessment 
Paper 1 (2hrs 15mins) Psychology: Past to Present 
Paper 2 (2hrs 15mins) Psychology: Investigating behaviour 
Paper 3 (2hrs 15mins) Implications in the real world
Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as visits from professionals within the field of Psychology, for example 
mental health and forensic psychology. Trips to London to see famous psychologists at conferences e.g. 
Elizabeth Loftus and Philip Zimbardo. If students wished to pursue a career in Psychology, we would 
highly encourage them to gain work experience in the field of mental health, for instance volunteering at 
St Martin’s hospital in Canterbury, to develop their employability skills and industry sector knowledge. 
Other areas of relevant work experience could include volunteering at a primary or secondary school

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Psychology can open the door to an array of career paths that require interaction or an understanding of 
human behaviour and development. This can lead to careers such as Medicine, Health Care, Management, 
Social Work, Research, Teaching, Marketing, Advertising and Human Resources.

PSYCHOLOGY
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Qualification:   Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Religious Studies 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English, Maths and   
    Religious Studies (all minimum Grade 4). 
Course Leader:   Mrs F Allen

Course Overview 
This course aims to develop interest and enthusiasm for the 
rigorous academic study of philosophy, religion and ethics 
through knowledge, understanding and evaluation of selected 
topics. The course looks to build on and extend the issues 
studied at GCSE. 

This course is open to those who have a genuine interest in 
Religious Studies. You do not have to be religious to take 
Religious Studies as this is the academic study of religion, 
philosophy and ethics. What you do need is a lively, enquiring 
mind and the willingness to critically study different viewpoints. 

All universities recognise Religious Studies and you can use this qualification to help gain entry into a 
number of different courses. It naturally combines well with the other Humanities subjects.
Area of Study 
Religious Studies is a subject that will stimulate your mind and open doors to countless careers. Over the 
course of the two years students will learn about the complex relationships between philosophy, ethics 
and religion. Students will be introduced to a broad range of issues from both a historical and modern 
perspective.
Delivery and Assessment 
Students study three modules concurrently. The topics aim to develop critical thinking and evaluation 
skills. Students are encouraged to research, discuss and debate the issues surrounding each unit of study. 
Understanding and progress is regularly assessed through student presentations, research activities, 
debates, quizzes and essays. Final assessment is through three two-hour essay based papers, one on each 
module of study. 
• Philosophy of Religion - This unit introduces students to the study of philosophy and examines the 

question of the existence of God. Students will cover the following topics: Arguments for God’s 
existence, Nature and influence of religious experience, Problems of evil and suffering, Life after death, 
Philosophical language, Works of scholars and Issues in philosophy and science. 

• Religion and Ethics - This unit introduces students to the relationship between religion and ethics. 
Students will focus on the following topics: Significant concepts in issues and debates, The study of 
three ethical theories, Application of ethical theories, Ethical language, Deontology and Virtue ethics, 
Works of scholars and Medical ethics. 

• Study of a Religion - This unit introduces students to the study of a world religion, its core beliefs and 
practices. Students will cover the following topics: Beliefs, values and teachings, Sources of wisdom and 
authority, Practices that shape and express religious identity, Social and historical developments, Works 
of scholars and Religion in Society.

Enrichment 
Opportunities to question speakers from Islam and Christianity on their faith. Option to attend a 
paranormal evening at a local haunted location. Work experience can also be arranged within a wide range 
of careers. Students are encouraged to discuss their future career aspirations with their teachers so that 
appropriate work placements can be organised.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
Religious Studies is recognised by universities as one of the most important academic subjects. It is 
classed as a facilitating subject that can help open the door to a wide variety of degrees. Having a broader 
understanding of the world we live in is critical in the 21st century. The knowledge and skills learnt through 
studying Religious Studies provides a fantastic foundation for countless future careers. In recent years top 
London businesses have highlighted Religious Studies as one of the most critical subjects that help to 
make young people more employable. Over the years former A Level students have gone on to study or 
train in a wide range of fields including law, education, the armed forces, public relations, teaching, 
international relations politics, journalism, business and social work.
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RUGBY ACADEMY
Qualification:   Level 3 Pathways 
Entry Requirements: Please see specific course entry criteria. Entry into the academy will be based   
    on three different selection assessment criteria: attitude, aptitude and academic 
    ability 
    Rugby Trials will take place at Herne Bay High School on Saturday 4th    
    February 2023, between 10am and 12noon. Should you miss the trial, please   
    contact the rugby coaches directly at rugbyacademy@hernebayhigh.org 
Course Leader:   Mr D Molloy

Course Overview 
At Herne Bay High Rugby Academy (HBHRA) we are 
continuing to progress and to further develop rugby for the 
next academic year. The Academy has been designed and 
developed exclusively for students entering Year 12 and 
forms part of the Herne Bay High School Sixth Form. We 
plan to have over 20 students regularly participating in 12 
Rugby Academy sessions per week along with fixtures over 
the year. Herne Bay High Rugby Academy will lead the 
development of elite rugby in the region and will become a 
best practice model for elite athlete development. The 
HBHRA will provide its students with outstanding facilities, 
coaching and support services, as well as high quality 
academic study at Herne Bay High School. The HBHRA 
would support its students in gaining places in professional 
sports academies and higher education institutions. 

Students follow Level 3 qualifications or a VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Health and Exercise in addition to 
attending the Rugby Academy training. Additionally, students will have the option (subject to availability) 
to undertake vocational development. When applying, please select the subjects you wish to apply for in 
addition to the Rugby Academy.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to the sports sector and the ability to work in the sport 
industry. The vocational courses (subject to availability/change) will follow different training and 
educational courses and the weekly programme will consist of both training and classroom-based study 
each day.

Delivery and Assessment 
Course specific as it is dependent on academic pathway. Vocational studies will have practical and external 
multiple-choice exams at the end of the programme. The course has been established for each individual 
to reach and exceed their potential in the sport and leisure industry.

Enrichment 
Matches will be played either on a Wednesday or Saturday. Students must be available for matches at all 
times. Extra-curricular activities such as trips to see premiership matches and The Gallagher Premiership 
Finals and an annual tour.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course leads to a variety of opportunities including higher education courses in Sport and related 
subjects or into employment areas such as coaching and health and fitness.

mailto:rugbyacademy@hernebayhigh.org
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Qualification:   AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Sociology 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English, Maths, and   
    Science (minimum grade 4). Prospective students must be willing to undertake   
    reading and research in their own time. Students will need to develop their   
    essay writing skills in terms of both factual content and quality of argument and 
    will regularly complete extended writing tasks under exam conditions. 
Course Leader:   Mrs E Leone

Course Overview 
Sociology is a popular course that builds upon the interest 
students will have developed in the core subjects of English, 
Maths and Science and their observations of life in general. It 
involves the study of society and the structures within it, for 
example the education system, families and households, 
crime, and the impact of the media on society. The course 
aims to enable students to reflect on their own experience of 
the social world in which they live. This will include: 
developing skills which will enhance their ability to participate 
more effectively in adult life, appreciating the significance of 
theoretical and conceptual issues in sociological debate, 
understanding sociological methodology and a range of 
research methods, as well as acquiring knowledge and critical 

understanding of contemporary social processes and structures e.g. gender and class conflict in society.
Area of Study 
Critical thinking, analytical skills, evaluation, forming an effective argument and essay writing. You will learn 
the following: 
• Education with Theory and Methods - This unit involves the study of the education system and what its 

role is in society. We look at gender, class and ethnic differences in achievement, as well as the impact of 
streaming and peer groups. 

• Families and Households - This second unit investigates changing patterns of marriage, divorce and 
separation (among others), traditional views of the family and the impact of social policy on family life 
e.g shared parental leave. 

• The Media - This third unit is a very popular topic and includes the study of the role of the new media, 
globalisation and popular culture, how the news is selected and presented, the impact of the media on 
its audience and representations of different social groups e.g. the extent of objectification of women in 
the media. 

• Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods - The final unit is the study of crime, deviance and social 
order. We investigate the social distribution of crime according to ethnicity, gender and social class, 
including recent patterns and trends in crime. Students also explore the relationship between 
globalisation and crime e.g. trafficking and crimes against the environment, in addition to crime control 
and surveillance, prevention and punishment. We also study victims of crime and the role of the criminal 
justice system.

Delivery and Assessment 
Paper 1 (2hrs) Education with Theory and Methods 
Paper 2 (2hrs) Topics in Sociology (Families & Households and The Media) 
Paper 3 (2hrs) Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
Enrichment 
Extra-curricular activities such as visits to local universities. If students wished to pursue a career in 
Sociology, we would highly encourage them to gain work experience in the field of journalism e.g. the BBC, 
or volunteering in the field of social work to develop their employability skills and industry sector 
knowledge. Other areas could include volunteering for pieces of research conducted online or volunteering 
in Kent police force.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
This course provides access to a wide range of degree and college courses, including teaching, social 
work, youth work, nursing and other careers in the field of social science. Many professions and higher 
education courses would be complemented by the concepts and skills gained on an advanced Sociology 
course.

SOCIOLOGY
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SPORT
Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Sport and Physical   
    Activity. Equivalent in size to ONE A Level 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English and Maths   
    (minimum grade 4). A Pass grade in Key Stage 4 Cambridge National in Sports   
    Studies would benefit but is not essential. Extra-curricular (school PE/Sports   
    club) attendance and out of school (local sports club) participation would   
    support the practical units. 
Course Leader:   Mr C Scorer

Course Overview 
This is a practical and work-related course. Students will gain 
an introduction to the knowledge and skills required in the 
sports industry. Prospective students should have a keen 
interest in Physical Education and Sport and might be 
considering a career within the sport or physical education 
sectors. The course will provide a coherent introduction to 
the study of sport and, with additional qualifications, will 
prepare students for further study at College or University. It 
will be particularly beneficial to those intending to pursue 
any health, fitness, or sports-related vocation such as 
recreation management, sports development, coaching or 
teaching.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to the sports sector. You will gain a deeper understanding of 
anatomy and physiology, fitness and how to deliver sport and physical activity.

Delivery and Assessment 
The course is made up of five units, two of which are externally assessed and three internally assessed. 
Each internally assessed unit consists of three, four or five theoretical and/or practical assignments graded 
Pass, Merit or Distinction. An overall grade of Pass (E at A Level), Merit (C at A Level) or Distinction (A at A 
Level) is calculated from the grades obtained in each unit. Assessment is ongoing, including practical skills 
and performance so full attendance is essential. 

• Body systems and the effects of physical activity - The structures and functions of the key body systems, 
how these support and impact performance in sport and physical activity, and the effects that physical 
activity can have. 

• Sports coaching and activity leadership - The role and responsibilities of coaches, developing coaching 
skills, planning, and delivering a series of sports or activity sessions and using feedback to improve future 
coaching or activity leadership. 

• Sports organisation and development - The organisations involved in sport in the UK, their roles and 
responsibilities and how they work together. They will also cover sports development, who gets targeted, 
why it is carried out and how success can be measured. 

• Performance analysis in sport and exercise  - Carry out performance profiling and analysis and providing 
feedback. 

• Practical skills in sport and physical activities - The application of skills tactics, techniques and 
knowledge in individual sports, team sports and OAA.

Enrichment 
Enrichment opportunities include a variety of extra-curricular clubs covering a range of sports, trips, and 
visits. Students are supplied with the chance to gain work experience in the sports industry through our 
excellent links with Fusion and the Bay Arena who are based at the school as well as the opportunity to 
coach, lead and instruct fellow students and primary pupils.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course leads to a variety of opportunities including higher education courses in Sport and related 
subjects or into employment areas such as coaching and health and fitness.
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Qualification:   OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Diploma in Sport and Physical   
    Activity. Equivalent in size to THREE A Levels 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English and Maths 
(minimum grade 4). A Pass grade in Key Stage 4 Cambridge National in Sports Studies would benefit, but 
not essential. Extra-curricular (school PE/Sports club) attendance and out of school (local sports club) 
participation will support the practical units 
Course Leader:   Mr C Scorer

Course Overview 
This is a practical and work-related course. Students will gain 
the key knowledge and practical skills required in the sports 
industry. It is equivalent to 3 A Levels. Within the 
programme, all students will study the CSLA (Community 
Sports Leader Award) in Year 12 and will have the 
opportunity to complete the HSLA (Higher Sports Leader 
Award) in Year 13.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to the sports 
sector. You will gain a deeper understanding of anatomy and 
physiology, fitness and how to deliver sport and physical 
activity to an individual or group of participants; plus 
identify those who would benefit most from participation, 
select which sport or physical activity would be best for 

them, and how to organise, coordinate and facilitate different events or programmes of activity that allow 
people to actively engage in and enjoy sport and physical activity.

Delivery and Assessment 
The course is made up of 17 units, four of which are externally assessed and 13 internally assessed. Each 
internally assessed unit consists of three, four or five theoretical and/or practical assignments graded Pass, 
Merit or Distinction. An overall grade of Pass (3 x E at A Level), Merit (3 x C at A Level) or Distinction (3 x 
A at A Level) is calculated from the grades obtained in each unit. Assessment is ongoing, including 
practical skills and performance, so full attendance is essential. 

• Body systems and the effects of physical activity - The structures and functions of the key body systems, 
how these support and impact performance in sport and physical activity, and the effects that physical 
activity can have. 

• Sports coaching and activity leadership - The roles and responsibilities of coaches, developing coaching 
skills, planning, and delivering a series of sports or activity sessions and using feedback to improve future 
coaching or activity leadership. 

• Sports organisation and development - The organisations involved in sport in the UK, their roles, and 
responsibilities and how they work together. They will also cover sports development, who gets targeted, 
why it is carried out and how success can be measured. 

• Working safely in sport, exercise and health and leisure - Key safety requirements, health and safety 
legislations, first aid, safeguarding and risk assessments. 

• Performance analysis in sport and exercise - Carry out performance profiling and analysis and providing 
feedback. 

• Group exercise to music - Types of group exercise, plan and deliver group exercise sessions and evaluate 
their success. 

• Improving fitness for sport and physical activity - Components of fitness, methods of training, planning, 
and delivering fitness training programmes, how to motivate clients and evaluating programmes. 

• Organisation of sports events - Planning, promoting, and delivering a sports event. 
• Physical activity for specific groups - The different groups of individuals who would benefit 

physiologically, psychologically, and sociologically from participating in physical activity and why these 
groups are targeted by initiatives. 

• Nutrition and diet for sport and exercise - Balanced diet, energy intake and expenditure, and the 
importance of hydration. 

• Health and fitness testing for sport and exercise - Client consultation, deliver fitness tests, interpret data 
and feeding back to a client.

SPORT PATHWAY
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Enrichment 
Students are supplied with the chance to gain work experience in the sports industry during the Sports 
Organisation and Development unit as well as through our excellent links with Fusion and the Bay Arena 
who are based at the school. As well as the opportunities mentioned previously, students will get to 
experience being a coach, a sports leader and fitness instructor running sessions for fellow students and 
primary pupils as well as organising a sports event.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Future Opportunities 
The course will prepare students for further study in sports related courses at College or University. It will 
be beneficial to those intending to pursue any health, fitness, or sports-related vocation such as recreation 
management, sports development, coaching or teaching.

• Working in active leisure facilities - Day to day duties, health and safety and customer care.  
• Sports injuries and rehabilitation - Recognising and treating common sporting injuries, the possible 

psychological impacts of sports injuries and how to minimise the risk of sports injuries occurring in the 
first instance. 

• Practical skills in sport and physical activities - The application of skills, tactics, techniques and 
knowledge in individual sports, team sports and OAA. 

• Sport and exercise psychology - Different motivations for participating in sport and how performance 
can be managed. The impacts that participation in sport can have on a person’s mental health and 
wellbeing. 

• Sport and exercise sociology - The principles of sociology to sport, how sport is shaped by society and 
how it impacts our behaviour and relationships. How different sociological theories apply to sport before 
looking at the influences and impacts that sport and society can have on each other and the role the 
media must play in it all. 

• The business of sport - The structure and purpose of different sports businesses, their customers and 
how they use staff and volunteers to meet their goals. Corporate Social Responsibility and business 
obligations.
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TRAVEL & TOURISM
Qualification:   Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism.   
    Equivalent in size to ONE A Level 
Entry Requirements: 2 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSE grades 9-4, including English and Maths   
    (minimum Grade 4). You do not need to have studied Travel before you    
    undertake this course. 
Course Leader:   Mrs K Morris

Course Overview 
The Travel and Tourism industry in the UK is growing and is 
of major importance to the economy. This qualification gives 
a broad introduction to the Travel and Tourism industry, with 
an emphasis on core knowledge and fundamental skills that 
are transferable across other sectors.

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to Travel and 
Tourism. You will learn specialist work-related skills in the 
travel and tourism sector.

Delivery and Assessment 
There are three mandatory units; learners must also complete 
one optional unit. 

Mandatory Units 
• Unit 1 - The world of travel and tourism - This unit provides the foundation for learners to study other 

units in travel and tourism. They will explore the key components and scale of the industry, using data 
to analyse key trends and their impact. This unit is externally assessed by a 1hr 30 mins written exam. 

• Unit 2 - Global Destinations - This unit enables learners to investigate and analyse information 
regarding the features and appeal of global destinations, travel planning, and the factors and trends 
affecting the changing popularity of global destinations. This unit is assessed under supervised 
conditions. Learners will be given information two weeks before a supervised assessment period to 
carry out research. 

• Unit 3 - Principles of marketing in travel and tourism - Learners investigate the use of marketing in 
travel and tourism organisations and how to meet customer expectations in order to inform a 
promotional campaign of their own design. This unit is assessed internally and moderated externally. 

One of the following optional units 
• Unit 9 - Visitor Attractions - Analytical skills are developed further in this unit as students investigate 

the nature and role of both built and natural visitor attractions, their commercial success, appeal, 
response to diverse visitor needs and the importance of delivering a memorable visitor experience. 

• Unit 11 - Events, Conferences and Exhibitions - Learners will develop knowledge and skills in resource 
and financial planning as they gain an insight into a wide range of events, conferences and exhibitions 
that are relevant to the travel and tourism industry.

Enrichment 
We actively encourage students to participate in work-related activity including work tasters, volunteering 
or a work placement. This provides students with the opportunity to develop their career choices; 
experience the world of work and develop employability skills. Extra-curricular activities such as trips and 
visits.

Further Information 
To continue studies into Year 13, students will need to achieve the required threshold in the end of year 
assessments along with Head of Department approval.

Progression 
The course is designed to provide an all-round introduction to the travel and tourism industry for students 
who wish to pursue a career in one of its many connected occupational areas. The requirements of the 
qualification mean that learners develop transferable skills, which are highly regarded by higher education 
providers and employers.



Work experience is a key part of the Post 16 student experience and essential to 

demonstrate employability and transferable skills. 

Students can complete their work experience in a variety of ways: 

• A week of work experience that takes place towards the end of Year 12. In the 

academic year 2023/24 the week will be 1-5 July 2024 (subject to change). No 

lessons will take place during this week for Year 12 

• A one week work experience during any half term holiday 

• One day a week on a day when a student has no timetabled lessons 

• Take your child to work day(s)/week during any of the time indicated above. 

The aim of work experience is for students to have an opportunity to immerse 

themselves in a work environment and to develop their employability skills. Students are 

encouraged to seek their own placement in an industry/service/area in which they have a 

particular interest. This will enable students to gain an insight into the world of work and 

a variety of industry sectors. Students may establish an understanding of an industry, 

make useful contacts, or gain valuable experience about the workplace and being part of 

a team of colleagues. They will develop and grow as individuals. 

Work experience makes an important contribution to a range of qualifications, 

particularly those associated with teaching and medicine. Many universities now require 

work experience as part of their entry requirements. 

Students can use their experiences of carrying out purposeful, real tasks in a workplace, 

which gives them tangible evidence of their experience to include in their CV. The 

experience enables students to evidence many of the attitudes and behaviours that 

employers look for, such as reliability, punctuality, communication skills and teamwork. 

Gaining some work experience can help you make informed choices about your future 

career path. 

The benefits of work experience is primarily about developing skills. As a partner school 

of the University of Kent, they promote Careers and Employability: 

Examples of employability skills  †

1. Verbal Communication 

2. Teamwork 

3. Commercial Awareness 

4. Analysing and Investigating 

 https://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sk/top-ten-skills.htm†
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5. Initiative/Motivation 

6. Drive 

7. Written Communication 

8. Planning and Organising 

9. Flexibility 

10. Time Management 

It is also worth looking at other professional websites: 

• www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/work-experience-and-internships 

• www.kent.gov.uk/jobs/starting-your-career/work-experience 

• www.pearson.com/uk/learners/fe-and-college-students/career-choices/careers-

advice-topics/how-to-find-work-experience.html 

• www.pwc.co.uk/careers/early-careers/employability-hub.html 
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Course Overview 
This is a Level 2, one-year course aimed at students who require the opportunity to 
further develop their skills and work towards gaining additional GCSEs before they 
progress to Level 3 qualifications. Students will take on a predominantly Performing Arts 
Course along with an additional GCSE in Media as outlined below, in order to prepare 
them for the world of work or for further education at Level 3. 

Entry Requirements: 1 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSEs grades 9-2, including English 
    and Maths (minimum grade 3) 
Course Leaders:  Miss C Challis and Mrs A O’Neill 

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction across Performing Arts and Media. You will 
develop confidence, teamwork skills as well as how to be autonomous. 

BTEC First Award in Performing Arts Dance 
This BTEC Level 2 qualification is an intermediate qualification for post-16 learners who 
want to specialise in a specific occupation, occupational area or technical role. It 
prepares learners for work or progression to Level 3 qualifications by giving them the 
opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge, technical and practical skills, and to 
apply these skills in work-related environments. The qualification provides learners with 
the opportunity to develop all-round performance skills and transferable skills such as 
self-confidence, self-presentation, personal discipline, time management and 
organisational skills which are highly regarded by higher education and employers. 

Students will follow 3 units broken down into two mandatory and one optional unit. The 
focus is on the student demonstrating the skills needed to work as a dancer whilst 
having a clear understanding of how they fit into the wider performing arts context. One 
unit is externally assessed by Pearson. A variety of assessment methods will be used, 
including case studies, assignments and work-based assessments, along with projects, 
performance observation and time-constrained assessments. Each unit has specified 
criteria which are used for grading. An end of unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit 
or distinction. The successful completion of the course will result in a Level 2 
qualification. 

Work Experience within the Performing Arts Dance Department 
There will be an opportunity to develop your skills within the department as guided by 
the Head of Performing Arts. There will be a focus on teaching Key Stage 2 and 3 
students introducing candidates to early teaching skills, thereby enhancing teamwork, 
communication and planning skills. 

GCSE Media Studies 
GCSE Media will enable students to develop and practise a range of skills. Students will 
analyse how media products like TV programmes and music videos use media language, 
and representations to create meaning. Students will learn about the media industry and 
how the industry affects how media products are made. They will investigate media 
audiences, exploring who are the people who watch, read, and consume the products, 
and consider how different people might be affected by media products differently and 
why. Throughout the course students will study and be exposed to many different media 
forms. Alongside the theoretical components of the course students will create a 
practical production. In the practical work, students will be able to apply what they have 
learnt about the media into the production of their own media products. 

GCSE Mathematics and English Language 
This area of the course allows students to re-sit their GCSE Mathematics and/or English 
Language as required, in order to improve their grade with the aim of achieving a grade 
4 or higher in each subject. Students will be assessed through coursework and sitting 
formal GCSE paper examinations. 
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Progression 
We encourage our students to look at all pathway options: College Courses, 
Apprenticeships, Traineeships, Sixth Form Schools and direct employment. It is 
important that students enquire about entry criteria for all the courses they wish to 
apply for. 
Please note there is no automatic pathway to Herne Bay High School Level 3 courses 
upon completion of the Level 2 course and we highly encourage students to make their 
applications for their onward destination by December. 
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VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Health, Exercise and Fitness Studies 

Course Overview 
The VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Exercise, Health and Fitness Studies is a substantial 
vocational qualification that develops the knowledge, understanding and technical skills 
needed to become a qualified fitness instructor in gym-based exercise. This qualification 
has been specially designed for the 16-19 year old age group, is based on fitness National 
Occupational Standards (NOS) and is recognised by the Register of Exercise 
Professionals (REPs) as being fit for purpose for those learners seeking employment as a 
fitness instructor. 

Entry Requirements: 1 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSEs grades 9-2, including English 
    and Maths (minimum grade 3). Although not essential,   
    applicants are expected to be playing at a good level of   
    competitive football or demonstrate the ability to do so. Trials  
    are part of the application process. Successful candidates are  
    required to purchase training kit to be worn as uniform. 
Football Trials will take place at Margate Football Club. Dates to be confirmed on 
application. If for whatever reason, you are not available for the trials, please contact the 
football academy directly on footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org 
Course Leader:  Mr R Owen 

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide an insight into the fitness industry. Skills to enable you to 
progress into Level 3 or employment. 

This is a work-related course that can also lead to progression onto Level 3 courses. 
Students will gain the key knowledge and practical skills required in the sports domain. 
The course involves studying six units of work over one year and are all assessed by 
coursework. Coursework assessments include written assignments, presentations and 
practical demonstrations. 

• Know how to support clients who take part in exercise and physical activity 
• Anatomy and physiology for exercise 
• Health, safety and welfare in a fitness environment 
• Principles of exercise, fitness and health 
• Planning gym-based exercise 
• Instructing gym-based exercise 
• Factors affecting participation in sport and physical activity 
• Leading a healthy lifestyle 
• People skills in sport and active leisure 
• Planning and preparing for personal exercise and nutrition 
• Lifestyle factors and how they affect health 
• Optional Units 
• Planning a circuit training session 
• Instructing a circuit training session 

Enrichment 
Curriculum is further enhanced with opportunities to undertake work experience. 
Previous students have taken the opportunity to engage in work placements in sport and 
leisure industry environments including gyms, leisure centres and local sports clubs. 

Progression 
The course may provide a pathway direct to Level 3. It will be beneficial to those 
intending to pursue any health, fitness or sports-related vocation such as recreation 
management, sports development, coaching or personal training. 
Please note there is no automatic pathway to Herne Bay High School Level 3 courses 

46

LEVEL 2 
FOOTBALL ACADEMY

mailto:footballacademy@hernebayhigh.org


upon completion of the Level 2 course and we highly encourage students to make their 
applications for their onward destination by December. 
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Course Overview 
At Herne Bay High Rugby Academy (HBHRA) we are continuing to progress and to 
further develop rugby for the next academic year. The Academy has been designed and 
developed exclusively for students entering Year 12 and forms part of the Herne Bay 
High School Sixth Form. We plan to have over 20 students regularly participating in 
Rugby Academy sessions per week along with fixtures over the year. Herne Bay High 
Rugby Academy will lead the development of elite rugby in the region and will become a 
best practice model for elite athlete development. The HBHRA will provide its students 
with outstanding facilities, coaching and support services, as well as high quality 
academic study at Herne Bay High School. The HBHRA would support its students in 
gaining places in professional sports academies and higher education institutions. 

Students have the option to follow a VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Health and Exercise. 
Additionally, students will have the option to undertake vocational development (subject 
to availability). When applying, please select the subject you wish to apply for in addition 
to the Rugby Academy. 

Entry Requirements: 1 Year Course: Normally 5 GCSEs grades 9-2, including English 
    and Maths (minimum grade 3). A Merit grade in a Level 2   
    sports course also meets the criteria. There are a number of  
    specific pathways students may follow at Herne Bay High   
    School and enter the Herne Bay High Rugby Academy. These  
    pathways will be explained further during the trial session. 
    Entry into the academy will be based on three different   
    selection assessment criteria: attitude, aptitude and academic  
    ability 
Rugby Trials will take place at Herne Bay High School on Saturday 4th February 2023 
between 10am and 12noon. Should you miss the trial, please contact the rugby coaches 
directly at rugbyacademy@hernebayhigh.org 
Course Leader:  Mr D Molloy 

Area of Study 
Skills gained will provide a broad introduction to the sports sector and the ability to work 
in the sport industry. The vocational courses (which are subject to availability/change) 
will follow different training and educational courses and the weekly programme will 
consist of both training and classroom-based study each day. 

Assessment is course specific and dependent on academic pathway. Vocational studies 
will have practical and external multiple-choice exams at the end of the programme. The 
course has been establish for each individual to reach and exceed their potential in the 
sport and leisure industry. 

Enrichment 
Matches will be played either on a Wednesday or Saturday. Students must be available 
for matches at all times. Extra-curricular activities such as trips to see premiership 
matches and The Gallagher Premiership Finals and an annual tour. 

Progression 
The course leads to a variety of opportunities including higher education courses in 
sport and related subjects or into employment areas such as coaching and health and 
fitness. 
Please note there is no automatic pathway to Herne Bay High School Level 3 courses 
upon completion of the Level 2 course and we highly encourage students to make their 
applications for their onward destination by December.
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